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(Exodus) Exodus 13:20-22
by J. Vernon McGee

The Israelites had the visible presence of God in the wilderness, which was a unique experience that prepared

them for their journey to the Promised Land.

Duration: 3:12

Scripture: Exodus 13:20-21, Exodus 14:22, Matthew 6:33, Romans 9:4, Ephesians 1:3

Topics: "Expositional"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker discusses the journey of the Israelites through the wilderness after leaving
Egypt. The speaker emphasizes how God provided for them by leading them with a cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night. The speaker also highlights the difference between the Israelites' experience and the
experience of the church today. While the Israelites had the visible presence of God, the church walks by
faith and does not require a visible presence. The speaker concludes by referencing Romans 9:4, which
mentions the glory that the Israelites had as a unique aspect of their relationship with God.

Transcript

And then we're told, verse 20, "...and they took their journey from Succoth and encamped in Etham in the
edge of the wilderness." Now you'll find that they are moving now toward that wilderness, and it's a frightful
wilderness. Now again, notice what God does in verse 21. "...And the Lord went before them by day in a
pillow of a cloud, and led them the way, and by night in a pillow of fire, to give them light, to go by day and
night.

He took not away the pillow of cloud by day, nor the pillow of fire by night, from before the people." Now
these people crossed that hot and burning desert, and Moses himself called it a very frightening desert.
But they went through it, and they didn't even get sunburned, but they had a pillow of cloud over them by
day. These people had something that no other nation has ever had, and this is the appearance of it now,
and that is they had the glory.

And no other nation has ever had the visible presence of God. And that's the way that Paul, you'll recall,
he defined the children of Israel. He raised the question, you'll recall, who are Israelites? That's in Romans
9, 4. "...To whom pertaineth adoption and the glory." These people had the glory, the visible presence of
God.
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Now no nation has ever had that, and the church does not have the visible presence of God. And these
people that talk today about they've had a vision, and they've seen something. The thing to do is when you
have a vision, and I'm sure many of us do at night, we have a very vivid dream.

The thing to do is not to try to feel that God is speaking to us in it, but to find out what we had for dinner.
That's the explanation for it. It's not God speaking to us.

It's the fact that we ate something for dinner we should not have eaten. And that's the explanation of it. But
the church has nothing visible given to it.

We are blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies, and we walk by faith. You see, these people
are walking, looking to the coming of Christ. We look back to a historical event.

And frankly, we do not need the visible presence of God to walk by faith. They did in that day because the
redemption had not been worked out in history as it has for us today. So you see now, God is making
every preparation for every eventuality that will bring these people safely through the wilderness.

That is the preparation that He's making. And actually, they're not really out of the land of Egypt. They are
out of that fertile valley of the Nile, and they have now hit the desert, and they are crossing over, coming
now to the Red Sea.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/10/SID10776.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/exodus-exodus-1320-22/
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