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(Exodus) Exodus 20:26
by J. Vernon McGee

The key to effective ministry is to focus on preaching a beautiful Savior, rather than a beautiful sermon or a

beautiful preacher.

Duration: 2:48

Scripture: Exodus 20:26, Matthew 6:33, John 1:29, Romans 8:8, 1 Corinthians 1:31, 2 Corinthians 4:5, Galatians 6:14

Topics: "Expositional"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher shares a personal story about a boy who was deeply moved by the message
of Jesus. The preacher emphasizes the importance of focusing on Jesus rather than the preacher himself.
He expresses his desire to preach about a beautiful savior rather than delivering a beautiful sermon. The
preacher also highlights the significance of avoiding any display of the flesh in the ministry and church
work, as God does not approve of it.

Transcript

Now, there's something else here, verse 26. "...neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy
nakedness be not discovered thereon." Now, there are a great many that would build some nice, lovely
steps to go up to the altar. That would make it very convenient, you see.

And when a man would step up, and they wore a type of a skirt in that day, why, the nakedness would be
revealed. God says, I don't want to see it. That which speaks of the flesh, God can't use.

And let me make this very personal. Anything that Vernon McGee does that's of the flesh, God hates it,
and God won't use it at all. God does not want a display of the flesh in anything that has to do with His
work.

We need to guard against that type of thing. And sometimes it disturbs me when people can only see the
preacher and not see the one that He's trying to present. I personally don't like anyone to tell me it's a
beautiful sermon.

The last thing in the world I want to preach is a beautiful sermon. I want to preach a beautiful Savior. And
I'd like for people to leave and say, my, isn't Jesus wonderful? Not that the preacher is, that doesn't make
any difference about Him.
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I've had very few real compliments since I've been a minister. But when I was a pastor as a student down
in Georgia on a little white unpainted church on the side of a red clay hill, and one morning after the
message, after everyone had left, a boy, there's a country boy, and I mean country, friends. He wore high
yellow shoes, buttoned up too, by the way.

And he waited around, as timid as he could be. He was really a country boy. After everybody left, why, he
came up to me and tears were in his eyes.

He took hold of my hand and he said, my, I didn't know Jesus was so wonderful. And he wanted to say
something else, but he wasn't able to say it. And he just turned and walked out of the church.

And I watched him because that church was in a cotton patch then. It's in the city there now, but that was a
cotton patch in my day. And I saw him walk down across that cotton patch.

And I watched him as he walked, that country boy. He said he didn't know Jesus was so wonderful. And I
said, oh God, let me so preach that people will think Jesus is wonderful.

That was a compliment. I've had many like that, by the way. And we don't need the display of the flesh in
the ministry, in the pulpit, or in church work.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/11/SID11579.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/exodus-exodus-2026/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


