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(Genesis) Genesis 26:6-12

by J. Vernon McGee

Isaac's story reminds us that God's blessing is available to us if we walk with him and trust in his promises, but
deception and sin can have serious conseguences.

Duration: 4:05
Topics: "Genesis"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher discusses the story of Isaac and Rebecca in the land of Gerar. He highlights
the difference between Abraham and Isaac, stating that while Abraham told a half-truth, Isaac told a
complete lie about Rebecca being his sister instead of his wife. The preacher emphasizes that both Isaac
and Rebecca were outstanding individuals, despite their deception. The sermon also mentions how Isaac
sowed in the land and received a hundredfold blessing from God, emphasizing the earthly blessings that
God promised to the people of Abraham. However, the preacher reminds the audience that today,
believers are promised spiritual blessings if they walk with God. The sermon concludes by discussing the
consequences of Isaac's lie, as it put the people of Gerar in danger of committing sin. Despite this, Isaac
gained the respect and friendship of the community, just like his father Abraham.

Transcript

Now, verse 6, And Isaac dwelt in Gerah, and the man of the place asked him of his wife, and he said,
She's my sister. Now, Gerah is to the south. Abraham and Isaac all lived in the south part of that country.

And actually, Abraham had come into the land way up in Shechem, up in the northern part. But he ended
up by living down at Hebron, the place of communion. Now, Isaac dwelt in Gerah, and the man of the
place asked him of his wife, and he said, She's my sister.

For he feared to say, She's my wife, lest, said he, the man of the place should kill me for Rebekah,
because she was fair to look upon. And believe me, we've already found out that she was a very beautiful
person. But now Isaac again is repeating the sin of his father.

God warned him not to go to Egypt. He didn't go to Egypt, but he went to Gerah. And here in the land of
Gerah, why he says to Rebekah, as he saw the man of that place casting glances toward Rebekah, said,
You tell him that you're my sister, not my wife.
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Now, the difference between Abraham and Isaac is that Abraham told a half a lie, and Isaac told a whole
one. It was cut out a whole cloth, the one that he's telling. Now he says in verse 8, It came to pass, when
he had been there a long time, that Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looked out at a window and saw,
and behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.

He's making love to her, by the way. Or as the saying is, today they were having a love-end. And it came
to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looked out at the
window and saw, and behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.

And Abimelech called Isaac and said, Behold, of a surety, she's thy wife, and how saidest thou, she's my
sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because | said, lest | die for her. And Abimelech said, What is this that
thou hast done unto us? One of the people might lightly have lain with thy wife, and thou shouldst have
brought guiltiness upon us. In other words, Isaac had put these people in danger of committing a sin.

Then he goes on to say, And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his
wife shall surely be put to death. Now, Abimelech became a very good friend of Isaac. Isaac had the
respect of the community just as Abraham did.

Both of them are outstanding men. We are not apt to get that impression, by the way, from the rest of this
chapter, and that's the reason | mention it here. He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to
death.

Then Isaac sowed in that land and received in the same year a hundredfold, and the Lord blessed him.
God's with him, you see, and that is the blessing that God promised to these people from the day called
Abraham was an earthly blessing. Well, later on when he put them in that land, he says, I'll bless you in
your basket.

That is, I'll fill it with foodstuff. And God made that good when they were walking in fellowship with him.
Now, he's not promised us that.

He's promised us spiritual blessings. We are told we are blessed with all spiritual blessings, and that is our
portion today. And on the same terms, if you walk with God, if you today will permit him, he wants to bless
you abundantly spiritually.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/8/SID8915.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/genesis-genesis-266-12/
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