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(Genesis) Genesis 37:1-3

by J. Vernon McGee

Jacob's favoritism towar ds Joseph sets off a chain of events that will have far-reaching consequences for the
family.

Duration: 3:58
Scripture: Genesis 37:1-5, Genesis 37:23, Matthew 6:33
Topics: "Genesis"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher focuses on the story of Joseph from the book of Genesis. Joseph, at the age
of 17, was the youngest among his brothers and was tasked with feeding the flock. He came home and
reported their evil actions to his father, which caused his brothers to dislike him. Jacob, Joseph's father,
favored him because he was the son of his old age and made him a special coat, possibly one with
sleeves, which was not the popular style at the time. The preacher emphasizes the importance of not
playing favorites in a family and highlights the significance of Joseph's role in the story.

Transcript

And | begin reading at chapter 37, verse 1. And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger,
in the land of Canaan. Now, he's moved down, apparently, south of Bethlehem, and he's come down to
Hebron. That's where, you'll recall, that Abraham had made his home.

And so he comes to this place of fellowship, communion with God. And verse 2, these are the generations
of Jacob. Now, we had the generations of Esau.

These are the generations of Jacob. But we only have this boy, Joseph, mentioned. Joseph, being
seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren, and the lad was with the sons of Bilah, and
with the son of Zilpah, his father's wives.

And Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. And | want to tell you, that bunch of boys that Jacob
had, they were problem children, every one of them with the exception of Joseph and Benjamin. And it
took these men a long time to really learn anything at all.

And the emphasis now, you see, is going to be switched from actually Jacob to Joseph. We'll follow him
down to the land of Egypt. He was seventeen years old when this incident took place that's recorded here.
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Just a teenage boy who was one of the youngest, you see, out there feeding the flock. Benjamin is too
young to be out there. And this boy, he came home and told his father their evil report.

And the boys didn't like it. Of course they didn't like it. They, I'm sure, called him a tattletale.

Verse 3, Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age, and
he made him a coat of many colors. Now, Jacob should have learned the lesson in his own home that to
play a favorite will cause trouble in a family. His own father had favored the elder brother, and this boy
knew what it was to be discriminated against.

And now he practices the very same thing. And, of course, we begin to excuse him because we say, well,
after all, it was Rachel who really was his wife, who really was the one he loved, one fine thing in his life.
And this boy is a fine boy, as well as Benjamin, and he loved this boy.

Well, that's all true, by the way. But he shouldn't have bought him that coat of many colors. Now, the coat
of many colors, that may not be the accurate translation.

There are those that translate this coat with sleeves in it. You see, in that day, putting sleeves in coats just
wasn't the popular thing to do. It wasn't the latest style.

Hart, Schaffner, and Marx were not making coats like that then with sleeves in them. And it was difficult.
After all, the thing they did was to take a long strip of goods and the middle ways in it, they'd take about 12
feet or maybe 10 feet, and they would put a hole right in the middle of it, stick their head through it, half of
it dropped down in front and half in the back, then they'd just tie it together or they'd sew it together.

And that was the clothes of the day. They didn't have sleeves. Apparently, this was a garment that had
sleeves in it.

That, of course, set them apart, but maybe not quite as much as if they'd had many colors.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/9/SID9198.mp3
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Sermonindex.net | Page 2



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




