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(Genesis) Genesis 39:11-20
by J. Vernon McGee

Joseph, a young man with a high moral standard, is framed by Potiphar's wife and put in prison, highlighting the

consequences of refusing to yield to temptation.

Duration: 5:25

Scripture: Genesis 39:11-20, Matthew 6:33

Topics: "Genesis"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker discusses the unfortunate events that befall Joseph, a young man who faces
numerous challenges and injustices. Joseph was initially favored by his father and given a coat of many
colors, but his jealous brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt. Despite his difficult circumstances, Joseph
remains morally upright and refuses the advances of Potiphar's wife. However, she falsely accuses him of
wrongdoing, leading to his imprisonment. The speaker emphasizes Joseph's resilience and the unfairness
he faces as a slave, highlighting the importance of maintaining strong moral character in the face of
adversity.

Transcript

Notice verse 11 now, of chapter 39 of Genesis. And it came to pass about this time that Joseph went into
the house to do his business, and there was none of the men of the house there within. She caught him by
his garment, saying, Lie with me.

And he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. And it came to pass, when she saw that he
had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, that she called unto the men of her house, and spake
unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in a Hebrew unto us to mock us. Things weren't so well between
Potiphar and his wife.

Notice how she speaks of him in such a mean, degrading way. She says, See, he hath brought in a
Hebrew unto us to mock us. In other words, the wife probably had been guilty of this before.

The one man that I feel sorry for is Potiphar. He's the sap, if there ever was one. But I'm of the opinion that
he suspected something all along.

And she's beginning now to cover up her tracks. She says, See, he hath brought in a Hebrew unto us to
mock us. He came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice.
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May I say to you, this boy now, just in his teens, down there in the land of Egypt, now is being framed in
the most dastardly manner. And it came to pass, when he heard that, I lifted up my voice and cried, that he
left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. Now, that's still her charge against him.

And she laid up his garment by her until his lord came home. In other words, the husband was away from
home. And so she has all of this built up, this story, to tell him when he arrives.

And when he arrives, why, she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant,
which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me. And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice
and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out. And it came to pass, when his master heard the
words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me, that his wrath
was kindled.

Now, he believed her, though. This fellow Potiphar, I don't know what he was. He's an officer in the army
of Pharaoh.

He must have been among the brass. I guess when he was with them, he probably was a pretty sharp
soldier. But he sure was a stupid husband.

And he's a sap. He believes his wife. I feel sorry for him married to this woman.

He doesn't stand a chance. And I'm of the opinion she'd been unfaithful many times before. And Joseph
was to be another one in her conquest, and it just didn't work.

So she frames up against the young man. The charge now is brought against him. And Joseph's master
took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound, and he was there in
the prison.

Now, the year of this boy is certainly having bad luck, is he not? He was the favorite up there of his father,
wearing a coat of many colors. The next thing he knew, his brothers take off the coat. They put him down
in a pit.

The next thing, he hears them dickering with tradesmen, Ishmaelites going to Egypt. And this boy,
17-year-old boy, is sold down into Egypt. And I'm of the opinion on the way down and after he got there,
he spent many nights wetting the pillow with his tears, and he certainly was homesick.

Now, just as he's getting along in this new position, been elevated to a high position, he's a capable young
man. And a fine-looking young man, the wife of Potiphar, she attempted to lure him to commit a sin. And
his high moral standard is something that you need to know, and he does not yield.

And as a result, why, she frames him, and the poor boy doesn't stand a chance. After all, you can see the
position that Joseph is in. He's a slave, and though he's been elevated, he's still a slave.

And on the other side, here is Potiphar's wife. It's like Caesar's wife. You just don't say anything about her,
and her word would be accepted.

You can well understand poor Joseph. He didn't even need to open his mouth. He's guilty before he could
make any kind of a defense at all.
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And he summarily and immediately finds himself put in the prison. And he's put in the prison where those
that were prisoners of Pharaoh were put.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/9/SID9306.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/genesis-genesis-3911-20/
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