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(Genesis) Genesis 42:1-6
by J. Vernon McGee

Jacob's faith in the existence of corn in Egypt serves as a model for saving faith, which involves acting on what

we believe.

Duration: 3:30

Topics: "Genesis"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher focuses on the story of Joseph and his brothers during the time of famine.
Joseph, who had been sold into slavery by his brothers, is now the governor of Egypt and in charge of
distributing food during the famine. When Joseph's brothers come to Egypt to buy corn, they bow down
before him, fulfilling the dream Joseph had previously shared with them. Jacob, their father, sends them to
Egypt to buy corn after hearing that there is food available. He acts on this information, demonstrating faith
by believing and taking action. However, Jacob does not send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with them out
of fear that harm may come to him.

Transcript

Now, will you notice, verse 1 again, Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto
his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? You see, they were looking each other doleful, not knowing
where to turn or what to do. And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt. By the way, this
illustrates this matter of faith.

A great many people say, Faith is so mysterious to me, and I don't know how to believe. I had a man in,
the fact of the matter is, he didn't want to believe. How can I believe? Now, will you notice here how Jacob
believed? And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt.

Get you down thither, and buy for us from fence that we may live and not die. He had heard something, he
believed it, that would bring life to them, and he acted on it. That's what saving faith is.

Somebody says, How can I believe in Jesus? Can you imagine Jacob standing there before these ten
sons and say, Well, I've heard that there is corn down in Egypt, but how in the world am I going to believe
it? Well, the way to believe it is to act upon it. The Lord Jesus said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved. You hear something, you believe it.
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And that's what this man did. That's the way he got corn that brought life to them. That's the way we get
eternal life, is through faith in Christ.

Now notice, And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother,
Jacob sent not with his brethren, for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. Well, suppose
mischief befalls the other ten boys.

Well, they're older to begin with, and if you want to know the truth, it wouldn't hurt him as much to have lost
one of them. Now will you notice, he keeps Benjamin with him, but he doesn't keep the others. He sends
all ten of the others.

Notice verse 5, Now, and the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came for the famine was
in the land of Canaan. Now we come to this dramatic moment. Will you notice it? And Joseph was the
governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land.

And Joseph's brethren came and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. Now
Joseph has been watching for them. He knew they have to come, and there have been delegations there
from all over the inhabited earth of that day.

The famine was worldwide, and so he watches. Then lo and behold, here come ten boys, ten young men,
and they all bowed down before him, got right down on their faces before Joseph. Joseph looks at those
boys.

He knows them. You wonder what he thought of. By the way, what do you think of? Remember the dream
he had when he said that your sheeps will bow to my sheep? Well, here it's taken place.

They're all down on their faces.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/9/SID9321.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/genesis-genesis-421-6/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


