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The Church That Goes Through the Great

Tribulation
by J. Vernon McGee

The church isa universal body of believerswho have trusted in Christ as Savior, and it is characterized by its
unity, its headship under Christ, and its discipline, officers, and ritual.
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Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of love in holding the church together. He urges
believers to walk worthy of their calling with humility, meekness, and love for one another. The preacher
also highlights the need to keep the unity of the spirit and not let minor differences divide believers. He
mentions the example of James affirming that God is taking out a people for his name from among the
Gentiles, but will also continue his plan with the nation of Israel. The sermon concludes with the reminder
that the church is a local assembly and believers should not forsake gathering together.

Transcript

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! But more can he
say than to you he hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus hath fled. Fear not, | am with thee. When will
the rapture of the Church occur? In recent years, the subject of the end times, and particularly the rapture,
has been popular among Christians as they discuss and debate the what, when, and how of certain
events.

Christian bookstores have been flooded by titles, some even fictional, that have attempted to explain what
will happen in the future during the great tribulation. When it comes to the rapture, there are those who say
it will occur before the tribulation, some say it will happen during the tribulation, while others believe it will
come at the end. Well, if you've been listening to the daily studies of Through the Bible with our teacher,
Dr. J. Vernon McGee, then you know he believed the Church will be raptured before the coming of the
tribulation.

So, you may be surprised by his title for this edition of our Sunday sermon broadcast. It's, The Church
That Goes Through the Great Tribulation. You may be asking yourself, was Dr. McGee inconsistent in his
teaching? Well, stay with us to find out what he meant by church, and which church he was talking about.
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Dr. McGee first gave this sermon during his 21-year pastorate at the historic Church of the Open Door in
downtown Los Angeles. Now, let's go to the Lord in prayer. Heavenly Father, speak to us through your
spirit, that we may have understanding of the truth of your word.

In Jesus' name, amen. This evening we are speaking on the church that goes through the great tribulation,
and I'm sure that there are some here tonight that feel like that either there are two churches, or else I'm
hopelessly confused, because | have always taught, in fact I've insisted upon it, and I'm sure that I've been
dogmatic, | intended to be, that the church does not go through the great tribulation period, and yet tonight
we're speaking on the church that goes through the great tribulation period. Now, the confusion arises
over the use or the abuse of the word church, both as it is used on the pages of scripture, and as it is used
out of scripture today.

Actually, there are some that have a very narrow and bigoted view of the church, and they feel that the
church is their denomination, or that it is the little group, and many of the cults take that position, that they
are the only ones that constitute the church, and that they are the church that the scripture speaks of, and
that all others are on the outside of it. Now, the usage of the word for church in scripture, | think, will be
helpful to an understanding tonight of what is the true and what is the false, as far as the church is
concerned. The way the word is used in scripture, | think, will determine the meaning of it.

And first of all, let's look at the word itself, and the way that it is used in its primary and fundamental
meaning, its basic meaning, ecclesia, is the word that is translated church. It's translated by the word
assembly. It's translated in other ways, but actually it's made up of two Greek words, a little preposition,
ek, meaning out of, and kaleo, the verb to call.

And the ecclesia is a called-out group. Now, any group that is called out for a specific purpose is a church.
| don't care what it is or for what purpose.

If we should organize tomorrow a group to march on City Hall to demand that the city extend the coffee
break through the lunch period and furnish popsicles for all, may | say to you, that would be a church. That
group that would march on City Hall would, in the fundamental and basic meaning of the term, would be a
church. And by the way, it's used that way in the scripture.

In the 19th chapter of the book of Acts, a mob came together. And you will find in the 19th chapter, first in
verse 39. And this, far as the background is concerned, was in Ephesus.

And you remember that the goldsmiths, silversmiths there, felt like that their business was jeopardized by
the gospel, which Paul preached because the little images of Diana were not going so fast, and they felt
like their business would be hurt. And so they marched and formed a mob and met in the arena. And this
is what is said here when Demetrius spoke.

But if ye inquire anything concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful assembly. And the
word assembly is ecclesia. Now this was an unlawful assembly, or to put it very candidly, an unlawful
church, an unlawful ecclesia.

And then, will you notice, in verse 41, And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly. He
dismissed the church. And this was a mob that had come together to protest against Paul, and it's used in
scripture in this way, as a called-out group for a very definite purpose.
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Now, there are those that use this scripture. | had a preacher, a Presbyterian preacher in Nashville that
came to me. He says, You say there's no church in the Old Testament.

There is a church in the Old Testament, he says. In the seventh chapter of the book of Acts, verse 38, it
says, This is he that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in Mount Sinai
and with our fathers who received the lively articles to give unto us. Now, the nation Israel in the
wilderness was called an assembly or a church, an ecclesia, but not in the New Testament sense at all.

They were called out of the land of Egypt and called to enter the promised land, and as a called-out group
in that sense, they are an ecclesia. They are a church, but not the church of the New Testament or the
church of the firstborn or the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, the word basically means a
called-out body for any purpose, and it's used just that way in the New Testament, and it's used actually of
a mob that was called out to protest against Paul the Apostle.

Now, it's used in a second way, and this is the important one as far as we are concerned. The church is
used in the New Testament in a very technical sense. The first time that it is mentioned is mentioned by
the Lord Jesus up in Caesarea Philippi speaking to Simon Peter and through him to the Apostles and
through the Apostles to the entire church, that is, the church that he is talking about now.

He says, on this rock, | will build my church. And these five words are the important words. | will build my
church.

And you take up each one of those words, and it's filled with meaning. | will build my church. The church,
first of all, that he's talking about is that which he is building.

No one else is building. It's his work. It's not an organization.
It is that which he is building. He says, | will build. It was future.

It was when our Lord gave this, the church that he's talking about was future. So there could not be a
church in the Old Testament because the one he's talking about is future. On this rock, | will build.

And build is a construction job. Building is a very slow process. And the Lord Jesus has been 1,900 years.
I will build. And then he says, my church. And it's not the church of the open door.
It's not the Baptist church. It's not the Methodist church. It's not the Presbyterian church.

It's not the Roman Catholic church. These names may be all right, but the church that's his church is my
church. On this rock, | will build my church.

And that word church again, my called-out body. Now, he said it was in the future. When did it begin? It
began on the Day of Pentecost.

And we find that on the Day of Pentecost, that after Peter's sermon, there were added to the church 3,000.
And then we find the Lord begins his building. Verse 47, and | just put in here, praising God and having
favor with all the people.

And the Lord added to the church daily, such as should be saved. Now, the thing that took place was that
on the Day of Pentecost, the Lord Jesus Christ began to call out a body of folk who believed in him by
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faith, who trust him as Savior. Now, when they trust him as Savior, the Spirit of God that he said he was
sending in the world to do his work, and the Holy Spirit of God regenerates him, indwells them.

And he does another ministry that is so abused in Southern California. He baptizes them into the body of
believers. And that ministry of baptizing means that the Spirit of God takes a sinner that trusts Christ and
joins him to the body of believers, and that body of believers is actually called the body of Christ.

So used in the Scripture. And Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12, 12, By one Spirit are ye all baptized into one
body, so that every believer is baptized into the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, irrespective of
denominations, irrespective of your church identification. If you're a believer in Christ and have trusted
him, you've been put into the body of believers, and that is the church.

That is the church. That is the church that began on the Day of Pentecost, and as we'll see, it'll continue
from Pentecost to the Parousia. And then it's completed, and it's no longer called a church.

The minute the church leaves this earth, it's not a church. It becomes something else, which we will see.
May | say to you that in the 2nd chapter, in fact not even in the 2nd chapter, in the 1st chapter of
Ephesians we read here, He hath put all things under his feet, that is the Lord Jesus, gave him to be the
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.

The church is the body of Christ, and he's the head of it. The head of the body is in heaven tonight, and
he's calling out a group of people to form this body. May | say to you, they're all one.

That's a silly notion today, that you can have an ecumenical movement and just bring a group of people
together in one organization, and when you do that, that somehow or another you've made a great world
church. The church of the living Christ has always been one church. Oh, | know it's been split up by men,
but all believers belong to one body.

He prayed that prayer. He says, when he prayed to the Father, that they all may be one. Do you think he
has a prayer that hasn't been answered? His prayers are answered, and his church is one tonight.

You Baptists are going to have to live with me in heaven, brethren. May | say to you, and you
Presbyterians will have to do the same thing. If you're a believer, you're in the body of Christ tonight.

That's very important to see and to understand. It's the mystical body. Now, the unity that it has should be
manifested in the world.

And you can't, my friend, make a unity with an organization. Just bringing together a great many people,
you'll think the millennium has come when a Jewish rabbi and a Catholic priest and a Baptist preacher sit
on the platform together. May | say to you, that means nothing at all.

It just simply means that what you have are three men that have broken down their particular beliefs in
order to put brotherhood or whatever you want to call it first. And therefore, they've gotten together, and it
may be that they have no beliefs to begin with. And generally, it's those who want to come together who
have no convictions or deep-down convictions at all.

But there is a unity. Now, listen to Paul in the fourth chapter of Ephesians. He says the church is the body,
Christ is the head.

That's theoretical. Now, he puts it down in shoe leather. Listen to him.
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I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that you walk. And you've got to put it in shoe leather.
Walk worthy of the high calling wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love.

And the only bond that holds the church together is love, my beloved. It's the only cement that can hold
believers together. When believers start hating and criticizing each other, you don't have a unity at all.

And you could. Just because they belong to the same church doesn't mean a thing. And that proves
nothing.

They are only held together by love in a practical, now he says, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. Now, listen to him. There is one body.

That's the church. And one Spirit, the Holy Spirit. Even as you're called in one hope of your calling.
One Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ. One faith. And that's the body of truth that relates to Him.

And one baptism. And that baptism is the baptism of the Holy Spirit that puts us in the body of believers.
And everything else is subsidiary to that.

That's the reason that | can meet with any man. Well, meet with me around the person of Jesus Christ. But
when you move him out, | can't meet with you.

Because we have no point in unity. The only unity is around the person of Christ. And the only thing that
could ever hold us together would be love, my beloved.

It's not some little clannish group. Not some little super-duper, and we've got so much of that today.
They're little super-duper spiritual snobs.

And they get together and they feel like that they're superior to everyone else. My friend, may | say to you,
the only thing in the world that can hold believers together is love. Now, let me turn to one other scripture
in Acts 15 that relates to this church.

And then we'll pass to another use that we find in scripture. It's over in the 15th chapter of the book of Acts
and verse 14. And this is that great council of Jerusalem, the first council of the church.

And was called to determine whether the Gentiles would have to be circumcised and come in through the
Mosaic system or not. It was decided that they did not. Men were saved by grace.

The Jew could come in through the Mosaic law. The Gentile could come in without the Mosaic law. And
both could come in by grace.

Actually, | think we make a mistake today, and | have joked about it, about those that won't eat certain
things as Christians. We say, you're a legalist. Well, may | say to you, under grace they have a right to do
that.

They have a right not to eat certain things. That's what grace means. The problem with that group is
always they criticize those who won't take up their diet, you see.

That's the thing that's wrong. You have a perfect right to eat meat or not to eat meat. Paul says meat won't
commend you to God.
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If you want to eat it, eat it. If you don't want to eat it, don't eat it. And don't let that separate believers.

That's the difficulty today. We let these minor things divide us. Now the church decided men were saved
by grace and James came along.

And James began, Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a
people for his name. And to this agree the words of the prophet as it is written, after this | will return, build
again the tabernacle of David which is fallen down. I'll build again the ruins thereof and I'll set it up.

I've never yet figured out how these folk who think God is through with the nation Israel can dismiss this
scripture here. James makes it very clear that God's now taking out from among the Gentiles a people for
his name. But after that he's to return and continue his plan and program with the nation Israel.

After this | will return, I'll build again the tabernacle of David which is fallen down. I'll build again the ruins
thereof and I'll set it up. That the residue of men might seek after the Lord and all the Gentiles upon whom
my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

And | think the greatest time of revival in the sense of seeing people brought to a saving knowledge of
Christ takes place after the church leaves this earth. God's calling out a people to his name in the world
today. Now that's the church, that is THE church, if you please.

It has no name and you cannot put it in any organization. It's made up of believers that belong to, | think,
all organizations. | think that there are many Roman Catholics that are saved.

You may not know it but in our Thursday night Bible study 15 years ago, every Thursday night for six
weeks in the summer, a Roman Catholic priest from Philadelphia sat right over there. No one knew it. But
a lawyer who had been a converted Roman Catholic that attended here then, said he was my priest when
| was a Roman Catholic.

He talked with him. He said, every summer | come out here. He did it for several years.

Now that man is not out of the Roman Catholic Church. If you went back there tonight, he's got his collar
button in the back and he's going through all of the rigmarole. You say he ought to come out.

Well, | say so, too, but that's his business. He is a believer in Christ. He told this lawyer friend of mine, he
says, | can do more to win men to Christ in the confessional than | could ever do out of it.

I'm not going to judge him. He belongs to the same church | belong to. And he and | are going to the same
heaven.

Any believer in Christ. The organization doesn't amount to that. | wish you Presbyterians and you Baptists
would learn that.

That your organization means nothing at all. The important thing, are you a member of the church, the
living Christ? That's all important. Oh, how we need to emphasize that in these days.

And | want to say this. I'm afraid there are folk that are members of the church of the open door that think
they're going to heaven because they're members of this church. Let me assure you, he'll never ask you
that question.
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| don't think he'll ever make inquiry whether you belong to this church or not. You want to know though,
something about your personal relationship to him. Now let's look at another way that the word church is
used in the scripture.

It's used of a local organized group. And our Lord made way for that. He said where two or three are met
together in my name, I'm there in the midst of it.

And you don't have to put a steeple up. You don't have to have chimes. You don't have to have a pulpit.

Let two or three come together in his name. My friend, the church is in meeting. That's a meeting of the
church.

Anytime two or three will come together in his name, that's a meeting of the church. And the writer to the
Hebrew says, not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together. | attach a great deal of importance to
that scripture.

God won't let you go off by yourself and take the Bible and become a super duper saint without the rest of
us. Do you know the only way in the world that you can grow is by sharing? The only way in the world he'll
ever let me grow is by sharing. You can't just study it and do nothing about it.

You become a dead sea Christian. If you want to become a sea of Galilee, it's not only got to go in, not
forsaking the assembling of yourselves together. And | believe that there's something that comes in
meeting together that cannot come in any other way.

Now will you notice, this local church is identified in the word of God. In Acts 8.1 it says, the church which
was at Jerusalem. And Paul writing to the Thessalonians says to the church that's in Thessalonica.

| do not believe there were in those days more than one local assembly in any place. | do not think there
were that many in Thessalonica to constitute two. And the freeways in Thessalonica made it possible for
all of them to come together and meet in one place.

They called it the church of the open door of Thessalonica. May | say to you, there was the local church.
And the local church is scriptural.

It's to have discipline. It's to have officers. And Paul says let everything be done decently and in order in
the church.

And the church is to have a certain amount of ritual. There are a lot of people in Southern California that
won't join any church. One family down here in Orange County, by the way, they do come to my Orange
County Bible class.

They won't join any church because they haven't found one that's perfect. I've had to bite my lips to tell
them what | told a family here one time. They wouldn't join here.

They said they had never found a church that was perfect. They were looking for one. | told the family
here, when you do find it, don't join it.

Because the day you join it, it won't be perfect. May | say to you that the church, the local church, has a
great many imperfections, | grant you. And the Negro preacher at the church business meeting, he says
we're now going to call on the treasurer to make his report that we might know what the status quo of the
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church is.

And in the back, one of the members got up and he says, Brother Preacher, some of us members of this
church, we just don't know what that status quo is. The preacher got up and he says, that's the Latin for
the mess we're in. May | say to you, regardless of the mess that we're in, the church is a local assembly
also and should be recognized as that.

One of the most remarkable chapters, and I've written a book on Romans and | didn't see this, and the
interesting thing is none of the commentators noticed this. And I've been amazed at it. Did you know that
the church is used in five different ways in the 16th chapter of Romans? Listen to this.

I command unto you Phoebe, our sister, who is a servant of the church which is at Sancria. Now that was
a local assembly at Sancria, the seaport town. A church we know nothing about.

There's no epistle even to the church, the epistle to the Sancrians. But it's a local church and Phoebe was
a deaconess in that church. Now, in verse 4, we have it used another way.

Who have for my life laid down their own necks, unto whom not only | give thanks, but also all the
churches of the Gentiles. Now, Paul speaks of a group of local churches being the church. And sometimes
that group is specified and sometimes it's an unspecified group.

| do not know just what he has reference to here. But a group of churches, he calls them all the churches
of the Gentiles. | do not know.

But he calls that the church, you see. Then he says in verse 5, likewise greet the church that's in their
house. Now the church in that day did not even have a building.

And it's called the church that met in the house. And it's the group of believers, by the way. That is the
thing that of course is evident.

Now drop down to verse 16. Greet one another with a holy kiss, the churches of Christ greet you. And
again, unspecified.

I do not know what churches Paul refers to. But he calls these the church, a group of unspecified church.
Then the last way it's used in verse 23, Gaius mine host, and of the whole church greeteth you.

Now what does Paul mean by the whole church? All the believers? | don't know. | don't think so. But he
says the whole church.

Evidently it's the church in Rome. But | can't even be sure of that. Now that's the way that it's used in this
particular way.

And you'll find that therefore the local church are a group of local churches. And they can be specified or
they can be unspecified. Now these are the ways the word church is used in the scripture.

And today we have that which is non-biblical use of the term. For instance, a denomination is sometimes
called a church. And | do not want to say this because | was brought up in a denomination.

And | believe that there's some fine denominations. And since I've been so unkind to the Baptists, may |
say that | think the conservative Baptists are some of the finest folk that | know. I've had the privilege of
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ministering in their churches.

And just recently to the Baptist men in Oregon with about 1,200 of them there. And it was a privilege
indeed. And they are those who love the Lord.

But denomination is never used in the scripture. And no group of churches were ever formed into any kind
apparently of any organization at all. And | do not think it's unscriptural.

| think that at the beginning there was not necessary. There was a loose organization. Travel was difficult
in that day.

The thing that held the church together was mutual love. As you know, Paul went around taking up an
offering for the poor saints that were yonder in Jerusalem. And all the churches responded to that.

Now, another way that the word church is used today that's entirely unbiblical is a building. Someone said
to me some time ago, just where is the church of the open door? In fact, up at this Baptist meeting a man
came to me and said, | go to Southern California frequently on business and I'd like to attend your church.
Where is your church? Well, without thinking, | told him it was on Hope Street at 6. The building is here.

But this is not the church. If | told him, I'd say, well, now I just don't know where the church of the open
door is. On Thursday night we have a few of them in the building.

Some of them are in Dodger Stadium. Some of them are at the beach. Some of them are before the
television.

They're pretty well scattered. That's where you find the church of the open door. But to say that it's a
building is entirely unscriptural.

This is actually a building. We call it the church of the open door. But it's anything but a church.

And frankly, | wish we could think of another way of identifying the building. | do not know how that can be
done. Then there's a third way, and this is entirely unbiblical, is the aggregate of all the churches.

Now, we lump everything together today, and | use the term like this. I've said this recently. The church is
an apostasy.

I've lumped everything that's in an organization and said the church is in an apostasy. Now, technically
speaking, that's not true, of course. That needs to be broken down and defined by that.

But it's the term that we use today, and | think it is understood. Now we come to the question, what church
goes through the Great Tribulation? I'm sure that you understand, not the body of believers. Today, that
body of believers, that mystical body, are those who have trusted Christ and have been baptized into this
one body and belong to him.

That church is not going through the Great Tribulation period. Well, what church will? Well, the organized
church, the members of local assemblies, denominations, are a group that are not members of the
mystical body of Christ. They've not trusted Christ, but they have joined an organization.

And we've discovered recently that there are many that are like that today. In fact, there are many
ministers today. Right now, with this tremendous revolution going on in the church, we're finding out a man
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like Bishop Pike.

He very candidly says, and I'm not being unfair to him tonight, he says this book is filled with errors. He
denies the virgin birth. He denies the death of Christ upon the cross.

He denies everything that is peculiar to the Christian faith. And | do not think, by any stretch of the
imagination, that the man could actually be called a Christian. Yet he wears his collar in the back and all
the regalia that goes with the office of a bishop.

And yet here is a man who has denied everything and could not be called a member of the body of Christ
as we understand it. And I'm not being unfair to him. I'm merely saying what he has said today and what
he is saying.

Now, these individuals, I'm confident, can be identified today who are believers and who are not believers.
| believe they can be identified. I'm turning to Il Thessalonians, the second chapter, and I'd very briefly like
to look at this.

Here is a question that the Thessalonians raised with Paul. Some of their group had died, looked like
they'd missed the rapture, and they felt like that the day of the Lord had come, that is, the time of the great
tribulation period, and they had reason to believe they were in it. But persecution had set in.

Now will you listen to Paul as he writes to them in the second chapter. Now we beseech you, brethren, by
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, by our gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in
mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, that the day of the Lord is at
hand. He says, Let no man deceive you by any means.

Now listen to this. For that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man a sin,
the son of perdition. Now this is something that | think we need to note, because this passage has been so
abused today.

Paul says, actually, two things have to take place. And one of the things that must take place before you
are in the great tribulation is a total apostasy of the Church. And that means that the real believers must be
removed from the earth before you can have a total apostasy in the Church.

| find that today there are many fine believers that are left in the Presbyterian Church, although the
Presbyterian Church is repudiating today. And | can use that as an example. | was raised in that Church.

And it's repudiating the most wonderful confession of faith that | think ever was written. The Westminster
Confession of Faith. They've turned from it.

They've repudiated it. Now there are still a great many wonderful believers that are left in that Church. You
cannot say that anyone of the great denominations today are totally in apostasy.

They're not in total apostasy. May | say, it takes the rapture of the Church to put the organization in the
total apostasy. The rapture has to take place.

And Paul says that you're not in the day of the Lord because it can't come until there is this total falling
away first. The total apostasy must come. Therefore, the organization that enters the great tribulation is an
organization.
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It is godless and it's those that heard the truth but they rejected the truth. | keep reading here in 2
Thessalonians 2 verse 8. And then shall that wicked one be revealed whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. Even him whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness.

Now here's what I'm after. In them that perish because they receive not the love of the truth that they might
be saved. You notice it isn't that they didn't receive the truth, they didn't receive the love of the truth.

And this pertains to those in the great tribulation and those before it that enter the great tribulation. |
believe that one of the reasons today that God's permitting the gospel to go out by radio and television and
all these other means, by printed page, and that the gospel is getting out is the fact that men cannot
become apostates till they have turned from the truth. They must hear it first.

And God now is permitting them to hear it. That's the reason that | put my ministry on one basis, teaching
the word. | found out this, and | didn't find out much, but | found out this is a Geiger counter.

And all you do is just take the Geiger counter out and you find out whether it's uranium or not. You find out
whether there's any love for the book or not. May | say to you, I've seen them right here 18 years come
and go.

And | can tell you those that were here 18 years ago and some of them in apostasy tonight, in frightful
apostasy. And thank God there are many of them on the mission field. This is a Geiger counter.

You just put the word of God down, and that's our business today. And it's those that receive not the love
of the truth. And when you turn your back upon it, my beloved, then may | say that's the group that enter
into the great tribulation period.

Those that have turned their back upon it. This is a book different from all other books. Human knowledge,
someone has said, must be understood to be love.

But here, this is different. This must be love before it can be understood. You must love the book.

You must love the word of God before it can become real and living to you. Now, I've watched this over a
period of years. | do not want to dwell on that.

But after the true church is removed, the world church, the ecumenical church, enters the great tribulation
with great prestige and influence and power. We see today that only those that are oddballs as far as
theology is concerned are given any publicity at all. Have you ever heard today of a fundamentalist
anywhere being given the attention but Time magazine that Bishop Pike has? And may | say to you, as far
as brains are concerned, | can name a dozen men tonight whose IQ and whose ability is far greater than
Bishop Pike's.

But what's the difference? One's an oddball in theology and the other believes the book. Today we see
building up a prestige for an apostate church so that today the fundamentalist will not be heard nor will he
be listened to at all. And finally, this false church will put Antichrist into office.

I'm convinced now that it is the false church that puts Antichrist into office and puts him into control. But
you know, Antichrist doesn't love the church. He's a phony as far as the church is concerned.
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He wants to be worshiped himself and he intends to destroy the church when he can and he will. Very
briefly now in closing, in the 17th chapter of Revelation, here is the false church. And there came one of
the seven angels which had the seven bowls and talked with me saying, Come hither, | will show thee the
judgment of the great harlot that sitteth upon many waters.

Now this false church is called a harlot. This is the most frightful picture there is in the word of God. I'll not
go into detail other than to say this, with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, the
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication, and she's riding the beast.

That beast is the Roman Empire. You see, there is a true wedding of church and state with the church on
top, riding the beast, controlling the politics. But Antichrist is not going to have it that way.

After he comes to power, and | think it takes him the first three and a half years of the great tribulation to
come to power, and when he does, and he's an absolute dictator, he gets rid of the church. Will you notice
what it says in verse 16? And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these, they are the ten
kings, we were told, these shall hate the harlot, shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh
and burn her with fire. And Antichrist, because he intends to be worshipped, he destroys this false church.

This is the church that goes into the great tribulation, and this is the destruction of it. And God says this
was his judgment of a false church that turned its back upon the love of the truth. They came and sat in
church pews.

They listened, but they didn't believe. Or they came into a liberal church and were happier there by being,
you know, flattered and told how wonderful humanity is. Someone has said flattery is like perfume, it's nice
to smell it, but you don't want to swallow it.

And | want to say to you that mankind does not need flattering today, he needs to be told he's a lost
sinner. And did you know you can sit right here and be lost? Let me ask you a question tonight. Are you a
member of the church? Oh, you say I'm a Baptist.

Or I'm a member of the Church of the Open Door. Or I'm a Presbyterian. | didn't ask you that.

Are you a member of the church? Do you just sit and listen and it rolls off your back like it's a duck's back?
Or really, have you ever really accepted Christ as your Savior? | don't ask you to do anything publicly at an
invitation like this, but it wouldn't hurt you before you go to bed tonight to talk to the Lord about it and see
whether you're really a born again child of God, member of the body of Christ, and really belong to him.
Shall we pray? Heavenly Father, we truly thank thee tonight for the church of the living God. The church
that the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

That death will never overcome it. A church that will be in thy presence someday. Not one will be lost.

But we do pray, Heavenly Father, that we may not have our vision obscured by all of the falderall about
church membership today. And belonging to an organization and being active and nodding our head. And
yet in our hearts, our hearts are far from thee.

We pray that if there is tonight in our midst one like this young couple, that we're here so long and so far
from thee, O God, don't let them go away from here without being born again a child of thine. For we pray
in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Are you a child of God? Are you a part of the church that is caught up before the tribulation? If you'd like to
know more about God's gift of salvation that he offers to you, then we'd like to send you some helpful
information. We call it our Salvation Packet. To receive yours, you may contact us at 1-800-65-BIBLE
anytime.

To order a copy of today's sermon on cassette tape, call one of our service operators at 1-800-652-4253,
Monday through Thursday, from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pacific Time. The title again is, The Church That Goes
Through the Great Tribulation. We'll continue Dr. McGee's amazing study through the book of Revelation
this week.

If you'd like to have our notes and outlines mailed to you, then call us at 1-800-65-BIBLE, use our internet
order form at ttb.org, or write to Sunday Sermon. For those in the U.S., Box 7100, Pasadena, California,
91109. In Canada, Box 25325, London, Ontario, N6C 6B1.

You may also download them from our website. Again, that's www.ttb.org. Or you can get all the notes and
outlines in PDF format when you purchase the whole five-year study in the MP3 audio format. Until this
same time next week, we pray that God will fill you with His grace, mercy, and peace.

This program has been brought to you by the faithful friends and supporters of Through the Bible Radio
Network.

Audio: https://sermonindexl1.b-cdn.net/12/SID12962.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/the-church-that-goes-through-the-great-tribulation/
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