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The Mind Versus the Will of the Heart
by J. Vernon McGee

The problem of unbelief is not a mental issue, but a matter of the will of the heart, and is often caused by sin in

the life.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 29:4

Topics: "Heart Of Unbelief", "Spiritual Rebellion"

Description

J. Vernon McGee delves into Ezekiel 12, emphasizing the prophet's unwavering commitment to delivering
the Word of God despite the people's disbelief. Through Ezekiel's encounters, God reveals the hardened
hearts and closed ears of the rebellious house of Israel, echoing warnings from Deuteronomy, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Acts about their refusal to perceive and understand. McGee highlights that unbelief is not
merely a mental issue but a matter of the heart and will, often hindered by sin and a lack of desire to turn
to God, reflecting the broader state of the world's unbelief mirrored in Israel's spiritual condition.

Transcript

In chapter 12 of Ezekiel, the prophet proclaims that judgment is imminent, but the people will not believe.
The important thing to note is the proclamation of the Word of God; Ezekiel is giving the Word of God.

The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying...

Five times in this chapter (vv. 1, 8, 17, 21, and 26) Ezekiel says, "The word of the LORD came unto me,
saying...." Do you get the impression that Ezekiel is trying to tell these people that he is giving them the
Word of the Lord? He is giving them nothing short of that.

...Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they
have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious house. (Ezekiel 12:1, 2)

God had warned Ezekiel before about these people [Israel], but He is reminding him because Ezekiel may
get discouraged. God said way back at the end of Israel's history,

Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day.
(Deuteronomy 29:4)

These people had their eyes closed and their ears stopped. Ezekiel was not the only prophet who
confirmed this truth about these people--Isaiah (Isaiah 6:9, 10) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 5:21) did also. In
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addition, the Book of Acts closes with this statement:

Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall
see, and not perceive: For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and
their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. (Acts 28:26, 27)

They had closed eyes and ears.

Today, when people say they cannot believe, it is not a mental problem; it is a matter of the will of the
heart--they do not want to believe. Some say they have certain "mental reservations," mental hurdles
which they cannot get over. My friend, your mind is not big enough to take even one little hurdle. The
problem is never in the mind but in the will. There is sin in the life, and a man does not want to turn to God;
he does not want to believe Him.

Israel is just a miniature of the world; that is, the condition of Israel described here is the condition of the
world today. In her spirit of unbelief, she was a little microcosm of the entire world. That is why we need to
look carefully at what the Book of Ezekiel has to say.
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