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Why | Believe the Coming of Lord Is Near

by J. Vernon McGee

The coming of Christ is near, and the church must be ready for the rapture and the revelation.

Duration: 44:46
Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 2:1
Topics: "End Times", "Eschatology”

Description

In this sermon, the preacher reflects on the state of America in 1971, describing it as a country that has
turned on itself and lost its vision. He mentions the closure of schools in Denver and a heat shortage in the
east and north, emphasizing the impending gas rationing due to reduced supply. The preacher draws a
parallel between the earth's resources and a gas tank, suggesting that God created the earth with specific
resources for mankind to use. He also mentions the focus on space exploration and quotes a biblical
verse about looking up for redemption. The sermon concludes with a mention of the world's increased
awareness of earthquakes.

Transcript

Since the ascension of Jesus, Christians through the centuries have been looking for that blessed hope
when Christ will return. Paul said in his day that now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.
Almost 2,000 years have passed since Paul's declaration, making the coming of Christ even closer than
when Paul talked about it.

This is the Sunday Sermon broadcast and it's a ministry of the Through the Bible radio network. Starting in
the early 70s, there was a stirring among Christians that the coming of the Lord was near. It continued to
boil through the 80s and 90s till the coming of the millennium.

Well, things have died down a bit now, but the question still remains, when will Jesus come? Well, our
Bible teacher, Dr. J. Verna McGee, provided insight on this issue in this message titled, Why | Believe the
Coming of the Lord is Near. Dr. McGee first gave this sermon in the early 60s while he was pastor of the
historic Church of the Open Door. Some of his points may be a bit dated, but you'll find the principles
behind them to be timeless.

Now let's pray. Heavenly Father, we pray that your word will continue to reap a harvest as we await the
coming of your Son. Come quickly, in Jesus' name, amen.
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Why | believe the coming of Christ is near. Now, | recognize that the subject that we have borders on the
sensational, and it would be if we used the calendar and if we set a date. We therefore need to define the
terms that we are using.

What do we mean by the coming of Christ, and what do we mean when we say that it's near? | trust that
you will understand at the very beginning that near hasn't anything in the world to do with a date. Now, we
are going to attempt to define these terms, first of all, for the coming of Christ. Now, the coming of Christ,
the second time, as it is called, the second coming of Christ, it's presented to us in scripture in two phases.

That's not an isolated and a strange procedure, because the first coming of Christ was like that. You will
note that in his first coming we've just celebrated that. He was born of a virgin, and we have the
prophecies that concern his birth and his coming into the world the first time.

That was the first phase. And then actually the voice of prophecy went off the air, and for 30 years you
have what's known as the silent years. And then you come to the second segment of his first coming, and
at 30 years of age he begins his ministry.

Then you follow him in the gospels for three years as he ministered the word. And then you have his death
recorded, a redemptive death. And then his bodily resurrection recorded and his ascension back into
heaven and his present session there at the right hand of God.

Therefore, the second coming of Christ is in two phases. It's not divided by 30 years, but we believe it's
divided for about seven years. The first phase, we call it the rapture, because the Bible calls it that.

That is a biblical term that's found in 1 Thessalonians 4.17, we that are alive shall be caught up to meet
the Lord in the air. That word caught up is harpazo. Harpazo has several different meanings.

One of them is to be caught up, snatched up, raptured. And that's as good a meaning as any. The Bible
does teach the rapture of the church.

And as Paul says there, the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, the voice of the
archangel and the trump of God. The dead in Christ will rise first, then we which are alive. Caught up
together, that is the rapture.

That is what the Lord Jesus meant when he introduced something brand new to these Jewish apostles
when he said to them in the upper room, | go to prepare a place for you. Nowhere in the Old Testament
had God ever said he was going to prepare a place off of this earth for anyone. But now for the first time
that's introduced.

And he says, if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you unto myself. Now that
is the rapture. Now the second phase is the revelation.

At the first phase he does not come to the earth. Sometimes the critic says the first part is not really
coming to the earth. Right.

He comes to the air, takes his church out of the world. And the second phase, he comes to this earth to
establish his kingdom here upon this earth. And that's what he meant in the Olivet discourse in Matthew
24, verse 29.
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Now I'd like to read two or three verses there tonight. Immediately after the tribulation of those days, shall
the sun be darkened, the moon shall not give its light, the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven.

Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. Now | do not think that when he takes the church out of the world it's
going to be as big a shock as some people think that it's going to be. But my friend, when he comes to the
earth to establish his kingdom, that my friend is going to be a shock.

You can put that down. And the Word of God makes that clear. He shall send his angels with the great
sound of a trumpet.

They shall gather together his elect from the four winds from one end of heaven to the other. Now that is
altogether different from his coming to take his church out of the earth, and his coming now to the earth
and he sends his angels to gather his elect. And that, of course, is the nation Israel, those that are of the
remnant and the believing Gentiles in that day that are to enter the kingdom.

Now, angel ministry is never connected with the church. And at the rapture there is no angel minister.
When it says, the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, and | love that, he is coming himself for his
church.

He is not going to send an angel after you. He is coming himself. And we are told he will come with a
shout.

And someone says, yes, but the voice of the archangel. That's not an archangel, it's his voice that's like
the voice of an archangel, and the trump of God. And the trump of God doesn't mean Gabriel has a
trumpet.

He doesn't have a trumpet. | don't think Gabriel will blow a trumpet, and | don't think he owns one. And we
don't need him to blow a trumpet at all.

After all, let's don't be ridiculous about that, and I'm not trying to be irreverent, but can you imagine the
Lord Jesus at the grave of Lazarus saying, come on, Gabriel, help me get this man out of here. He didn't
need any help. All he needed was his voice.

His voice will be like that of an archangel. And it's like the trump of God. Somebody says, do you know
that? | do know that.

In Revelation 1.10, John says he is on the Isle of Patmos, and he said, | heard a voice like the sound of a
trumpet, and | turned to see, and who was it? The glorified Christ. He'll come. The Lord himself will take
his church out of this world.

What a glorious, wonderful thing that's going to be. But when he comes to the earth to establish his
kingdom, that will be later on. Now, in that interval, we believe the great tribulation takes place.

Then he comes to the earth, establishes his kingdom, and the millennial kingdom begins. And that,
actually, is what the Old Testament speaks of as the day of the Lord. And | don't think the New Testament
changes the meaning of that at all.
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Therefore, there are two episodes of prophecy that must take place before the day of the Lord can begin.
The day of the Lord will begin with a great tribulation. You see, the day in Scripture, the Hebrew day, did
not begin as my day begins with sunrise.

It began with sunset. It begins in darkness. Joel says the day of the Lord is not light, it's darkness.

It begins in darkness, but then it moves to light through the great tribulation, his coming, and then into the
light of the kingdom that he shall establish here upon the earth. Now, there are two episodes that must
take place. Paul mentions that in 2 Thessalonians, the second chapter.

Will you listen to this? I'll begin reading at verse 1. Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by our gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as from us, as that the day of the Lord is present. Let no man
deceive you by any means, for that day shall not come. The day of the Lord cannot come, the great
tribulation, except there come a falling away first.

Now, that word falling away can be translated, and it actually means departure. And we speak of it as
apostasy because it means a departure from the faith. But it also means a departure of people from the
earth.

And | believe it does have that twofold meaning here. There must come first a departure, a departure of
the true church to meet the Lord in the air, the rapture, and the departure then of the organized shell that is
left down here into total apostasy, so that the Lord said himself, when he comes, will he find the faith on
the earth? And the answer is, in the Greek, no, he won't find the faith on the earth. It will be total apostasy.

It will be that old harlot in the 17th chapter of Revelation, not the bride of Christ at all. Therefore, the
rapture is the departure of believers. And then the second thing, that man of sin be revealed.

And that means Antichrist will have to appear. And | believe he will find a ready-made world when he gets
there, a world that's waiting for him. | don't think he'll take over anything.

| think they're going to give him everything. Because to begin with, the first thing he'll do is bring peace to
this earth. And right tonight the world wants peace above everything else.

We've spent billions of dollars to get it. Antichrist is going to sell it to them at a bargain price. But it won't
last long under him, because he's not the Prince of Peace.

Now, when we say tonight that | believe that the coming of Christ is near, | believe that his coming to the
earth to establish his kingdom is near. And if that is true, then the rapture is nearer than that. It's seven
years this side of it, because the great tribulation on the earth will separate these two.

Therefore, let's look at that word near for a moment. It's a relative term. The Lord Jesus, for instance, said,
Behold, | come quickly.

We've interpreted that to mean, Behold, | come soon. He never said that. And very frankly, | use the term,
but | don't think I'm accurate, the soon coming of Christ.

What do you mean by the soon coming of Christ? And somebody could well ask me tonight, What do you
mean that the coming of Christ is near? There are certain situations and conditions that would prevail in
the last days before the revelation of Christ. Before he comes to the earth, there are certain things, a
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certain crisis in the cosmos would characterize that final age here upon this earth. And it's those things
that | would like to mention, not all of them, but a few of them tonight.

Now what we see today, it seems to be the setting of the stage. We are not seeing fulfillment of prophecy.
| do not think that.

| believe that we're seeing the setting of the stage that would seem to indicate that God is getting ready to
bring this age to an end. That means he'll remove his church first. Then the world will enter the great
tribulation under Antichrist.

Now all these different factors that are mentioned in prophecy are coming into position today not a
fulfillment, but you see in every different area today, it's not one isolated item, because there have been
isolated items in the past. But today for the first time there is a series of episodes and situations that are
coming. Now I'm going to call your attention tonight first to several features that have not appeared until
recent years, and they have not been emphasized as far as | know.

The first one that I'd like to mention, which seems to indicate that we are coming near to the end of this
age, is the fact that there is today an energy shortage in the earth. This world that you and | are living in
today, if we might put it in good old commonplace and homespun, we are running out of gas. The earth is
today, and there is a lack of energy, lack of chemicals, lack of that which is essential to carry on our
contemporary society in a modern machine age and in a scientific age.

Raw materials such as lumber and clean water, ore deposits and chemicals are disappearing. The oil
depletion is already a serious problem, and unless oil is discovered somewhere else and we have access
to it, it's not going to be air pollution that's going to cause gas rationing, but it will be an oil shortage. We
thought everything was in abundance a few years ago.

Now we seem to be running out of everything. And the interesting thing is that Isaiah mentions this.
Having pronounced judgment on all the great nations of the world and of the end times, in the 24th chapter
of Isaiah, then he looks at this world that we live in.

Now, I'm not going to spend much time with this to labor this point, but I'd like for you to note what he says.
Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty. Now, in this chapter, the word for earth is used 18 times, eris,
the Hebrew word.

And there is a great emphasis on the fact that there is a final judgment coming of this earth and that this
earth will be very much in the same condition it was when God began back in the first chapter of Genesis
and moved in, and the earth was without form and void. Only this time it's running out of gas, if you please.
Already schools have been closed in Denver, Colorado, and there is a heat shortage in the east and north
today.

And gas rationing is going to be essential, friends, because the supply is really being reduced. Now, will
you listen to this, and I'll only lift out several verses. Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty.

That is, the gas tank is empty. This earth is like a filling station. Man began to pump, and he took out
chemicals, he took out ore, he took from it the soil, all the productivity out of the soil, and he began to
pump the gas.
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Now the gas tank is empty, now that we're running out of chemicals. And it looks to me as if God created
this earth and put it here and put man here to run this age in which we live, and he says, well, now they'll
need so many gallons of gas, he put it here. He said they'll need so much of this, he put it here.

They'll need so many of the barium salts, the magnesium salts, and the sulfur salts, they'll need all of this
material. And I'll just put enough, because there's no use having a big surplus, and now we're running out.
It looks as if God's trying to tell us something.

He's saying, man, wake up. I'm getting ready to move in on you. You're running out of materials.

Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth
abroad the inhabitants thereof. Verse 3, the land, that's the earth, shall be utterly emptied, and utterly
spoiled, for the Lord hath spoken this word. You and | have been living on a gas tank that we sure have
been pumping, but there's not much more to pump.

And that to me is an indication God's getting ready to move in again upon this earth in which you and | live
today. Number two is the emphasis that's put in our day on space. Godless man for years had his eye on
a test tube and looking through a microscope, and now he's turned and he's been looking through a
telescope.

In fact, he's been looking out into space. And this generation that you and | live in has been introduced to
something new. | can remember as a little fellow that my mother used to read about the man on the moon.

Well, that was a fire story then. It's no fire story tonight. And whether you and | like it or not, they're getting
ready to make a trip a little farther out than that.

They've only been out of the front gate. They're going down in the next block. They hope to go to Mars
next time.

Emphasis on space. Somebody says, well, what do you think about that? Well, | just think this. God says,
when you get near that time, look up for your redemption, draweth nigh.

And God says, whether you like it or not, you're going to look up. And so God has got the world looking up
today. And you remember those two men said to the apostles, why stand ye gazing into the heavens? My,
we spent so much time getting to the moon and all we've got now is a bunch of rocks.

And as far as I'm concerned, they can return them because we got enough rocks down here. But may |
say to you that today, we don't need to stand gazing into heaven by, we walk the day by faith, knowing
that one of these days the call will come and those that are zoned are to leave this earth. And that could
happen at any moment.

That's tissue thin between who we are and that event tonight for no prophecy has to be fulfilled. But those
things that are to take place afterward, the stage is already being set and that certainly ought to alert
God's people. Then there is today, the third thing we'd like to mention, the breakdown of what has been
called the Judeo-Christian ethic.

When Paul the apostle went into the Roman empire, he introduced something that even unbelieving
Gibbon said brought Rome to its knees and had a great deal to do with the wreck of a pagan empire. That
was the introduction of Christianity and a new ethic. And there arose in Europe what was known as a
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Christian civilization.

I wouldn't call it that, but it has been called that. And the world came in under what is known as the
Judeo-Christian ethic, ruled by those great principles that are stated in the word of God. And even the man
who founded this country, Thomas Jefferson, that was a deist.

| don't think he was a believer. He had great respect for the word of God. And he believed actually that this
was the principle that the nation ought to be guided by.

We've come a long way. There is today a breakdown of that ethic. And tonight you and | are living in a
civilization that's as pagan as it was when Paul went out to preach the gospel.

Now, that's not made by just a wild preacher that's wild-eyed and a fanatic. Here is a statement made by a
man high up today in government and was in a university. No nation on the face of the earth at any time in
history has ever degenerated at the speed with which America has done so in the past 10 years.

We've come a long way. And Jack Shepard in Look magazine back in 1971 in January before it went out
of business, he wrote this, The frontiers died. America speeding on the whip of her people stopped inside
like an unwatched bull whose horns grow into his skull and drive him insane.

America turned on herself. We gorged and fattened. We rioted and assassinated.

We shot and cursed and burned and polluted and stomped. And we lost the American vision. America
today smells of despair.

And today the program still is, because many of these liberals are beginning now to recognize something
radically is wrong, and they think probably another program, a little more government money or another
government project will solve the problem. But it's interesting that both Sorokin in Harvard and Coyne in
London have made this statement, and | would like to pass this on to you, that today that modern man
cannot be improved by social regeneration. That cannot take place in society, for society is merely the
intersection of the fields of influence for individual personality.

Society is whatever its component citizens are inwardly. Society remains static because its component
members are spiritually inert until it is set in motion by creative minorities. What they are trying to say is
this, the only thing today that can save America now is a spiritual revival.

And | think that unless that comes, we are doomed. And the interesting thing is that no nation has ever hit
the comeback trail unless there was a revival. | think England is the classic example of that, when Wesley
led in a movement that swept over that land that absolutely transformed and reformed England, delivered
them from the revolution that came and destroyed France at that time, and almost came to this country
and had a tremendous effect the revival did in this land in which we live.

We today are reverting back to paganism. I'd like to quote from two men, and | think both are worth
listening to as they have been outstanding men. Mr. Melvin Ladd, who right now is Defense Secretary, but
before that, when he was in San Francisco at the convention there, he made this statement, and | do not
know what circumstances he made it under, but it was a strange statement coming from him.

He says, in this world it is becoming more and more unpopular to be a Christian. Soon it may become
dangerous. He knows something | don't know.
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And I'd like a quote from Mr. Robert McNamara. He says that the implications of global economic changes
in the next decade are not healthy ones for nations preoccupied with affluence, goods, and gadgetry. He
says the 1970s may bring closer a world revolution of the have-nots unless the idealism of the younger
generation can change the course of the decade.

And again, looking to that which could never solve the problem of the hour, again may | say that if you boil
down the statement of these men, and | have here many others that we'll not bore you with tonight, but
they all are saying one thing. There has to be something happen today or else it's utter chaos where we
are headed. May | say to you only a revival, and | personally am not a pessimist to the extent that | believe
a revival cannot come.

| think there is an opportunity for a revival. Now let me mention several other things, be very brief about
them. One is the fact that the world today is earthquake-conscious as it never has before, and the reason
is, is the increasing number of them and the frequency in which they occur.

And now they've discovered that this earth on which we live is very unstable, and today it apparently is
experiencing birth pains, travail. We are told these things would take place, even tremendous things in the
heavens before the Lord Jesus returned to the earth. In fact, the great tribulation begins with these events,
it closes with these events.

And then famine is a hideous specter that haunts mankind. And when | walk down through the aisles of
the supermarkets today, with shelves groaning with abundance, | recognize they could be emptied
overnight, but it's hard for me to believe that half of the population of this world went to bed tonight with
their stomachs empty, and that this matter of famine is already abroad in the land. No wonder Russia is
gracious to us today.

They are facing a famine that probably is unparalleled, and it looks like it will be next year. When will it
come our way? When Sir John Boyd Orr was Director General of the United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization, he made this statement before he resigned. He says, | shall finish my office giving a last
warning to the world.

There is only a 50-50 chance of getting over the food problem. If it is not solved, there will be world chaos
in the next 50 years. That came from a man who was in a position to know.

Now the question is, it looks as if the four horsemen of the apocalypse might be getting ready to ride. At
least they have had two or three practice runs already. So they may be getting ready to ride, and they
begin the great tribulation period.

And one of them is the one carrying the balances and crying out the fact that there is a shortage of grain
and a shortage of that which is the very staff of mankind today. Now | want to leave these signs that are
rather unusual, and | want to come back now in conclusion and mention the signs that we are accustomed
to consider. These are the ones that are largely geographical and national, and most of us are acquainted
with them, and I'll try to be brief with them.

The one | would mention here, the very first one, of course, would be the nation Israel. In 1948 they
became a nation, and this has had a tremendous impact upon a great many men. In fact, it has made
believers out of some that were doubters before.
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Even a man like Dr. William F. Albright, who was a Gentile, he was a professor of Semitic languages at
Johns Hopkins University. He spoke at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, and listen to this.
He said, it is without parallel in the annals of human history that a nation carried into captivity for 70 years
should return to resume its national life, that after nearly 600 years this same nation should again be
scattered worldwide for nearly 2,000 years and retain its identity, and that this people should then return to
rebuild its ancient homeland and achieve statehood among the family of nations.

Then Dr. Albright added this, many non-prophetic souls of whom | was one declared that such a thing was
impossible, and yet we've seen it. Since the words of the Old Testament prophets have been literally
fulfilled, we should expect the remainder of their predictions concerning the nation Israel likewise to be
fulfilled. And this is what made a believer out of this man.

| want to say that the return of these people back to that land is remarkable, has no parallel, as he says, in
the history of the world. But we are not seeing today the fulfillment of any prophecy in this return. They are
going back in unbelief today.

We are going to listen to a Jewish missionary. In fact, there'll be several Jewish missionaries. They're
missionaries to their own people.

And they're going to tell you one of them, | don't think she minds me mentioning her name because some
of you know her, Rose Warmer is in Haifa. She told us that she was a girl when Hitler came to power. Her
parents were put in the ovens.

She spent time in one of those camps of Hitler and was doomed to die. But she managed to escape and a
friend, a Christian friend, led her to the Lord. And she's become a missionary to his own people.

Now you would think that her nation would give her a medal, would reward her, would recognize her. She
says she's persecuted because she's presenting Christ. | say to you tonight, they've gone back in unbelief.

And | have a picture of the 20th anniversary celebration, and they had a big sign in that auditorium there in
Jerusalem. And it said on it, science will bring peace to this land. They've got a new Messiah.

They've rejected Jesus. And science is the Messiah that will bring peace. They haven't gone back
according to scripture.

Now they're back in the land. And that's important because they're back there at the beginning of the great
tribulation period, and they're going to have a temple also. And there is a movement under cover in Israel.

Rebuild that temple. And let's understand one thing, by the way, they don't need any marble from Indiana.
That word got around that they were shipping marble from Indiana over there.

If you've ever been to Jerusalem, friends, they don't need any more rocks over there either. There are
more rocks around Jerusalem than any place I've ever been. They don't need any stone, they have it
there, plenty of it.

But they are there in unbelief. Now when God returns them to that land, you see they were out of that land
three times. God put them down into Egypt, let them become a nation.

He brought them into the land. God sent them into Babylon because they were disobedient. He brought
them back into that land.
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And then he says there's a third time he'd put them out of that land and a third time he'd bring them back.
He's put them out the third time, but he hasn't brought them back yet. And they're going back today.

It's not the fulfillment of it. And there are many prophecies along this line. He says this, Therefore, behold,
the days come, saith the Lord.

And I'm reading now from Jeremiah 23, and | just left out verse 7. Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the Lord, that they shall no more say, The Lord liveth which brought up the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt. But the Lord liveth which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the
country, from all countries, whither | had driven them, and they shall dwell in their own land. Now, God
says, when | bring them back to that land again, I'm going to bring them from the ends of the earth.

And when | bring them to that land, it'll be by such a great miracle that they are going to forget their
deliverance out of Egypt. And the Passover, which is the religious holiday that's being celebrated in the
world today, they'll forget it, because so great will my deliverance of them be in the future. My friend, |
don't think anybody's prepared to say their present return to that land is a fulfillment of Jeremiah.

That is not the return that the Word of God mentions. Now, that can be multiplied many times in the Word
of God. So the nation Israel is back in the land.

That's merely the setting of a stage. And not only that, but we have in the north, God said there would be a
great world power in the north. And tonight there is a power there.

We call it Russia. The Word of God calls it Gog and Magog and the land of Gog. And in Ezekiel 38-39, that
nation is clearly described that's in the north.

It's to be there in the last days. Then the Word of God says that out of the east, in fact out of China, will
come a great host in the last days. Isaiah 49-12 says, Behold, these shall come from far, and, lo, these
from the north, and from the west, and these from the land of Sinai, and Sinai is China.

May | say to you, China is becoming a nation. Napoleon says, China is a sleeping giant. And God pitied a
generation that wakes it up.

We've waked it up. And then may | mention the fact that the Roman Empire is not to be revived. That was
inferred it died.

It never died. It will not be resurrected, but it will be restored and brought back together. You see, the
Roman Empire never was destroyed from the outside.

That beast in the 7th chapter of Daniel, you see it was just wounded unto death. And then there came out
this horn. And what happened? The Roman Empire fell apart.

And what Europe needs tonight is somebody big enough to put it back together again. President De
Gaulle thought he could. He couldn't.

Napoleon had tried it. He couldn't. Hitler had tried it.
He couldn't. The Popes of Rome had tried it. They couldn't.

Charlemagne tried it. He couldn't. Because there is one yet to come, that's Antichrist.
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He'll put it back together and he cannot appear. God says he cannot appear. God will not let him appear
until he's ready, until he's moved this church out of the way.

And that passage in 2 Thessalonians makes that very clear. But today Europe wants that man. And the
very interesting thing is that they are looking for him.

May | say there sits Western Europe tonight waiting for that man to appear. When he'll appear, we don't
know, but the stage today is being set. And then of course there is the apostasy that's in the church today.

And | won't dwell with that tonight at all, but the very fact that we've come as far as we've come in
apostasy, it just looks like the church can't go any farther in apostasy than it has gone. So much so that
the world outside is rebuking the church today. The church is tonight in a great apostasy and that would be
the condition, the Lord said, when he takes his church out of the world.

There will be a departure from the faith down here when there is a departure of the true church into his
presence. Now let me close with this. There is another sign that we see today and that is the fact of the
means of communication.

The word of God has something to say about that. Knowledge would increase and men would run to and
fro. Great deal, the prophets have had a great deal to say about that.

And there has arisen in our day two tremendous means of communication. You and | now have seen the
appearance of radio and television. We take it for granted.

Communication is a tremendous thing that has happened. It disseminates evil and violence and
immorality. But did you know it also disseminates the word of God.

May | say to you the potential of getting the word out today. | believe that is one of the signs. | think that
the Lord Jesus is not going to have anybody say way out yonder in some forgotten island or way up in
Alaska around the North Pole, and we get letters from up there around the North Pole today.

He is not going to let anyone say, well Lord, | didn't know about you. I'd love to have made a trip with you
at the rapture, but | never knew about you. | think he is going to let them hear it before he takes the church
out of the world.

And | see now for the first time that there is this method of getting the word out to the ends of the earth.
Now somebody says, is this scriptural? Yes. The Lord said that the world is a field.

He is the sower. We'd better keep that in mind too. He does the sowing.

And the seed is the word of God. And we are in the business of one side or the other of either getting out
the word of God, which is the wheat, or we are sowing tares, that which the enemy is sowing, the evil that
is in the world today. Oh may the Lord put us in the business of getting out the word of God today
concerning a wonderful Savior.

And the whole world ought to be able to know about him, that he is the Savior. The world does need to
know the Savior Jesus Christ. But more importantly, you need to know that Jesus died for your sins and is
offering you the gift of salvation, if you would place your faith and trust in him.
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If God is speaking to your heart right now, and you have a desire to be saved, then you can call us at
1-800-65-BIBLE and leave a voicemail request for our salvation packet. It'll provide you with the
information you need to understand God's way of salvation for your life and the whole world. Again, that
number is 1-800-652-4253.

If you'd like to hear today's sermon again, you may order a cassette tape by calling 1-800-65-BIBLE,
Monday through Thursday from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pacific Time. You can also listen online through our
streaming audio, or download an mp3 version of the sermon at tth.org. If you've been blessed by these
Sunday sermon broadcasts, would you write to us and let us know? We'd love to hear from you. Address
your letter to Sunday Sermon.

For those in the U.S., Box 7100, Pasadena, CA 91109. In Canada, Box 25325. London, Ontario, N6C
6B1.

Or you can email us from our website at tth.org. Now we pray that God will fill you with His grace, mercy,
and peace. This program has been brought to you by the faithful friends and supporters of Through the
Bible Radio Network.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/12/SID12967.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/why-i-believe-the-coming-of-lord-is-near/
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