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Chasing the Dragon 2 of 2
by Jackie Pullinger

Jackie Pullinger shares powerful testimonies of transformation through Jesus, emphasizing the importance of

prayer, forgiveness, and community in the journey of faith and recovery from addiction.

Duration: 41:59

Scripture: Mark 16:17-18, Luke 10:2, John 4:35, John 12:24, Acts 3:6, 1 Corinthians 14:2, 2 Corinthians 4:17

Topics: "Testimony"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares various stories and experiences related to the preaching of the word of
God. One story is about Peter and John encountering a beggar who asks for money, but instead, they
offer him healing in the name of Jesus. The speaker also mentions a procession where people walked and
leapt in praise of God, causing businesses to stop and people to take notice. The sermon also touches on
the impact of the word of God in prisons, where one young man's prayer led to his deliverance from drugs,
prompting the speaker to visit other prisoners and share the message of Jesus. The sermon emphasizes
the importance of forgiveness and the unfairness of ministry, as Jesus calls believers to reap where they
did not sow.

Transcript

And first of all, I couldn't make the connection, because, you know, as I told people about Jesus, some of
them knelt down in the street and said, that's wonderful, I've longed to hear words like this. And others sat
down and said, that's amazing, I want to accept Jesus. I just couldn't believe what was going on.

I thought, oh, my Chinese got so good. And actually, I wasn't saying any different from what I'd been
saying before. They were the same words.

But I realized that as I'd been praying in the spirit, secretly, in a mysterious way, and it is a mystery, God
was making me sensitive to spiritual things. And actually, what was happening was that I was saying the
same words I'd been saying before, but this time I was saying them at the right time, to the right people. I
was saying them to people who wanted to hear.

It was really unfair. You know that text that Jesus says, go out and gather in the harvest, because the
fields are already white, and you're going to reap where you didn't sow. And that's the unfairness of this
kind of ministry.
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You will. You'll go out and you'll reap where you didn't sow, and you know it's nothing to do with you. And
you can't be proud, either, because you didn't work on those people.

And, you know, I found out in nearly every instance that someone had been praying for the person who
came to the Lord. Sometimes it was a grandfather, or a pastor back in China 30 years before, or a
headmaster 20 years before. Usually you could trace that there'd been someone, somewhere, probably
who'd done all the work.

But, you know, I just got the privilege of saying the words. And so they came into the kingdom. And it was
very exciting that those who had been involved in the tribe societies, they began to come to the Lord, too.

And it happened that one young man called Aping believed, and he joined the tribes when he was about
14. He was a good fighter. And I remember him coming to me once and saying, this girl has offered herself
to me.

You know the story where Peter and John went out and met a beggar, and the beggar asked for money,
and good thing they didn't have any, because they said, no, we haven't got any, but I'll tell you what we will
do. We'll give you what we have in the name of Jesus. Rise up and walk.

And he went walking and leaping and praising God. Well, there's a song about it. So when we came to the
chorus, walking and leaping and praising God, we all walked and leapt carefully over the sewers.

And we had to go single file, because you can't walk too down the streets. We walked around the world,
and it was a lovely, lovely day, because it was the only time that I can remember that all the businesses
stopped. The Blue Film Theater stopped.

And the people came to the mouth of it, and they said, what's this? Christians praising God. I mean, we've
seen them giving out bits of paper before, you know, but we've never seen them dancing in the streets.
And we went past the gambling den, and in the gambling den was one of our young men.

And he was asleep in the gambling den, and when he heard the noise outside, he went, oh, I'm in church
and I've gone to sleep. And so he woke up and joined the procession. And then we went past the opium
dens and they stopped.

And they came to the door and he said, what's this? And we wandered around to some of the dens where
there were the big heroin demands. And unasked, the leader of our procession stopped. Now, his name
was Ah Ming, and he had just a few weeks previously got off heroin when the Lord touched him.

And he was not invited to preach, but he took this upon himself. And he stopped the procession and
started to address the air. And he was telling the air about Jesus and how Jesus had saved him.

And doing a grand job, actually. And inside the den was another young man who'd just finished taking
heroin. And he was wondering, as he'd finished sticking the needle in his arm, what to do next.

Because they always have this problem. Am I now going to go to sleep and enjoy the effect of the heroin
and wake up frightened and in pain because I don't know where to get the next lot? Or am I now, while I'm
feeling reasonable, going to go out and stick someone up so that I can get some heroin and go to sleep
without being frightened? And he was wondering about this. And he heard the noise outside, poked his
nose out of the hat, and he saw his friend addressing the air and talking about Jesus.
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And he thought, it's very strange, but he looks quite fat. And they're very keen on fat people. This is a
great blessing from God.

And truly, if you're in a place where food is scarce and you're poor, they just believe that to be large,
you've got to have time to be large and money enough to be large. So they're very keen, call it great
blessing. Anyway, there was Moses, as he was later to be called, poking his nose out of the hat, looking at
fat Amin, and thinking, how come he's fat? Because just a few weeks ago, we were sticking needles in our
arms together.

And now he's talking about Jesus, what's this? So he joined the end of the procession and we wandered
around the streets. Eventually, we came back to our little room. And I started to tell him about Jesus.

And he said, oh, he said, yes, I could believe, but I can't be a Christian. And I said, why not? And he said,
I've killed my wife. And the story was that he was quite a powerful triad leader and he had a good job in a
nightclub.

He was a bouncer. And he was so good at this that he employed some sub-bouncers. And then after that,
they employed more sub-bouncers.

So in the end, he had a bouncing business. And he didn't need to do any himself. You know, he just lived
off the others.

And this girl that he lived with loved him and she loved him very much, but he was playing around with two
other women and he refused to stop. And she was so unhappy, she began to take drugs herself. And he
took her to the hospital twice.

And the third time, she died. And then he was sorry for what he'd done. And his business went down and
he declined.

And on the night that we were walking around the city singing and dancing, he was actually sleeping in the
streets at that time. And I said, that's all right. Because when Jesus died on the cross, he was cut off from
God.

You know, he was supposed to be the son of God, that one, the one who did all the miracles. But when he
died on the cross, he took upon himself the death of your wife. I don't know whether you've ever thought
about this, but Hebrews says that Jesus despised the shame.

And I don't know whether you've ever thought about shame in this way. But it was a shameful thing for
Jesus to die because actually when he died, he was in effect pleading guilty to other people's murders and
pleading guilty to other people's rapes and all the dirty and foul things that there are in the world. He said it
was as if he'd done them.

What a terrible shame for God to take upon himself. Sometimes I begin to feel a little bit of that because I
go to court quite often and mostly I don't do anything, I just sit there because I've gone to be with
somebody who's on trial. And sometimes they're on trial for really awful things.

And I can see the policemen looking at me and I can see the public looking at me thinking, what's that girl
doing with that filthy chap there? What's she doing? And you feel ashamed being identified with shameful
people. Well, that's what Jesus did for us. He identified, he took our shame even upon himself.
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That's what I told Amal. I said, Jesus took the death of your wife upon himself. And if you give your life to
him, he can give you a new one and you'll be free.

And he prayed very happily to receive Jesus. And he went out into the street, his head just swimming. And
he met some friends in the passage outside and they saw him and they laughed.

And they said, you've got Jesus, haven't you? And he said, but I didn't care because for the first time in my
life, my heart felt light. And I thought, well, good, there's one more. Now we can go on to the next one.

And I was a little upset when he appeared a few days later for our Sunday morning gathering because we
were praying together and we were sharing things together. I said, has anybody got anything to thank God
for? Yes, he said, I really want to thank God because I've got a job. Marvelous, I thought, good.

What's your job, Amal? Well, he said, I've got a job as a team mentor, as a watcher for a heroin den. Oh,
well, that doesn't sound too good. Well, he said, it's wonderful, I really thank God because I get $15 a day
for that and that's just enough to keep me in heroin money.

I haven't had to steal or hold anybody up since I believed in Jesus. Oh, no, that doesn't sound at all right.
You know, you're not supposed to be on drugs at all if you believe in Jesus, but here was the problem.

Now you may be in that situation yourself one day. At that time, we had not begun to open our homes. I
was expecting that God would go around touching people and they would all get off miraculously, but this
one didn't and I couldn't understand why not.

So what was I going to do? Was I going to give him money myself every day? I mean, that was a
temptation. At least then he wouldn't have to work in a den or was I going to say, pray and God will get you
off miraculously, what? I mean, you might find yourself in that situation and these are some of the times
that you'll find you're very puzzled and you'll think to yourself, why does it work for other people and it
doesn't work for me, you know, why? And you're meant to go through times like that. You're meant to go
through times when there are sick people that need to be prayed for and they don't get well.

You're meant to agonize. You're meant to ask the Lord, why don't they get well? You're meant to try and
find answers because the Lord does want to work through you, not just for that person you're agonizing
over, but for many more. And I'm glad that I went through that time of agony, why? How come he's
believed in Jesus and he's out there in the streets still needing to take heroin? It just doesn't make sense.

And then we began to understand that God, of course, could quite easily get them all off instantly, but he
didn't want them lying around in the streets or living in drug dens. He wanted them in homes. He wanted
them in places where they would be looked after, where they could grow up in the new life that Jesus had
bought for them.

And that's what began to happen as we opened our homes and we found that the same miracle happened
for all of them as they believed and trusted in Jesus. Each one received the gift of a new language. In all of
their cases, we told them that they would.

And all of them said, how nice, how kind of God to give you a language to pray in. And as they prayed that
way, they were able to get off drugs without any pain. By the way, it wasn't the praying in tongues that got
people off drugs.
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It was Jesus. You don't need to pray in tongues to get off drugs. It's Jesus that gets people off drugs.

It's just that he's so kind that he gives you a way to help you pray. And that's really kind, you know,
because if an addict is in pain and coming off drugs, the last thing he actually feels like doing is praying. I
don't know what you feel like when you're ill, but I'm bad-tempered.

You know, I like to hide under the eiderdahl and I'm not too gracious even if people want to pray for me.
You know, I just want to hide. But you can imagine for an addict who's not used to praying at all, you know,
being told to pray is hard.

And so it's so kind of God. As they pray, God gives them words. And they don't know what the words are,
but they know that God is helping them to pray.

And as they do that, they go to sleep. And they wake up and have a bath and then have some noodles
and pray some more and go to sleep. And we've seen dozens coming off drugs in this way as we prayed
with them.

And the Lord does the same miracle for all of them because he's the same Lord and he's good to all. So
there have been times of agony and not understanding and times of darkness, but times of extraordinary
joy. And many in the prisons too have been touched.

It began because one young man in the prison prayed. And as he prayed, he got off drugs without any
pain. So I began to get invitations from his friends to come and see them.

And I was called to see one one day. And he and his friend were sitting in the cell with white stripes
around their uniform. And those white stripes indicated that they were dangerous prisoners, that they tried
to escape.

One of them had faked an illness and went to the hospital and they tried to escape down the air
conditioning ducts. And they got caught and the guards beat them up. And so I was telling them about
Jesus and one of them believed.

And I said to the other one before we prayed, now, you know, you have to forgive your enemies because
Jesus says that he can't forgive you unless you forgive others. And so you've got to forgive your prison
guards. Well, he said, that's done it.

He said, you've just asked me the most impossible question. And he said, I'm sorry, anything else. But
they're just like pigs.

You know, they don't even treat us like people. And you've just asked me the most impossible thing you
could. And so I said to him, oh, I am sorry.

Of course you can't forgive somebody else until you understand what it is that Jesus has done for you.
And I began to pray with the other man. And the other man began to weep.

He had an amazing story, the other man. I don't have time to tell you, but God had actually raised him
from the dead when he was a baby. And he began to weep to know that he was forgiven for what he'd
done.
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And as he began to weep, the stubborn one sitting beside him began to weep also. And then he looked up
and he said to me, he said, while you were praying, he said, God spoke to me very clearly. And he said,
he cannot forgive me unless I forgive those prison guards.

And I want to be forgiven. And I forgive them freely from my heart. And so he was born again.

And he then prayed in the spirit. You can't lay hands on them in prison, you know. They're difficult.

But there's no need because it's the Lord who gives his gifts. And so he began to pray. And he and his
friend both became model prisoners.

And the reason that he could be forgiven, the reason that he rejoiced in his forgiveness was that he gave
up his bitterness. And I think that there are many people here who might find it easier to give up riches
than to give up bitterness. And this may be something which is holding you back from following Christ with
your whole heart.

In fact, it does hold up a lot of us because many of us feel we have a right to be bitter. We feel that we
have been hard done by. We feel that we've been born into difficult circumstances or we've been through
a difficult time or we shouldn't have been misjudged or ill-treated or what a lot of terrible circumstances
that have happened.

And we sit and we dwell in self-pity and we enjoy it. And Jesus says we have to live our life to gain it. I tell
you the truth.

Unless an ear of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it
for eternal life.

Whoever serves me must follow me and where I am my servant also will be. My father will honor the one
who serves me. That man gave up his bitterness and found forgiveness and gave forgiveness and
rejoiced in a new life.

And he had a miraculous release from prison actually some weeks later, which is wonderful. And we've
seen many people's lives change like that. He wasn't on drugs, but he was in the grip of something which
was just as bad because bitterness eats you up just as much as drugs do.

And when he was prepared to give up that bitterness which he'd hugged and thought that he had a right to
then he knew new life in Jesus. It's been very exciting to see other people's lives changing because of
what happened in Hong Kong. Other people in other countries have come to hear about this and it's
terribly unfair because I found that the same thing happens all the time.

If you continue to pray in the spirit you'll find really unfairly people turn up all the time. I sit next to people
on buses and things and they turn and say, please, can I have peace in my life? I mean, they're stiff
handed on a plate. And I was in Germany some years ago and this man started to talk to me and he said
can you tell me, is there a man I can trust? He said, I used to trust a man and I trusted him with my life and
I really believed in him and he let me down.

His name was Hitler. And is there a man I can trust? And I said, yes, I'll tell you his name and I told him
about Jesus. And he got out of the train some stops later.
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I mean, just a light with joy that he'd found someone that he could trust. And he said, I never would have
thought this but who would have thought a stranger would start talking to you about trusting Hitler on a
train? Extraordinary. And I just find that the Holy Spirit does this.

And the reason is, and it's not me, the reason is that I'm quite, quite, quite convinced that in the whole
world and in New Zealand there are millions of people longing to hear, longing to hear about Jesus and all
we have to say is the word at the right time. It really isn't that much hard work to pray in the spirit. And you
will find that God leads you to people and you don't have to push Bibles at them.

You don't have to go and ask if they're saved. You don't have to bash them with Bibles or anything like
that. You'll find they want to know.

There will be an aroma about you which attracts. This happened to a man in Wakefield prison in England
and he wrote to us in Hong Kong because he heard about the boys and he said, can this happen to me?
So he wrote back and said, yes, of course. Next time I'm in England, I'll come and share with you.

But by the time I visited him in England, this is one of the top security prisons in Yorkshire, I found that
he'd already received Jesus and the chaplain had talked with him and he said, but I've got a problem. I
want to know how to share Jesus with my fellow prisoners. So I said, well, you need the power of the Holy
Spirit because that's why it's given.

It's given that we might share Jesus. So I prayed with him in the canteen and he received the gift of a new
language. And then I said to him, now pray every day, pray secretly and please don't go around the prison
telling people about Jesus.

You just keep quiet because one thing I've learned is that very few people will listen to what you say. Most
people will watch what you do. So in a prison, this is not a smart thing to go around assaulting people with
Jesus.

So you just keep quiet and pray and you'll find they'll come to you. Well, he wrote a few weeks later and he
said, there was a man that I was longing to talk to about Jesus, but he said, I resisted the temptation. I
remembered what you said and I prayed for him instead.

And he said, the next day, the man came to me and he said, can I change, can I believe in Jesus? And so
Alan began to tell him and the man said, well, I've got a problem, I'm a homosexual. And with great
wisdom, Alan asked him the best question I can imagine anybody could ask. He said, do you want to
change? And the man said, yes, I do, but I'm afraid I can't.

And Alan said, no, you can't, but Jesus can change you. And told him how this could happen and the man
received Jesus and he received the power of the Holy Spirit and he did change and he was free from that
which he wanted to be free of and received a new life. And an extraordinary sort of revival broke out in
Wakefield Prison.

One after another, after another, after another came to believe it was extraordinary. Well, Alan got himself
into solitary confinement and this solitary confinement means that for 23 hours out of 24, you're alone. And
they designed the prison so that they're all in single cells.

And the only hour that they could communicate or see one another was the exercise hour. But when they
built the prison, they made a mistake because they left all the lavatory pipes connected. So the prisoners
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used to communicate down the low pipes.

And so above Alan was this Irish terrorist and down the low pipes, they did crosswords and things. And
Alan tried to talk to him about Jesus. Well, you know, the Irish terrorist didn't want to hear about Jesus.

And so Alan prayed instead. And some weeks later, down the pipe came the voice. Of course, he said it
didn't really hurt him when he died, did it? It didn't really hurt Jesus.

So Alan said, I gave it to him. And he said, I started with Gethsemane and I went through the lot and I
didn't spare him anything. And I told him that it really did hurt Jesus.

Yes, he was God, but he was as a man and it did hurt him. And he suffered and died for all the things that
we've done. And he cried when he was on the cross.

And there was a silence at the other end. And the next day, the man prayed to receive Jesus. Well, there
was such a change in his life that the prison officers couldn't understand what was happening.

And they actually gave him a body search three times in half an hour, which is fairly unpleasant because
they thought he was planning an escape. He suddenly became a model prisoner. He stopped smoking,
stopped swearing, which is quite remarkable in prison.

And he was going along fine until one day down the pipe, this voice came to Alan. He said, I think I've
gone over the top. I think I'm overdoing it a bit.

So Alan said, why, what's happened? Well, he said, he was praying this morning and all these strange sort
of sounds came out. Well, Alan said, no, you haven't overdone it at all. You know, this is a gift from the
Lord.

It's to help you pray. And there was such an effect in that solitary block in Wakefield Prison that the prison
guards allowed Alan to talk. And he was the only one who was allowed to talk during the exercise hour.

And he preached. As they walked around for an hour, he used to preach as they walked for an hour each
day. And in that way, many of those prisoners in solitary confinement came to new life in Jesus.

You'll probably hear about this because this is going right the way through the prisons in England. There's
quite a revival there. And many people believe that this is the way that Britain will be changed.

It's because the worst men and the most lowly men have found a savior who forgives everything. And
they're all in there for really bad crimes. And they rejoice to be set free and to share this with others.

Another time I was in London and somebody telephoned. And she said, I'm a cellist. And she was playing
in a show called Annie.

I don't know whether you've had Annie over here, but she said, I want to come and see you. And by the
way, she said, I'm a Buddhist. So I asked a friend to be with me when she came to see me.

And she turned up on the doorstep. She came in, she sat down. And she started crying.

And she said, I don't know why I'm here. And I mean, I didn't know why she was there either. It turned out
that she was a Jew.
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She was born a Jew. She'd been raised and her father had made her do Freud and then Jung with a
psychoanalyst for an hour a day from the age of 17 onwards. And she'd had enough of that and several
breakdowns and so on.

And then later went into this Buddhism thing. And there she was saying, I'm the world. And so I told her
about Jesus.

And it was extraordinary because as I was telling her about Jesus, it was as if the Holy Spirit was speaking
to her. She'd come because she'd heard that Jesus had changed boys in Hong Kong. And this brought a
cellist to the doorstep.

And I felt anointed to pray in tongues. So I asked my friend to come in at that time. She was in the room
next door.

And I prayed in tongues and my friend had the interpretation. And it was an extraordinary interpretation. It
was, she had a picture of somebody throwing idols into the Kidron Valley.

And she didn't know that the girl who came to see me was into Buddhism. She didn't know anything about
her. And the first part of the interpretation was lovely.

You know, come to me, my daughter, I love you, all of that. And then it got a bit fierce. And I hate the
things you're doing.

I know what you're doing and you must throw away these idols and you must square up your life. Because
she was actually living in sin. And you must get rid of these things and follow me because I'm here as your
God.

Well, this was all pretty powerful. As my friend had no idea what we'd been talking about. And so I said to
the girl, his name was Madeline, here's a gospel, go home and read it.

And she came to a church service several days later and the Lord had done extraordinary things. He'd
been speaking to her in dreams and she was convinced that Jesus was God's son, that he was Messiah.
And she gave up her idols.

She threw out her statues. She also threw out her mantra and the scroll with her name on. And she'd been
told that if she did this, there would be curses upon her actually from the movement that she was involved
in.

But she gave them up because she found the savior. And it was lovely because some of her children
came to believe in Jesus very soon afterwards. So we found that people in all walks of life, just the same,
can be freed from whatever their problems are, whether they're drug addicts or cellists.

Actually, it was a lovely time when we were in Ireland and a Miss America came to believe in the Lord. It
was lovely. She said that she'd been to church for years and years and years and years.

She said all she did was a shopping list. And when she heard that you could actually have a relationship
with the living God, she was terribly excited. She didn't look as if she needed anything.

She was very beautiful and she was very clever. She had a wonderful husband, beautiful children, lots of
money, a lovely home, career and everything. But she didn't have the peace of God in her heart.
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And when she came to Jesus that day, she said, all of those things, they're just rubbish. I just count them
as nothing in comparison with the joy of knowing Jesus as Lord. By the way, that one that I saw in the drug
den that night, that I said, if God can change that one, he can change anyone, he became a Christian.

And he's been off drugs now for about seven years. And because of his testimony, one of the leaders in
the walled city has believed. In fact, his name is Goko.

And all those years, we've been praying for him. He came to the Lord in March this year when he was in
prison. And I went down to the cell to pray with him.

He'd just been convicted for being in possession of a large amount of opium. And the prison guard said to
me, do you have anything private to say to this man? Because I'm supposed to listen in to your
conversation. And I said, well, I do actually, I'd like to pray with him and that is private.

So he said, okay, I'll give you two minutes. So when Goko came into the room, I said, we have no time to
talk, we only have time to pray. I didn't ask him if he wanted to pray or not.

And I began to pray and he began to weep. And he asked you to listen to his life. He was baptized in the
spirit.

He began to pray in another language and he wept. And we talked and we looked at the Bible and the
prison guard never came back for an hour. And he got through a whole packet of tissues.

It was a wonderful time. That's just the beginning of another story because we're already in the middle of
another one since we've been away from Hong Kong. There's been a murder in which two of Goko's
younger brothers are involved.

We don't know the details. We'll find out when we go back. But this illustrates exactly what happens.

That day when I prayed with him in March was one of the happiest days of my whole life because I'd been
praying for him for 15 years. I knew he would be a Christian one day. I was just, you know, it's just
wonderful when it happened.

And he said he would give up his whole gang. And later on he testified as he was baptized in water that he
would give it all up to follow Jesus. This is what I'd hoped for.

This is one of those moments of extraordinary glory. But we are now punched back to the other end
because we'll have to go back and sort out what's happened in this murder, in this gang fight that his
brothers are involved in. There will be a lot of pain because somebody's died and their family's affected
and there are 30 people from the wall city running at the minute.

And they're running away from the police because there are 40 people involved in this fight. And in a kind
of way, we dread going back a little bit because we know that we're going to go back to a hard time and
there's no easy way to smile your way through murders and gang fights and other people's deep grief and
sorrow. And the awful regret for those who may have to spend the rest of their lives in jail after a mistake
like this.

But we know that if we are prepared to share suffering with Christ, that is to go in with the love of Christ to
those people and say, he loves you. Whatever you've done, he'll forgive you. We'll stand by you.
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Even if other people look down upon you and spit at you for what you've done, Jesus still loves you and
will stand by you and will hurt as you hurt and will rejoice as you rejoice. If you are prepared to go through
times like that, times of suffering, to be intensely involved in other people's problems rather than your own,
then I believe you'll share the glory with Christ. Second Timothy, if we died with Christ, we shall live with
him.

If we endure, we shall reign with him. If we disown him, he will disown us. If we are faithless, he will remain
faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

And Timothy, for as he was writing to Timothy, was actually at that time in prison suffering himself. He
said, and I suffer even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But he said, I endure.

I endure everything for the sake of those who have been called to Jesus, that they may obtain salvation.
That is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. So there you are.

You can choose how you'd like to live your life. You can choose whether you'd like to hang on to your
personal problems, and especially those places where you feel you have a right to feel hurt or aggrieved
or upset. Or to pity yourself.

You can choose to hang on to that. Or you can say, I'm going to die to that. That's not much of a life
anyway.

And I choose to live in Christ. I'm going to die to that old life. I want to receive new life in Christ.

And having done so, having received new life in Christ, and if most of you here have already, you can
again choose how you're going to live that life in Christ. Whether you're just going to go to meetings and
have a sort of glory session every now and again, or whether you're going to obey what the gospel says,
which is to sell everything that you have and give to the poor. That is to give up everything that stands
between you and following Jesus with a whole heart.

So do that. Actually, you'll find you lose nothing. You gain everything.

And if you feel frightened to embark upon this kind of life, that's all right, because he's looking for weak
people. He's looking for weak people because he says that in our weakness, his strength will be made
perfect. And he offers the power of his Holy Spirit to accompany us.

He says he'll teach us how to speak. He'll teach us how to walk. He'll help us to remember what he said.

He'll give us gifts of healing that the sick might be healed. He'll give us words of prophecy to encourage
those who are downtrodden and weary and puzzled and upset. He'll give us wisdom and knowledge.

He'll give us gifts of tongues that we might talk to him when we don't know how to with our understanding.
There's no end. There's no end to the gifts that he gives us, that we might follow him and minister in his
name and that we might minister to one another.

You can't lose. You have nothing to lose. You have everything to gain by giving your whole life to Jesus
Christ and having given it to keep doing so because that's what he means when he says that you have to
deny yourself and take up your cross every day.
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And the cross was painful for Jesus. In fact, I think one of the most awful things that must have been for
him was the shame of not even being able to carry his own, you know, the most indignity that there could
be. He couldn't even carry his own cross in the end.

Somebody else had to carry it for him because he stumbled. But he set his face with joy because he knew
what was before him and he was willing to go through that path for the glory that he knew that would be
revealed and that's what's for all of us. What I'd like to do now is pray.

I have a message in tongues and there will be somebody here who has the interpretation of that message
and whoever has it should speak it loud enough for us all to hear. And I think that after that, there may
very well be other people who have words of prophecy. It may be that the Lord's already been speaking to
you.

It may be that as we pray in a minute, you find he gives you words. Would you please share them so we
can hear what the Lord's saying? And if anybody has words of knowledge about anyone who's sick or any
other problem here that needs dealing with, please share them so that we can invite those people to come
and pray so that all here with any problems, all here who've got any kind of old life that they hate can just
have that dealt with and find new life and release and power and forgiveness and healing and wholeness
in Jesus. We bless you, Jesus.

We thank you that you suffered for us and that you were willing to suffer, that you didn't follow your own
will, but you who are God yourself even who could have stayed in heaven with your father, who could
have chosen another path. We thank you that you obeyed your father and you did his will. You drank the
cup that he gave you.

And we thank you that you did this with joy, despising the shame and the suffering. And we bless you. We
love you.

And we thank you for such extraordinary love towards us, every one of us here. And we'd like to follow
you. Not sure if we can because we know ourselves and we know that there's much in our lives which is
wrong.

And we hate it, actually. And so we'd like to give it to you. Please take it away and make us new in our
hearts.

Give us the heart and the mind of Christ Jesus that we might be like him. Give us a new heart and a new
mind. And we pray that you fill us with your spirit too, that we have your power to walk this life, that we
might share with you your suffering and share with you your glory.

In Jesus' name. Amen. Yes, you couldn't hear.

The Lord said through interpretation that he's come to give us new life. And this life is in his son. And he
doesn't want us to seek that life anywhere else, but in his son.

And he wants us to come daily to him and seek that life and his presence.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/14/SID14681.mp3
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