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The Perseverance of the Saints
by James Arminius

The sermon explores the concept of the perseverance of the saints, emphasizing the role of faith and the Holy

Spirit in maintaining salvation amidst challenges.

Scripture: Jude 1:24

Topics: "Eternal Security", "Holy Spirit"

Description

James Arminius discusses the perseverance of the saints, emphasizing that true believers, empowered by
the Holy Spirit, have the strength to overcome spiritual battles with the assistance of God's grace. He
acknowledges the ongoing assistance of Jesus Christ in times of temptation, highlighting the importance
of believers seeking His help and remaining steadfast in faith to avoid falling away. Arminius expresses
the need for a thorough examination of Scripture to understand if believers can potentially drift away due
to negligence, returning to worldly ways and forsaking sound doctrine, despite his belief that genuine
believers cannot ultimately lose their salvation.

Transcript

V. THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

My sentiments respecting the perseverance of the saints are, that those persons who have been grafted
into Christ by true faith, and have thus been made partakers of his life-giving Spirit, possess sufficient
powers [or strength] to fight against Satan, sin, the world and their own flesh, and to gain the victory over
these enemies -- yet not without the assistance of the grace of the same Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ also by
his Spirit assists them in all their temptations, and affords them the ready aid of his hand; and, provided
they stand prepared for the battle, implore his help, and be not wanting to themselves, Christ preserves
them from falling. So that it is not possible for them, by any of the cunning craftiness or power of Satan, to
be either seduced or dragged out of the hands of Christ. But I think it is useful and will be quite necessary
in our first convention, [or Synod] to institute a diligent inquiry from the Scriptures, whether it is not
possible for some individuals through negligence to desert the commencement of their existence in Christ,
to cleave again to the present evil world, to decline from the sound doctrine which was once delivered to
them, to lose a good conscience, and to cause Divine grace to be ineffectual.

Though I here openly and ingenuously affirm, I never taught that a true believer can, either totally or finally
fall away from the faith, and perish; yet I will not conceal, that there are passages of scripture which seem
to me to wear this aspect; and those answers to them which I have been permitted to see, are not of such
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a kind as to approve themselves on all points to my understanding. On the other hand, certain passages
are produced for the contrary doctrine [of unconditional perseverance] which are worthy of much
consideration.
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