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Letter 11

by James Bourne

The sermon emphasizes the importance of trusting in God's sovereignty and lovingkindness, even in the midst of
trials and affliction.

Scripture: Psalm 34:17, Psalm 138:3, Proverbs 11:2, 2 Corinthians 12:9, James 4:10
Topics: "Faith In Suffering”, "Gods Goodness"

Description

James Bourne shares about his deep experiences of God's goodness and faithfulness amidst trials and
afflictions, leading him to cry out to God and experience a close union with Him. He expresses a profound
love for God even in the midst of suffering, recognizing that through afflictions, he finds inexpressible
delight and a deep connection with his heavenly Friend. Bourne humbly acknowledges his own
insignificance while placing strong confidence in God, marveling at the Lord's kindness in teaching us
about His lovingkindness and humbling us to remove pride.

Transcript

[To the Rev. J. W. Brook.]
My dear Sir,

| was very desirous of seeing you when you were in town last, but things so happened that it could not be.
I had much of God's goodness fresh upon my heart, and could have told you of many sweet interferences
of God in my behalf. | have been sorely tried with distressing fears for many months respecting my old
malady. These have exercised me nearly as much as the actual affliction; but all has brought me into the
dust before God, to cry mightily to him, and has been the means of much intercourse between God and
my soul, accompanied with the fullest and sweetest assurances of his love and favour. His kind familiarity
and condescending care over me, have so endeared him to me, that even in my sorest troubles | have
stood astonished, and said, Lord, | love this sore affliction, however hard to flesh and blood, while | feel
such a close union with thee, my best and only Friend, who lovest at all times. How can | wish to be
delivered from what seems to be the means of such inexpressible delight? | can have no other heaven. O
let me be perfectly resigned, knowing that thou art righteous in all thy dealings

O how little did | appear in my own eyes, and yet how much strong confidence | had in the Rock of Ages! |
see God's wonderful kindness, in taking such pains with us to make us understand his lovingkindness,
and to hide pride from our eyes.
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Yours &c. J. B.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/james-bourne/letter-11/
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