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Reception Unsectarian
by J.B. Stoney

The sermon discusses the careful reception of believersinto communion, emphasizing the need for sound faith,
moral integrity, and the importance of discipline within the assembly.

Scripture: Matthew 11:25, 1 Corinthians 3:1, Galatians 4:1, Ephesians 4:14, Hebrews 5:13
Topics: "Spiritual Maturity", "Christian Growth"

Description

The preacher delves into the concept of 'nepios' in the Bible, which refers to both physical and spiritual
immaturity. This term is used to describe those lacking experience, untried, ignorant, or simple-minded,
particularly in the context of Gentiles. The Apostle Paul and other biblical writers use 'nepios' to highlight
the need for believers to grow in spiritual maturity, moving from being infants in Christ to spiritually mature
individuals who can handle solid spiritual food.

Transcript

My statement was, that if a godly clergyman presented himself for communion | should receive him, and
though he returned to system, yet | should receive him again as | had received him before, not as if he
were in fellowship, but as one desiring to break bread; but | added, he is now subject to discipline, and if
he did anything in doctrine or practice to compromise the holiness of God's house, he would be dealt with
accordingly and publicly. Now this is very different from the mode of action of those who assume open
ground. They receive every Christian who is sound in faith and morals, that is their avowed terms of
communion. They take no notice of where (as to association) they come from. They make no difference
between saints in the Establishment or sects, and brethren.

They do not see that Newton's heresy sprung up in the midst of brethren who assume to be on the ground
of the church of God intelligently -- hence there is a great difference as to moral standing between a saint
in the Establishment or the sects and one from any company which is under discipline. All we ask for is
jealousy for Christ in His own house. We receive a believer from the Establishment or the sects when
assured that such an one is sound in faith and morals, while we do not receive one from [Open] "Brethren"
(so called) unless he has absolutely cleared himself of all association with the defiled company.

But the moment a Christian is received in the fellowship of the Lord's supper he is identified with all the
privileges and responsibilities of the assembly, and therefore he is amenable to discipline. If a clergyman
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were received this Sunday, and returned to his church the following Sunday, the assembly could take no
notice, but if he in any way in doctrine or by practice dishonours the Lord, even though he may have
withdrawn from fellowship, yet as he was once in the fellowship he must now be put away as unfit for it.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jb-stoney/reception-unsectarian/
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