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Expository Thoughts On John - JOHN 15:17-21
by J.C. Ryle

Transcript

"This I command you--to love one another."

"If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, the world would love
you as its own. However, because you do not belong to the world, but I chose you out of the world, for this
reason the world hates you. Remember what I told you, â€˜A slave is not greater than his master.â€™ If
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they obeyed my word, they will obey yours too. But
they will do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know the one who sent
me.

The passage before us opens with a renewed exhortation to brotherly love. For the third time in this
discourse our Lord thinks it needful to press this precious grace on the attention of His disciples. Rare,
indeed, must genuine charity be, when such repeated mention of it is made! In the present instance the
connection in which it stands should be carefully observed. Christian love is placed in contrast to the
hatred of the world.

We are shown first, in this passage, what true Christians must expect to meet in this world--hatred and
persecution. If the disciples looked for kindness and gratitude from man they would be painfully
disappointed. They must lay their account to be ill-treated like their Master. "The world hates you. Be not
moved or surprised. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my word,
they will keep yours also."

Facts, painful facts in every age, supply abundant proof that our Lord\
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