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Expository Thoughts On John - JOHN 19:38-42
by J.C. Ryle

Transcript

After this Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus (but secretly, because he feared the Jewish
authorities), asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission, so he went
and took the body away. Nicodemus, the man who had previously come to Jesus at night, accompanied
Joseph, carrying a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about seventy-five pounds. Then they took
Jesusa€™ body and wrapped it, with the aromatic spices, in strips of linen cloth according to Jewish burial
customs. Now at the place where Jesus was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden was a new
tomb where no one had yet been buried. So because it was the Jewish day of preparation and the tomb
was nearby, they placed Jesusa€™ body there.

There is a peculiar interest attached to these five verses of Scripture. They introduce us to a stranger, of
whom we never heard before. They bring in an old friend, whose name is known wherever the Bible is
read. They describe the most important funeral that ever took place in this world. From each of these three
points of interest we may learn a very profitable lesson.

We learn, for one thing, from these verses, that there are some true Christians in the world of whom very
little is known. The case of Joseph of Arimathea teaches this very plainly. Here is a man named among
the friends of Christ, whose very name we never find elsewhere in the New Testament, and whose history,
both before and after this crisis, is completely withheld from the Church. He comes forward to do honor to
Christ, when the Apostles had forsaken Him and fled. He cares for Him and delights to do Him service,
even when dead--not because of any miracle which he saw Him do, but out of free and gratuitous love. He
does not hesitate to confess himself one of Christ\
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