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Expository Thoughts On John - JOHN 20:11-18
by J.C. Ryle

Transcript

But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she bent down and looked into the tomb. And she
saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus&€™ body had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet.
They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" Mary replied, "They have taken my Lord away, and |
do not know where they have put him!" When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.

Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?" Because she thought he
was the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and
I will take him." Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni" (which means
Teacher). Jesus replied, "Do not touch me, for | have not yet ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers
and tell them, 4€°1 am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.a€™" Mary
Magdalene came and informed the disciples, "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them what Jesus had
said to her.

The interview between the Lord Jesus and Mary Magdalene immediately after His resurrection, described
in these verses, is a narrative peculiar to John. No other Evangelist has been inspired to record it. Of all
the accounts of the appearances of our Lord, after He rose from the dead, none perhaps is so affecting
and touching as this. He that can read this simple story without a deep interest, must have a very cold and
unfeeling heart.

We see, first, in these verses, that those who love Christ most diligently and perseveringly, are those who
receive most privileges from Christ\
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