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Expository Thoughts On Luke - Luke 16:13-18
by J.C. Ryle

Transcript

SERVING TWO MASTERS

These verses teach us, firstly, the uselessness of attempting to serve God with a divided heart. Our Lord
Jesus Christ says, "No servant can serve two masters--for either he will hate the one and love the
other--or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon."

The truth here propounded by our Lord appears, at first sight, too obvious to admit of being disputed. And
yet the very attempt which is here declared to be useless is constantly being made by many in the matter
of their souls. Thousands on every side are continually trying to do the thing which Christ pronounces
impossible. They are endeavoring to be friends of the world and friends of God at the same time. Their
consciences are so far enlightened, that they feel they must have some religion. But their affections are so
chained down to earthly things, that they never come up to the mark of being true Christians. And hence
they live in a state of constant discomfort. They have too much religion to be happy in the world, and they
have too much of the world in their hearts to be happy in their religion. In short, they waste their time in
laboring to do that which cannot be done. They are striving to "serve God and mammon."

He that desires to be a happy Christian, will do well to ponder our Lord\
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