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Into the Night
by Jill Briscoe

The sermon encourages listeners to trust in God's plan and sovereignty, even in the midst of uncertainty and

fear.

Scripture: Psalm 23:4, Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:5, Isaiah 41:10, Hebrews 13:5

Topics: "Faith In Action", "Persecution And Suffering"

Description

Jill Briscoe shares the harrowing journey of Christian hero Festo Kivengere and his wife Mera as they flee
Uganda to escape persecution from President Idi Amin's soldiers. In the darkness of the African night, with
fear gripping their hearts, they face the daunting task of crossing treacherous mountains to reach safety in
Rwanda. An invisible angel, Hark the Herald Angel, observes their struggles, unable to intervene but
deeply concerned for their safety and well-being.

Transcript

In the dark African night, two weary people bounced along in a car at the foot of a tall, black mountain.

"Look out! There's only a path. We're not even on a road anymore," the woman shouted to her husband.

The man and woman were scared. When they turned to look back, their worried eyes seemed to shine
with tears.

They could not see the invisible angel riding along with them. Hark the Herald Angel had been sent from
heaven. His job was to fill in a few gaps in the record of Christian hero Festo Kivengere. But now, seeing
the fear on Festo's face, Hark worried that he had found the wrong person. This man is running for his life.
Could he really be a hero? Hark wondered.

Because he was an angel, Hark could hear people's thoughts, even when they said nothing out loud. Now
he could feel the fear that wrapped around Festo and his wife, Mera, like a knotted rope.

But Hark could not help the two people. He had gone back in time. What he was seeing had already
happened. He could not change it. He could only watch -- and worry -- as he recorded the missing facts of
Festo's story.

"Mera is ill," Hark wrote on his heavenly notepad. "She has a fever and is growing weaker. She needs to
rest. But she's afraid the soldiers are following them. And if the soldiers catch them . . ."
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Hark could not bear to write the rest. President Idi Amin's soldiers already had killed many Christians in
Uganda. Festo's name was next on their list.

So Festo and Mera were trying to escape from Uganda, their beautiful homeland. They would be safe if
they could reach Rwanda, the country next to Uganda. But to get there, they had to cross the mountains
tonight, before the soldiers found out they had left.

But maybe the soldiers already know about their escape, Hark worried. Maybe they are already following.
Or perhaps up ahead more soldiers wait to jump out and capture the two nervous travelers.

It was almost too much for Hark. He was not used to being worried and afraid. After all, there are no such
feelings in heaven!

Then Hark realized there was still another problem. Sometimes other narrow paths crossed the trail. He
watched as Festo and Mera looked this way, then that way. They turned the car around and tried going
another direction. Then they turned around again, bumping and bouncing as the car rumbled over the
rocky trails. Sometimes the car bounced right to the edge of the narrow path. Mera thought they were
going to fall over the steep side!

They're looking for something, thought Hark. He caught his breath as he realized what it was.

The trail, Hark gasped. They can't find the right trail to cross the mountains. Festo and Mera are lost!

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jill-briscoe/into-the-night/
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