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'I've Just Met Jesus!'
by Jill Briscoe

Festo's journey from anger and despair to joy and transformation after meeting Jesus illustrates the power of
faith and forgiveness.

Scripture: Matthew 28:19, Luke 15:7, Acts 1:8, Romans 5:8, 2 Corinthians 5:17
Topics: "Personal Evangelism”, "Spiritual Transformation”

Description

Jill Briscoe shares the powerful story of Festo, a man whose life was transformed by encountering Jesus
after initially resisting Him. Despite his initial anger and disbelief, Festo's heart was softened by the love
and forgiveness of Christ, leading to a radical change in his life. Festo's encounter with Jesus led him to
passionately share the message of God's love and forgiveness with everyone he met, ultimately becoming
a bold evangelist spreading hope and joy around the world.

Transcript

"Uncle Festo! Uncle Festo! called a high, shrill voice. It was Festo's niece. "Come to church with us,
please," she begged. Festo's twelve-year-old sister ran up to him, too.

"Please, Festo! It's so exciting, we can't wait to go!"

Festo was amazed. "Why, little sister, you used to squirm and wiggle in church. You wanted to go home
as soon as you sat down," he teased. "What has happened to you?"

Without a reply, the little girl took Festo's hand. She pulled him along the path to the church. When they
got there it was full. People were even standing along the side and in the doorway. There was a light on
their faces and laughter in their eyes. There was so much joy and happiness Festo couldn't believe his
eyes or ears.

The girls wanted him to come right to the front of the church.

"I'll sit here on the backseat, thank you," he said.

The service began. | can leave when | want to, Festo thought. I'll wait a few minutes and then go home.
Suddenly his niece stood up and began to talk.

"Why, what is she doing? She's talking about me," Festo said out loud. He was shocked.
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"The Lord has told me that all our prayers for Festo have been answered," his niece told everyone in the
church. "He will come to Jesus before this day ends!"

Festo was angry. He ran out of the church. He spent the rest of the day getting drunk. His head was fuzzy
when he got on his bicycle to ride home at the end of the day.

"Humans always get dizzy and do silly things when they drink too much alcohol," Hark wrote. He was sad
that Festo was so angry. He thought about what Festo's niece had said, that Festo would come to Jesus
before the day ended. Watching him weave unsteadily along a dusty path on his bicycle, Hark doubted it
was going to happen!

Suddenly Festo's friend came running down the road after him.

"Festo! Stop, stop!" he shouted. Festo fell off his bike he was so surprised. His friend's face was shining
with happiness. He looked as if he had just opened all his Christmas presents!

"Festo, | have just met Jesus Christ! | know my sins are forgiven. Please forgive me for all the bad things
we did and said together. | will no longer live like that. Jesus has given me something much better."2

Hark was so excited about what was happening. "Festo is stunned," he wrote quickly. He followed Festo
to his home and into his room. Then Festo fell on his knees and cried out in despair.

"God, if you are there, and if you can do anything for me, then please do it now. If I'm not too far gone . . . .
help!"3

Then Festo saw Jesus clearly. The King of heaven looked at Festo with eyes full of forgiveness. Jesus told
Festo how much He loved him.

And Festo's life was changed forever.

Festo was soon rushing through the streets. He stopped everyone he saw. "lI've just met Jesus!" he told
them. "My sins are forgiven!4

Hark looked at the notes C.D. had given him. He read that this was the message Festo would never stop
telling. He would go all over Africa and around the world telling people about God's love and forgiveness.

It was a joyful message of love and hope. But in Uganda, this message had already cost many Christians
their lives. And many more were soon to die.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jill-briscoe/ive-just-met-jesus/
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