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Book of Acts Series - Part 21 | Red Light,
Green Light

by Jim Cymbala

Jim Cymbala's sermon highlights the necessity of being led by the Holy Spirit in making decisions aligned with

God's will, as illustrated through the experiences of Paul and Barnabas in the Book of Acts.

Duration: 35:35

Scripture: Acts 16:6

Topics: "Book Of Acts"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker reflects on how many people have messed up their lives, especially those
talented in music, because they pursued their own desires instead of seeking God's plan for their lives.
The speaker emphasizes the importance of being led by God and not following the influence of bad
company. They also highlight the danger of making decisions without seeking God's guidance. The
sermon concludes with a prayer for God to break and mold the hearts of the listeners so that they desire to
do His will and follow Jesus faithfully.

Transcript

For those of you that are visiting, we've been doing a series here for a number of months now on the Book
of Acts. The Book of Acts is the fifth book of the New Testament. Acts is a historical book written by Luke,
a Greek, a Gentile, the only Gentile writer of the New Testament, of a letter, a book, and he also wrote the
Gospel of Luke.

And what he does is he picks up the story of Jesus' death and resurrection, and now in the Book of Acts,
it's the birth of the church. It's who we are. Not what you saw growing up, not in your Baptist church, your
Methodist church, your Indonesian church, your Polish church, your black church, your whatever, but the
Christian church as God planned for it to look like, that's why he gave us the record of it.

Not without flaws, not without problems, but the Christian church, God using it to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. That's the great purpose we find of the church being on the earth so that it can witness for
Christ and then disciple those who could come in to the saving knowledge of Christ. Many things are part
of that as we've learned.
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We've learned about preaching and prayer and worship and all kinds of things. We've lately been talking
about after the conversion of the worst persecutor of the Christian church, Saul of Tarsus, he gets
converted and becomes eventually the Apostle Paul. He ends up in Antioch in Syria, and we learned over
the last couple months that he went out with a man named Barnabas on a missionary journey.

We studied what happened on that as he went into what we would now know as Turkey and as he went
from place to place spreading the good news with spiritual results, but also with adverse reactions from
the population and persecution ensued. So now we've learned that they went back to Antioch, Paul and
Barnabas, to give a report of what God had done. And while they're there a number of other things
happen, but they got into a disagreement over who they should bring on their next trip.

As they go out, John Mark, who wrote the book of Mark, had kind of gotten frightened on the first trip and
returned home early, left them without his assistance. Paul said, no, we can't take him on the next one.
Barnabas said, yeah, we have to.

They had a sharp disagreement. Barnabas went off with John Mark to Cyprus, the island in the
Mediterranean, and then Paul joined up with Silas, wonderful worker, man of God, and they took off on
what is in the back of your Bible, if you have a map, called Paul's second missionary journey. He's now
with Silas.

And what we learned is they went back to the cities where they had planted the gospel and started
churches, and that took great courage, because they were going back to places where they had been
chased out of town, beaten. In Lystra, Paul had gotten stoned, and yet he says, no, I got to go back. Why?
I got to see how the spiritual children are doing.

Oh, it's something when the love of God grips your heart. You stop thinking about yourself and you start
thinking of others. That's the story of the book of Acts, really sacrificial living.

So they go back on this trip, and they're going around, and they visit the places that they had been in
reverse order, a place called Derbe, and then Lystra, where he had been stoned, then Iconium, then a
place called Antioch in Pisidia. And now they want to move on, but they run into what I'm calling this
sermon, red light, green light, because some things ensue that we're not used to hearing about, but we
need to. Let's look.

It's only a few verses. Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. Asia there means
Turkey, northern Turkey.

That's where they wanted to go. When they came to the border of Messiah, they tried to enter Bithynia,
that's even further north, but the spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. So they passed by Messiah and
went down to Troas, and during the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia, that's northern
Greece, standing and begging him, come over to Macedonia and help us.

That's odd. They want to preach the gospel, but the Holy Spirit forbids them. Then they want to preach the
gospel elsewhere, and the spirit of Jesus, same spirit, won't let them.

What's that all about? And what's it mean to us today? Well, let me ask you a few questions. Moral
teaching for the Christian faith comes from the Bible. Right and wrong is decided by the Bible, not how you
feel led or what your friends think or how you grew up and wherever you're from.
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We go to the Bible to find out that lying is wrong. We go to the Bible, we can't justify anything the Bible
condemns. Amen? And we know what God wants us to do from the Bible, how to live a life of love.

But let's say, how about this man who came to my office now many months ago, and he had a great job
here in the city. He's a member of the church. He's here in the building today.

And he had been released from his job. They cut back and he was part of that, and now he's without a job.
And he's got a high mortgage and he's got two boys and a lovely wife.

So he's smart and he loves God. So he comes to me and he says, so here's what Pastor Semba, I want to
talk to you. I got a chance possibly for a job, let's say down in Nashville.

But then there's the possibility we could go to another state where I think one of them is from and just start
all over there. A lot less standard of living, cost of living, because New York is a beast when it comes to
cost of living. Am I right, folks? Or I could keep looking here in New York.

So what should I do? I said, I don't know. Let's talk about it. Elaborate it on the options.

What verse could we go to in the Bible that would tell him what to do? None. No verse in the Bible says go
to Nashville. Or if there is, you have a bad Bible.

We agreed and we prayed, God, show him what to do. It's not a moral question. Whether he went to
Nashville or any other place or stayed in New York, nobody could condemn him and say you're a
disobeying God.

Let's take another situation. Let's say your children are in school and with the Board of Education and all
schools now being affected by it, you find out that even though they're very young, they're being taught
things that are totally contrary to the Bible about sexuality, about what marriage means. So now what do
you do? Pull the kid out of school.

You can't be around that kind of teaching. Not so fast. How about other people who can't afford to pull their
children out of school? Where would they send them? You got to homeschool them.

If you can, you feel so led, do it. But not everybody can homeschool because a lot of mothers are working.
What verse would tell us what to do? None.

Surely you need wisdom. Let's say you feel like I got to keep him in that school, which a lot, come on,
we're all facing this here in New York City. The Board of Ed got some nasty textbooks.

Speaking of nasty, nasty textbooks. And they endorse it. And the whole agenda and philosophy of the
Board of Education is not a Christian agenda whatsoever.

How many are aware of that? Just say amen. So now what do you do? You can offset the teaching in the
school because you have the children all day long. How do you approach that subject? What if the kids
are so young they don't know about the birds and the bees and you have to start talking about all? How do
you do that? But how should you do it? Should you pull them out or move to where you're going to escape
this in this city? Or in this country? Or how about a simple thing like your lease is up in your apartment?
And you now you decide what do I keep? They're raising it.
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Do I keep paying money in every month which goes down the drain? Or do I try to scrape some money
together and we buy something? Because buying is better than renting, isn't it? Well, but what if you can't
afford? So should I stay here or should I move? Or how about if you meet someone and they're a Christian
and you start to have feelings toward them? So where is this going? How do you know if this is the one
that you're to marry if that's what God's will is? How would you find that out? Would you look in the Bible
and find a verse? Look for her picture? You won't find it in there. Or take for example this week somebody
came to my office and said our organization would like you to consider going overseas and representing
us and working with us to help pastors in Lithuania and showed me the letter of the leaders of Lithuania
say please come over and teach our pastors. It's hard here.

Encourage us. We need it. So should I go or not go? Let me see.

Let me look in the Bible. Maybe it's in the Psalms. No, it's not in the Bible.

Well, wait a minute if someone was led to invite you pastor Jim Cimbala to go somewhere shouldn't you
say yes because God must have put it on their heart? Well, if I go to every invitation I get I would never
pastor a church. I turn down 90% of those kinds of invitations. So then maybe you should just not go to
anyone.

Well, is that God's will that I should never go anywhere to help anyone? Ah, you're not going to find that in
the Bible. You're going to find it by the red light green light that Paul and his companions experienced. I
want to tell you something in the next 10 minutes that can really help you enjoy the richest blessings of
God and avoid a lot of bad stuff along the way in life.

I want to tell you something now simply if you and I can receive it to enjoy being in the right person at the
right time blessed by God, although there'll always be problems, but avoiding all kinds of problems
financial and otherwise. And what it is, it's the red light green light being led by the Spirit of God. This is
what's happening to Paul and Silas and the team.

They went out originally from Antioch. And do you remember how Paul and Barnabas went out? The Bible
says as they were worshiping the Lord and ministering to God the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas
and Saul to the work that I have called them to do. How in the world did the Holy Spirit say that? Obviously
through some gift of the Holy Spirit in a public meeting.

They actually had their name mentioned and that's why they went out. No committee decided it. They
didn't feed it into a computer with some software.

No, the Spirit said you two don't stay here you go. I have work for you to do. The Christian church for more
or less now has totally abandoned the idea that the Holy Spirit is in charge of the church of Jesus Christ.

We leave it to councils and really smart people and books on church growth or whatever. But that's why
the Holy Spirit was sent to direct the affairs of the Christian church and of each individual Christian life. We
see this back in the Old Testament, don't we? When God delivered the Israelites out of Egypt under the
leadership of Moses they went out in a wilderness and they were there for 40 years in the wilderness.

And when they camped people believed there was about a million people who camped. Well, how long
would they camp in a certain place? They had no idea because God led them. God kept them there
sometimes for six months, sometimes for nine months, sometimes for two weeks.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 5

He put a pillar of fire at night and a cloud during the day and when that moved they knew to move. Why?
Because God said move. He knows better than us.

He knows what's waiting for us around the bend. So we got to follow the way God leads us. There was no
law verse in the law of Moses when to move, when not to move.

This was done on a daily, hourly, sensitive basis for them looking up and saying we're going. And if
someone would ask them how long are you staying here? I don't know. I'm not in charge.

The cloud is in charge. God is in charge. When he moves, we move.

When he stays, we stay. Well, isn't that boring? No, it's good. It's exciting.

It's great to be under the protection and guidance of Almighty God. Can we put our hands together and
say amen? So today we have ministers switching churches because they want to make themselves go up
the chain of really being important in their denomination. They have plans.

I hear ministers say I only want to stay here about two or three years because I want to get a bigger
church in this 500. I want to get to like a 1,500 member church because then I can be a super pastor one
day. Now that's told to me all the time.

That's a long way from the book of Acts, isn't it? Let's get down to the nitty-gritty of this and just apply it to
our lives. You notice something about this story that's unusual. You would think that the Holy Spirit would
check us and stop us if we were going to do something bad.

And that's true. Romans 8, I think 14 says those that are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.
And it's in that context of overcoming the flesh and sin.

The only way to do that is to be led by another impulse. You don't fight sin by fighting the sinful impulse.
You fight sin by getting under a different directive, a different leader.

Flowing with a different source instead of the flesh or pride, the world and its ideas. We submit to God and
as we yield to him and his thoughts and suggestions, we find ourselves being delivered from that junk that
we were in. But it's only done by following the Spirit for they that are led by the Spirit of God are the
children of God.

But it goes beyond that, doesn't it, here in this story? Because they're not trying to do anything bad. Notice
the strangeness of this. They want to go into Asia, i.e. northern Turkey, to preach the gospel.

To preach the gospel and the Holy Spirit forbids them to do it. Why? Because he's in charge and we follow
God's orders. God loves us so much that he has a plan for our life.

How many believe that he has a plan for your life? Just lift your hand. How detailed is that plan? Does he
care about living and dying or going in the ministry or being a missionary? Yeah, he would certainly be
interested in that. But how about everyday affairs? How about leasing or renting or buying or going to
Lithuania or not? Or getting a job in the city or moving out? Would he be interested in that? There's a
whole school of thought now in Christian leadership, especially in the church growth cutting-edge
business, that stop praying and asking God to direct you.
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That's too supernatural for a lot of people. It scares them like fanaticism and emotionalism, like God told
me, God told me, God told me. And people who always say God told me scare me, too.

Like they have a running conversation with God and they can't say anything except God told me, God
showed me, God told me. It's best to always say I feel God is leading me or I feel God said that, in case, it
gives you wiggle room in case you're wrong. The first rule in being led by God is to have the humility to
know you could be wrong.

My late friend David Wilkerson one time said to me, one of the last times I saw him, founder of Tea
Challenge and all of those good things. He said, Jim, did you ever miss God totally? I said, what do you
mean, Brother Dave? He said, no, I mean, think God was leading you and you were totally wrong. I said,
yeah, I have.

He said, oh, it just happened to me the other day. I was sure God was saying something to me, leading
me, and I found out it was totally wrong. But just because we're wrong at times and we can't get that
direction or just because people abuse it and use it to justify their agenda doesn't mean there's not the
true leading of the Holy Spirit.

And notice that God can forbid us to do good things. It's something Paul wanted to do. He wanted to
spread the gospel.

He didn't want to make money, sell some product. He wanted to preach the gospel and the Holy Spirit
said, no, you're not allowed to go there. Why? Because God knows the plan for my life and he's moving
other people around and he knows exactly where I should go.

You can't just respond to need in life or you'll go crazy because there's need everywhere. The map of the
world was put on my desk by the representative of this organization and she was showing me all these
countries and all these places and there was need everywhere. Where are pastors not in need of
encouragement? But, ah, where am I supposed to go? And she's trying to find out where they're supposed
to go.

The Billy Graham Association has asked and we feel very good that it is God's will for the singers, Carol
Smoller Group, to go to Japan next year and sing in crusades, backing up the presentation of the gospel
by Franklin Graham and possibly others who will go with him. But then there are other places you're not
supposed to go and we turned it down. So notice it's not bad things we want to do, but sometimes God
says to a good thing, a rational thing, a logical thing.

No. So then they went and if you saw the map, they went kind of north and then turned west and they
wanted to go further north into a place called Bithynia. They really needed the gospel and the Spirit of
Jesus would not permit them.

The Spirit of Jesus is the same as the Holy Spirit. For when the Father sent the Son and the Son
accomplished His work representing the Father, then the Son went back to heaven and He sent the Holy
Spirit. The only agent God has on planet Earth is the Holy Spirit.

When we say Jesus is doing, Jesus is doing that, it means the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is doing that.
Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father. Where Jesus said, where two or three are gathered, I'll be
there in the midst.
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He meant by His Spirit because He's seated at the right hand of the Father and right now He's praying for
us. Oh, praise God. Isn't that a good thought? He's making intercession for us right now.

So everything is wrapped up with the Holy Spirit and now there's a very strong anti-supernatural tendency
in evangelical denominations. Stop talking about the Holy Spirit. We don't want to hear, just go by the
Word.

But I'm asking you brothers and sisters, how can you find answers for things that are not in the Word?
Well, then they're not important, they say. Just do what you want and God will back you up. Oh, I don't
know about that.

I've seen a lot of people marry who they wanted to marry and it blew up in their face. My son-in-law and I,
Pastor Brian Petrie, we begged a young lady some years ago not to marry a certain person who had come
into this church and who had made such a ruckus that we had to ask him to leave. But he had kind of
gotten a hold of her mind and heart.

I pleaded with tears. I sat in front of her like a father would his daughter. And I told her, I'm going to treat
you like I would my own daughter.

Don't do this, please. You'll be sorry, please. No, no, no, no, no, you don't understand.

He said that you are all judgmental there at the Brooklyn Tabernacle. I said, okay. I fault myself to this day
because I should have laid down in front of the door and blocked her and not let her leave because she
did marry him.

And it wasn't 10 months later when she wrote me a letter and said everything you predicted came true. He
used me and then threw me away. So you just can't do what you want and think God will bless you
because sometimes what we feel like doing is not good.

Some of the moves we're going to make are bad. They're not part of God's will for our lives. This plan that
he has has to be worked out on a daily basis.

So how do we find these things out? Notice this. How sensitive they must have been to know that the
Spirit of Jesus was forbidding them or the Holy Spirit forbid them and then the Holy Spirit of Jesus would
not permit them. First forbid, then not permit.

How did that happen? Most likely it was not a prophetic utterance by someone through the gifts of the
Spirit, tongue's interpretation of the gift of prophecy. That doesn't seem to be the way that happened. It
seemed to be something more subtle or maybe more providential that they took that God was saying don't
go there, even though they wanted to go to represent him.

God has many ways of telling us what he wants us to do. Sometimes he uses providence or things that
people say around us or things that happen. A late great friend of this church, Pastor John Garlock, great
missionary statesman, told us years ago from this pulpit that he once was debating going on like a two and
a half week trip to Siberia and Mongolia or something like that, but he wasn't sure, the invitation was there,
wasn't sure if God wanted him to do that, you know to go away for two, two and a half weeks, spend that
energy, that time.
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Well, I know, but they need the gospel in Mongolia. Yeah, but there's another question. Am I supposed to
go? And that's what he was asking God.

So he's driving one day. He had been praying for days. He was driving one day in Dallas in the traffic there
and he had been saying to God in the car God, should I do it or not do it? Should I do it or not do it?
Because they need to know, they need to buy my ticket and this is a big thing.

God, I want to do your will. I want to be where you want me to be. Should I do it or not do it? And he
stopped at a red light and the car in front of him had a sticker on the back and it said just do it.

And as he read it, the Holy Spirit bore witness with him. There's your answer. Do it.

God can use a sticker. How many say amen? Amen. God can use a verse.

God can use a dream. God can use a vision. God can use a still small voice.

One of the ways that God leads us and checks us, red light, green light, is through something called the
peace of God as a monitor. The old saying among holiness camp meetings was this. I can't do that.

I feel a check. I feel a check. What does a check mean? It means that there's a loss of peace of God about
something.

So you have to be sensitive and walking with the Lord like that looks right, but that's not something for me
to do. Many years ago when the promise keepers rallies were filling stadiums and all that, I got, it was
embarrassing, I got invitations like four, five consecutive years with dates, no, like 12 dates each year.
Could you go to one of them? And a lot of my friends were speaking there.

Tony Evans and different, different friends of mine were speaking at these events and I knew the coach
who ran that organization. As I prayed about it, I felt no peace. But my goodness, stand in front of 50,
60,000 people and speak.

That's an honor to be invited, right? Think of all the good you could do. I felt no peace. I used to just send
back, sorry, schedule won't permit because I didn't want to say no, I don't want to go.

God told me don't go. That could hurt them. So I just said schedule won't permit because it was true.

God's schedule for me would not permit me to go. And I said to my wife at the very beginning, I said, I
have all these invitations, they keep coming, but I don't feel peace. She said, don't go.

Don't go. I have no idea when I see the Lord why, but it wasn't something I was supposed to do. They
certainly didn't need my ministry.

They had great people there to to minister to the men who were gathering, but I felt a lack of peace. And
then when the green light is, you feel peace. It might not even seem so great to you, but you feel peace.

That's something I'm supposed to do. That's where God wants me to go. But that means a couple things.

Let's start and close then with this. First of all, you have to want to do God's will. You can't be led by God
when you have your own agenda.
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This is where the main problem is with all of us. You can't be dead set on where you want to be. You
know, there was a guy who came and tried out for a church here in New York 20-something years ago.

I'll never forget that story. He came to New York and a church had him preach, like to try out or whatever,
and he preached, but I heard he turned it down because he and his wife, when they were going back to
the airport, they didn't like the traffic in New York City. And they wrote back and said, sorry, we can't take
that.

The traffic, like who would want to live? With this kind of traffic, what is it? The LIE is like the highway of
death. What is that, the BQE or whatever? Well, then you have your own agenda. You're looking for
something comfortable.

You'll never hear God lead you. The first thing we have to do is want to do God's will. My mom is here.

I don't want to embarrass her. She was going through a hard time in her life then, but when Carol and I
first came to the Brooklyn Tabernacle, run-down building, no money, we felt peace about leaving the
church where we had a little salary in Newark, New Jersey, and we were part-time helping the Brooklyn
Tabernacle because it was ready to close down. And we both felt peace.

God wants us to leave where there's a salary to come, where there's no salary, nothing. $85 offering. It
didn't make any sense.

And my mother, who's very practical, picked it up and said, Jim, how are you going to live? You already
have one child. I said, we're going to live by faith. And my mom said it, and it hurt me.

She meant it protectively. She said, what does faith pay? How are you going to pay your bills? But when
you have peace and you know God wants you to do something, you got to go and do it. And where there's
a red light and you feel no peace, I don't care how good it looks.

It could bite you in the end. God knows what's around the bend. You can't go by what your eyes see.

For my ways are not your ways. Neither are my thoughts your thoughts, saith the Lord. For as high as the
heaven is above the earth.

That's how different my ways are from your ways. So the first thing you have to do, you have to be
surrendered and say, I want to do God's will. God, I want to do your will.

And if you're struggling with that, there's some battle going on, some idol, some fleshly deposit that won't
give way, you got to say to God, God, make me willing to be willing. I'm not willing and I'm not going to lie.
But make, break me.

That's why when we stop singing songs like Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me, break me, melt me,
mold me, fill me. When we stop singing those songs and it's all just praise to God, I'm all for just praise for
God. But the hardest songs to sing when you're worshiping God is break me.

See, I can be set in my way and sing any hallelujah song you give me. But to put your life down, I said,
Lord, that's a whole different kind of worship. It also means that we have to walk close to Jesus because
we have to become sensitive to the probings, leadings, peace, no peace, whispers of God.
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But brothers and sisters, I plead with you. God loves you and he wants us to be led by his spirit. He wants
to take the reins of our life.

That's what lordship really mean. Lordship means you turn your life over to Christ and you say every day, I
want you to show me who to talk to and who not to talk to. And even if you want me to witness to the boss
and I know it could get tight, I will witness to the boss.

God just give me the words. And then when I'm around and I feel like I should say something and you
whisper, be quiet. I will be quiet.

I will go. I will stay. I don't want my career.

I want your plan for my life. How many people my wife and I have seen mess up their lives, especially
those talented in music because they wanted to make it? You know how many people told me they were
going to go into whatever world and be a light and shine and I was dubious about what they were getting
themselves into. They didn't evangelize.

They got evangelized. They never came back to us because bad company corrupts morals. You really got
to be led by God.

You heard about the guy who went in former alcoholic, but he said I just know God wants me to go back
into a bar and witness to everybody there. They had to carry him out dead drunk about three hours later.
He wasn't led by God.

But who knows those things but God. You don't follow a pastor. People who are disciples of a pastor,
that's not a good thing.

Be a disciple of Jesus. Follow his leading, his probing. I believe God put this on my heart because there
are probably some people here in our church or visiting.

Maybe you're at one of those crossroads and you're contemplating even something facing something I
talked about and I just want to tell you do not lean on your own understanding. Do you hear me say that to
you? Do not lean on your own understanding, but in all your ways acknowledge your Lord. Let's bring a
new testament.

Be led by the Holy Spirit. Be fanatical about it. Believe the Bible literally and say wait a minute.

God saved me and then just say figure it out while you're down there and I'll get you to heaven one day. Is
that the Christian life as it's presented in the new testament? I think not. I said to someone the other day
because they were irritating me about this stuff.

No, don't worry about anything. Just do what you feel like doing. I said, oh fine as long as you do that with
your son and your daughter.

Yeah, just let your son and daughter hang out with anyone they want, marry anyone they want. You won't
be concerned at all. Oh, yes, I will.

Well, how about our heavenly father? You don't think he's interested in every part of our lives? Every place
we go, every place we don't go, everything I read, everything I take in, my eye gate, my ear gate. You
don't think the father cares? Oh, yeah, we're putting all kinds of safety devices on the televisions because
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we don't want the kids watching stuff that's inappropriate and blocks and all this stuff and that's all great
and it's obviously true and needed. But how about our heavenly father? Don't you think he cares? What
you watch, what I watch, what I see, what I hear, where I go? Oh, no, we just say to our 13 year olds, go
wherever you want.

Just hang out when you curfew, nah, just come when you feel. Just we'll have the door open for you. I
don't think so.

Why do we do that? Because we hate them or because we love them? And we know things they don't
know. We know stuff about life that they don't know. So we put boundaries and restrictions and we give
them guidance.

You shouldn't have that guy as a friend right now. No, he's not good. Don't go to that party.

That is not a good place for you to be. And our heavenly father is that way. He wants to bless us and keep
us out of a lot of ditches that we could fall into along the way.

Let's close our eyes. If you're here today and you're facing a situation where you need the leading of the
Holy Spirit, I just want you to stand right where you're sitting. Just stand.

I got actually convicted that I'm just unilaterally making all kinds of decisions and if you stood, come out of
your seat quickly and come down from the balcony too. Come quickly though. Lord, our simple prayer is
this.

Starting with me, break us and melt us so that we want to do your will. Sometimes, the world, the flesh,
and the devil, they lie so subtly to us that we think there's another better way than your way. There's a
better life than following Jesus.

But we repent of that today. If you gave your life for us, how much more will you lead us into green
pastures every day of our lives? You'll feed us. You'll guide us.

You'll strengthen us. You'll use us. So God, today we give you our feet.

We give you our lips. We give you our ears. We give you our eyes.

We give you our hands. We give you our future. We give you decisions big and small.

Would you help us make them? Would you lead us and guide us in the way we should go? You know what
prompted the people in front of me and behind me to step out. Would you lead them today, God? Would
you begin the process of directing our steps? You promised you would. You said that we would hear a
voice behind us saying, this is the way.

Walk in it. You're not a man that you should lie. You're God.

You are God and you're going to lead us. And we're not going to have to worry and be frantic with anxiety.
But we're going to know God's hand is on me.

God is going to lead me. God's going to show me. He's going to hinder certain things.

He's going to encourage me in another way. So make us sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Forbid them.
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Make us sensitive to the Spirit of Jesus. Would not permit them. Accent that peace.

Give us signs. Show us wonders. Do dreams, visions.

We believe in everything that you can do and you are God. You can do anything. We're not limiting the
Holy One of Israel.

So Spirit of the Living God, we hand ourselves over to you today. Hour by hour, day after day, lead us.
Shut our mouths when we shouldn't speak.

Open our mouths when we should boldly proclaim the Word of the Lord. Show us who to encourage, who
to pray for. Get us out of bed in the middle of the night if that's your plan.

But we want to be led by the Spirit of God and let others laugh at us. Let others say it's fanaticism. We
care not.

We believe in the true and the Living God. The God who led Paul and Silas and the team. They ended up
in Macedonia and the church in Philippi began with great glory.

Thank you for loving us. Thank you for caring about the little things in our lives. Forgive us for not being
more careful and not walking humbly enough before you.

But from this moment on by the grace of God where He leads, I will follow. Join hands with the person on
your left and right. Cross the balcony and downstairs.

Here's the benediction. And now Lord, let your face shine upon your people. And all day long grant us the
peace that passes all understanding.

Help us to love and encourage each other, Lord, even now as we dismiss in Jesus' name. And everyone
said, Turn around. Ladies with ladies, men with men.

Give somebody a hug. No handshake. Give somebody a hug.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/25/SID25129.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jim-cymbala/book-of-acts-series-part-21-red-light-green-light/
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