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1 John 3:15
by John Gill

The sermon explores the serious implications of hatred as a form of murder and its consequences on eternal life.

Scripture: Matthew 5:21, 1 John 3:15

Topics: "Eternal Life", "Hatred"

Description

John Gill emphasizes the serious nature of hatred towards others, equating it to murder in the heart, as it
reflects a deep-seated malice that violates God's commandments. He explains that such hatred not only
harms the one who is hated but also destroys the hater's own soul, indicating that true eternal life cannot
coexist with such sin. Gill reassures that while murder is a grave sin, repentance and faith in Christ can
lead to forgiveness and the gift of eternal life. He warns that without genuine transformation and the
presence of the Holy Spirit, one remains unfit for eternal life. The sermon calls for self-examination and a
commitment to love rather than hate.

Transcript

Ver. 15. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer,....

A soul murderer, as the Ethiopic version renders it; not only of himself, for every sinner, by sinning, wrongs
and destroys his own soul; but of his brother whom he hates: he is a murderer of him in his heart, even as
he that lusts after a woman hath committed adultery with her in his heart, out of which arise murders, as
well as adulteries; it is not only taking away life, but also causeless anger, malice, and hatred, that is a
breach of the sixth command; see Mt 5:21;

and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him; he has not the grace of life, or the beginning
of eternal life in him; he has no meetness for it, being unregenerate; and no right unto it, being
unrighteous; nor has he the earnest and pledge of it, being destitute of the Spirit of God; all which a
regenerate man has, and has them abiding in him: not but that the sin of murder may be forgiven; a man
guilty of it may truly repent, and have pardoning grace applied unto him, and enjoy eternal life, through the
grace of the Spirit, and the blood and righteousness of Christ; but without these he is so far from having
eternal life, that he is not only punishable with a corporeal death, according to the laws of God and man;
but he is exposed unto, and will die the second, or an eternal death.
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