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1 John 3:9

by John Gill

The sermon explains that a person born of God cannot sin because of the presence of the new nature, which isa
pure and holy workmanship of the Holy Spirit.

Scripture: John 1:12-13, John 3:3, Romans 6:14, Galatians 5:17, Ephesians 2:10, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23, 2 Peter 1:4, 1
John 3:9, 1 John 5:18
Topics: "Regeneration”, "Perseverance of the Saints"

Description

John Gill expounds on 1 John 3:9, emphasizing that those born of God are spiritually regenerated and
partake in divine nature, which empowers them to live righteously. He clarifies that while believers may still
sin, they do not commit sin as a habitual practice, as the new nature within them opposes sin. This new
birth is attributed to the grace of God, and the internal seed of grace ensures that true believers cannot
live in sin as unregenerate individuals do. Gill highlights the importance of understanding the distinction
between the new man and the old nature, affirming that the regenerate are preserved from sin through the
influence of the Holy Spirit. Ultimately, he reassures that the work of God in believers guarantees their
perseverance in faith.

Transcript

Ver. 9. Whosoever is born of God,.... In a figurative and spiritual sense; who are regenerated, or born from
above; who are quickened by the grace of God, and have Christ formed in them; who are made partakers
of the divine nature, and new creatures in Christ; which spiritual birth is not owing to men, to the power
and will of men, but to the grace of God; and is sometimes ascribed to the Father, who of his own will and
abundant mercy begets souls again to a lively hope, and saves them by the washing of regeneration; and
sometimes to Christ, who quickens whom he will, whose grace is implanted, and image stamped in it, and
by whose resurrection from the dead men are begotten again; and chiefly, to the Spirit of God, who is the
author of regeneration, and of the whole of sanctification: and such as are born of him are alive through
him, the spirit of life entering into them, and live to God and upon Christ, and breathe after divine and
spiritual things, and have their senses to discern them; they see, hear, feel, taste, and savour them; and
desire the sincere milk of the word, for their nourishment and growth; and have every grace implanted in
them, as faith, hope, and love: and of every such an one it is said, he

doth not commit sin; does not make it his trade and business; it is not the constant course of his life; he
does not live and walk in sin, or give up himself to it; he is not without the being of it in him, or free from
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acts of sin in his life and conversation, but he does not so commit it as to be the servant of it, a slave unto
it, or to continue in it; and that for this reason:

for his seed remaineth in him; not the word of God, or the Gospel, though that is a seed which is sown by
the ministers of it, and blessed by God, and by which he regenerates his people; and which having a place
in their hearts, becomes the ingrafted word, and there abides, nor can it be rooted out; where it powerfully
teaches to avoid sin, is an antidote against it, and a preservative from it: nor the Holy Spirit of God, though
he is the author of the new birth, and the principle of all grace; and where he once is, he always abides;
and through the power of his grace believers prevail against sin, and mortify the deeds of the body, and
live: but rather the grace of the Spirit, the internal principle of grace in the soul, the new nature, or new
man formed in the soul, is meant; which seminally contains all grace in it, and which, like seed, springs up
and gradually increases, and always abides; and is pure and incorruptible, and neither sins itself, nor
encourages sin, but opposes, checks, and prevents it:

and he cannot sin; not that it is impossible for such a man to do acts of sin, or that it is possible for him to
live without sin; for the words are not to be understood in the sense of those who plead for perfection in
this life; for though the saints have perfection in Christ, yet not in themselves; they are not impeccable,
they are not free from sin, neither from the being nor actings of it; sin is in them, lives in them, dwells in
them, hinders all the good, and does all the mischief it can: or in such sense, as if the sins of believers
were not sins; for though they are pardoned and expiated, and they are justified from them, yet they do not
cease to be sins; they are equally contrary to the nature, will, and law of God, as well as the sins of others;
and are oftentimes attended with more aggravated circumstances, and which God in a fatherly way takes
notice of, and chastises for, and on the account of which he hides his face from them: nor does the phrase
intend any particular single sin, which cannot be committed; though there are such, as sinning wilfully after
receiving the knowledge of the truth, or denying Christ to be the Saviour of sinners, and a sacrifice for sin,
and hatred of a Christian brother as such, and sinning the sin unto death, or the unpardonable sin; neither
of which can be committed by a regenerate man: nor is the meaning only, though it is a sense that will
very well bear, and agrees with the context, that such persons cannot sin as unregenerate men do; that is,
live in a continued course of sinning, and with pleasure, and without reluctance, and so as to lie in it, as
the whole world does: but rather the meaning is, he that is born of God, as he is born of God, or that which
is born of God in him, the new man, or new creature, cannot sin; for that is pure and holy; there is nothing
sinful in it, nor can anything that is sinful come out of it, or be done by it; it is the workmanship of the Holy
Spirit of God; it is a good work, and well pleasing: in the sight of God, who is of purer eyes than to behold
sin with delight; and an incorruptible seed, which neither corrupts nor is corrupted; and though it is as yet
an imperfect work, it is not impure: the reason of the impeccability of the regenerate man, as such, is

because he is born of God: for that which is born of God in him, does, under the influence of the Spirit,
power, and grace of God, preserve him from the temptations of Satan, the pollutions of the world, and the
corruptions of his own heart; see 1Jo 5:18; which the Vulgate Latin version there renders, "the generation
of God", meaning regeneration, or that which is born of God, "preserveth him": this furnishes out a
considerable argument for the perseverance of the saints.
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