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1 John 4:10
by John Gill

The sermon explores the profound and unchanging nature of God's love as revealed through Christ's sacrifice

for humanity's sins.

Scripture: John 3:16, Romans 3:25, Romans 9:3, Ephesians 2:4, 1 John 4:10

Topics: "Sacrifice of Christ", "God's Love"

Description

John Gill emphasizes the unmatched and sovereign love of God as demonstrated in 1 John 4:10,
highlighting that God's love precedes our love for Him. He explains that God's love is not contingent upon
our actions or feelings, but rather it is a free and eternal gift. The sermon illustrates that God's love is
manifested through the sending of His Son as a propitiation for our sins, ensuring that justice and mercy
are reconciled. Gill reassures that God's love remains constant and unchanging, regardless of our
shortcomings, and underscores the significance of Christ's sacrifice in making this love accessible to
humanity.

Transcript

Ver. 10. Herein is love,.... The love of God, free love, love that cannot be matched: herein it is manifested,
as before; this is a clear evidence of it, an undoubted proof, and puts it out of all question:

not that we loved God: the love of God is antecedent to the love of his people; it was when theirs was not;
when they were without love to him, yea, enemies in their minds, by wicked works, and even enmity itself,
and therefore was not procured by theirs; but on the contrary, their love to him is caused by his love to
them; hence his love, and a continuance in it, do not depend on theirs; nor does it vary according to theirs;
wherefore there is good reason to believe it will continue, and never be removed; and this shows the
sovereignty and freeness of the love of God, and that it is surprising and matchless:

but that he loved us; that is, God; and so the Syriac version reads, "but that God himself loved us". The
Vulgate Latin version adds, first, as in 1Jo 4:19; the instance of this love follows:

and sent his Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins: this is a subordinate end to the other, mentioned in
1Jo 4:9; for, in order that sinful men may possess everlasting life and happiness, it is necessary that their
sins be expiated, or atonement be made for them, which is meant by Christ's being a propitiation for them;
that the justice of God should be satisfied; that peace and righteousness, or love and justice, should be
reconciled together; and kiss each other; and that all obstructions be removed out of the way of the
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enjoyment of life, which are brought in by sin; and that the wrath of God, which sin deserved, be averted or
appeased, according to our sense apprehension of it; for otherwise the love of God people is from
everlasting, and is unchangeable, never alters, or never changes from love to wrath, or from wrath to love;
nor is the love of God procured by the satisfaction and sacrifice of Christ, which are the effects of it; but
hereby the way is laid open for the display of it, and the application of its effects, in a way consistent with
the law and justice of God. This phrase is expressive of the great love of Christ to his people, and of his
substitution in their room and stead; and so it is used among the Jews for a substitution in the room of
others, wtbha bwrl, "to express the greatness of love" {u}; See Gill on "Ro 3:25" and

See Gill on "Ro 9:3".

{u} Misn. Negaim, c. 2. sect. 1. Maimon. & Bartenora in ib. Misn. Sanhedrin, c. 2. sect. 1. & Jarchi &
Bartenora in ib. vid. T. Bab. Yoma, fol. 23. 1. & Succa, fol. 20. 1.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-gill/1-john-410/
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