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1John 4:8
by John Gill

The sermon emphasizes that knowing God isintrinsically linked to loving others, reflecting God's nature as love
itself.

Scripture: John 13:34-35, Romans 5:5, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 5:2, Colossians 3:14, 1 Peter
4:8, 1 John 4:7-8, 1 John 4:20
Topics: "Love for Others", "God's Love"

Description

John Gill emphasizes that true knowledge of God is demonstrated through love for others, particularly for
fellow believers. He argues that one cannot claim to love God, whom they cannot see, while failing to love
those who are visible and born of God. Gill explains that God's essence is love, and this divine love should
inspire believers to love one another, reflecting their relationship with their heavenly Father. He highlights
the contradiction in claiming to love God without loving His children, urging the faithful to embody God's
love in their interactions.

Transcript

Ver. 8. He that loveth not, knoweth not God,.... If a man loves not the children of God, those that are born
of him, he does not know, so as to love God, the Father of them; for to pretend love to God, the begetter of
them, whom he sees not, and not love those who are begotten by him, and are visible objects of respect,
is a contradiction, and cannot be reconciled: see 1Jo 4:20. This clause is left out in the Ethiopic version,
and is transposed in the Syriac version, which reads the text thus, "for God, is love, and whoever loveth
not, knoweth not God". By which reading, the following reason stands in close connection with 1Jo 4:7.

For God is love; he loves himself; there is an entire love between the three divine Persons, who are in the
strictest, and in the most inconceivable and inexpressible manner affected to each other; their love is
natural and essential: God loves all his creatures as such, nor does he hate any of them, as so
considered; and he bears an everlasting, unchangeable, and invariable love to his elect in Christ Jesus; of
which an instance is given in the following verses, and is a reason why the saints should love one another;
that they might be like their heavenly Father, by whom they are begotten, and of whom they are born, and
whose children they are; seeing he is love itself, and in his breast is nothing else but love. So the Shekinah
is, by the Cabalistic Jews {t}, called hbha, "love".

{t} Shirhashirim Rabba, fol. 15. 1. & Lex. Cabal. p. 43, 44.
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