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1 Peter 1:5
by John Gill

The saints are kept by the power of God, through faith, and reserved for salvation in the last time.

Scripture: John 10:28, 1 Peter 1:5
Topics: "Assurance of Salvation", "Divine Preservation"

Description

John Gill emphasizes that believers are kept by the power of God, ensuring their preservation until they
inherit eternal salvation. This divine protection is not reliant on human strength or angelic assistance but is
firmly rooted in Christ, who serves as their stronghold. Despite facing temptations and sin, believers are
safeguarded from ultimate destruction and are sustained through faith in God's power and faithfulness.
The ultimate salvation, prepared from the foundation of the world, awaits revelation at Christ's return,
where believers will fully experience the glory of their inheritance.

Transcript

Ver. 5. Who are kept by the power of God,.... This is a description of the persons for whom the inheritance
is reserved in heaven; they are not only chosen to salvation, and begotten again to an inheritance, but
they are preserved unto it; their happiness is very great; their inheritance is safe in heaven for them, and
they are kept below, amidst a thousand snares and difficulties, till they safely arrive to the possession of
that: they are kept, not in and by themselves, the way of man is not in himself; nor in the hands of angels,
for no such trust does God put in them; but in the hands of Jesus Christ, where they are safe, and out of
which none can pluck them; on him, as a foundation, and in him, as a strong hold; they are kept in the love
of God, and on his heart, from whence they can never be separated, and in the covenant of grace, out of
which they will never be put; and in a state of justification, and shall never enter into condemnation; and in
the family of God, for, being sons, they are no more servants; and in a state of grace and holiness, in the
fear of God, and faith of Christ, and love to both; and in the path of truth, from whence they can never
finally and totally fall: for though they are not kept from the being of sin, and the workings of it, and slips
and falls into it, yet from being destroyed by it; and though not from Satan, and his temptations, yet from
being overcome by them; and though not entirely from unbelief, doubts, and fears, yet from final unbelief;
for Christ prays for them, that their faith fail not; and from a final and total falling away from grace into sin:
and they are kept thus, not by their own power and might, or that of any mere creature, but "by the power
of God"; meaning, not the Gospel, nor the Spirit of God, but the perfection of his power; by which they are
kept, as with a guard, or in a garrison, as the word here used signifies; not only angels encamp about
them, and salvation is for walls and bulwarks, all around them; but God himself, in the perfection of his
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power, is a wall of fire to them; he is round about them from henceforth and for ever; their place of defence
is the munition of rocks; his name is a strong tower, where they run and are safe: it is added,

through faith; some versions read it, "and by faith", as the Syriac and Ethiopic; by that faith which is of the
operation of God, of which Christ is the author and finisher, and shall never fall, it being supported by the
same power the saints are kept; through faith in the power and faithfulness of God; through faith looking to
Christ, leaning on him, and living upon him; by faith getting the victory over the world, and every other
enemy, and being more than conquerors, through Christ. That to which the saints are kept is, "unto
salvation"; salvation is already obtained for them, by the obedience and sufferings of Christ, and is applied
to them in conversion, by the Spirit of Christ; but the full enjoyment of it, which is here intended, is
reserved for them in heaven; and to this they are kept, being heirs of it, and shall certainly possess it: and
which

is ready to be revealed in the last time; it is "ready”, being a kingdom prepared from the foundation of the
world, and a salvation obtained by the blood of Christ, and a mansion of glory made fit for them, through
the presence and intercession of their Redeemer: and it is ready "to be revealed”; in a short time it will be
made manifest; at present it is much out of sight; eye has not seen, nor ear heard the full glories of it;
saints themselves as yet do not know what they shall be, and have: but "in the last time", when Christ shall
come a second time to judge the world, he will raise the dead bodies of his saints; and then this salvation
shall be fully manifested to them; and they shall enjoy it both in soul and body to all eternity.
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