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1 Peter 1:7
by John Gill

The trial of faith is a refining process that purifies the believer and prepares them for praise, honour, and glory

at the appearing of Jesus Christ.

Scripture: James 1:2, 1 Peter 1:7

Topics: "Faith", "Trials and Perseverance"

Description

John Gill emphasizes the significance of faith being tested through trials, illustrating that such trials serve
to purify and strengthen believers' faith, making it more precious than gold. He draws parallels between
the refining process of gold and the spiritual growth that comes from enduring afflictions, which ultimately
leads to greater praise and glory at the return of Jesus Christ. Gill reassures believers that their steadfast
faith, despite challenges, will be recognized and rewarded by Christ, culminating in eternal glory and
honor.

Transcript

Ver. 7. That the trial of your faith,.... This is the principal end which God has in afflictive providences, to try
the faith of his people; so the faith of Abraham, Job, Habakkuk, and others, have been tried:

being much more precious than of gold that perisheth: the grace of faith is much more precious than gold;
since that perisheth by using, but faith does not; and since it is so valuable as not to be obtained by it; and
since those that have it, though poor in this world, are rich, and heirs of a kingdom: but the trying of it is
abundantly more precious than gold; for not only as gold being tried in the fire is purged from its dross, and
is proved to be genuine and shines the brighter, so faith, being tried in the fire of afflictions, is purged from
unbelief; and the believer is purged from his dross and tin, and his iniquity is purged, and the fruit of all is
to take away sin; and he is tried and proved to be a true believer, and his faith shines the more
illustriously, as in the above instances; yea, the very trying of it has an influence on other graces, for great
usefulness; for the trying of faith works patience, and that, experience, and that, hope:

though it be tried with fire: either though gold be tried with fire, and so is greatly refined, yet it is more
precious than that; or though faith be tried with the fire of afflictions, yet it is precious, and more precious
than gold: and it is tried for this purpose,

that it might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ; who is now in the
highest heavens, and out of sight, but will appear a second time without sin unto salvation, and every eye
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shall see him; and when the believer will be found in him, and his faith be found unto praise by him, he will
have praise of him himself; it will be said unto him, "Well done, good and faithful servant"; his faith will be
praised for its steadiness and constancy, notwithstanding all persecutions and tribulations; and his good
works, the fruits of faith, will be taken notice of by him with commendation; he will be honoured, by being
placed on the right hand of Christ, and by being set down with him in his throne, and having a crown of
righteousness given to him; and he will be glorified both in soul and body; his body will be made like to
Christ's glorious body, and his soul will have a glory revealed in it; and in his whole person he shall
appear, when Christ does, with him in glory.
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