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1 Peter 3:14
by John Gill

John Gill's sermon on 1 Peter 3:14 emphasizes the blessings and honor of suffering for righteousness while
trusting in God's protection and eternal promises.

Scripture: Isaiah 8:12, Matthew 5:10, 1 Peter 3:14
Topics: "Suffering for Righteousness”, "God's Comfort in Trials"

Description

John Gill emphasizes that suffering for righteousness, particularly for the sake of Christ and His Gospel, is
an expected part of the Christian life. He explains that such suffering, while painful, is a mark of honor and
a gift from God, as it strengthens faith and glorifies God. Gill reassures believers that despite persecution,
they remain blessed and are comforted by the presence of the Holy Spirit. He encourages Christians not
to fear the threats or reproaches of the world, as God is their protector and love casts out fear. Ultimately,
the promise of eternal glory far outweighs any temporary suffering they may endure.

Transcript

Ver. 14,
But and if ye suffer for righteousness sake,....

For the doctrine of justification by the righteousness of Christ, which was the great stumbling block to the
Jews, and on account of which they persecuted the Christians; it being not after man, nor according to the
carnal reason of men, and was contrary to the method they had fixed on, and what excluded boasting in
them, and was thought to be a licentious doctrine; and for a righteous cause, for professing Christ and his
Gospel; for vindicating both which, whoever did must expect to suffer persecution; and also for living
soberly, righteously, and godly; for by a religious life and conversation the saints are separated from the
world, and are distinguished from them, which in effect sets a mark of infamy and reproach upon them;
and saints, by an agreeable life, reprove others, and condemn them; all which irritate and provoke them to
hate and persecute them: now these words prevent an objection that might be made to what is before
said; that none can, or will harm such as are followers of good; whereas it is a clear case, that saints for
righteousness sake are hurt, and do suffer in their persons, characters, and estate; they are reproached
and reviled, and often suffer confiscation of goods, imprisonment, and even death itself; to which the
apostle answers, by granting it, and supposing that this should be the case, as it sometimes is; yet no hurt
is done them, they are still happy persons: happy are ye; since suffering on such an account is a gift of
God, even as believing in Christ itself is, and is a real honour done to a person, and to be so accounted,;
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moreover, such generally enjoy much of the presence of God, and the comforts of his Spirit; the Spirit of
God and of glory rests upon them; hereby the graces of the Spirit of God in them are exercised, tried, and
proved, and shine out the brighter; the faith and hope of other Christians are strengthened, and God is
glorified; and besides, the kingdom of heaven, the crown of life, and eternal glory, with which their
sufferings are not to be compared, are theirs, and which they shall certainly enjoy: and be not afraid of
their terror, neither be troubled; referring to a passage in Isa 8:12 and the meaning is either, be not afraid
with the same sort of fear as wicked men are; with a worldly slavish fear of men, and of the loss of worldly
things, and of life itself: or, afraid of them, as the Syriac version renders it; who inject fear into you; do not
be afraid of their revilings and reproaches, of their threatenings and menaces, and even of death itself by
them, which is the utmost they can do; do not be troubled at anything they say or do to you; since nothing
can harm you, since God is on your side, Christ has delivered you from this present evil world, and saved
you out of the hands of every enemy; and since the love of God, which casteth out fear, is shed abroad in
your hearts, and you are encompassed with it, and nothing can separate you from it.
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