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2 Peter 2:1
by John Gill

The apostle warns the saints of the presence of false teachers who will bring in damnable heresies and deny the
Lord that bought them, leading to swift destruction.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 32:6, Matthew 7:15, Acts 20:28, 2 Peter 2:1-19, Jude 1:4
Topics: "False Teachers", "Vigilance in Faith"

Description

John Gill addresses the issue of false teachers within the Christian community, drawing parallels to the
false prophets of the Old Testament. He emphasizes that these teachers introduce destructive heresies,
deny the Lord, and lead many astray, resulting in their own swift destruction. Gill warns that such
individuals exploit the faithful for their gain, and their actions ultimately lead to the blasphemy of the truth.
He illustrates the certainty of judgment against these false teachers by referencing historical examples of
divine punishment. The sermon serves as a cautionary reminder for believers to remain vigilant against
deceitful doctrines.

Transcript

INTRODUCTION TO Il PETER 2

This chapter contains a description of false teachers, that were then in Christian churches, as there had
been false prophets among the Jews; and they are described by the doctrines, which they privily
introduced; in general, damnable heresies; in particular, denying the Lord that bought them; and by their
success, having many followers of them in their pernicious ways; and by the sad effects following
hereupon; with respect to the way of truth, that was blasphemed; with respect to their hearers, they,
through the covetousness of these false teachers, were made merchandise of; and with respect to
themselves, swift and sure destruction would be brought upon them, 2Pe 2:1, which is illustrated and
confirmed by the instances of punishment in the angels, the men of the old world, and the

inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, 2Pe 2:4 and whereas, in these instances, notice is taken of the
deliverance of some righteous persons, as Noah and Lot, when wicked men were destroyed; the apostle
draws this conclusion from the whole, that the Lord knows both how to deliver the saints out of afflictions,
and to reserve wicked men until the day of judgment, then to be punished, 2Pe 2:9, especially such shall
be then punished, who are described by their impure course of lift, their contempt of civil government, and
their presumption and selfwill, 2Pe 1:10 which sins of theirs are aggravated by the different conduct of
angels, superior to them; and by their being like brute beasts, as ignorant as they, and even below them;
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whose punishment will be to perish in their corruption, as the just

reward of their unrighteousness, since they are open in sin, take pleasure in it, and sport themselves with
it, and are spots and blemishes in Christian societies, 2Pe 2:11 and these, who are no other than the false
teachers before spoken of, are further described by their adulterous eyes, which cannot cease from sin; by
their beguiling unstable souls; by the covetous practices their hearts were exercised with; by their just
desert, cursed children; by the course they steer, forsaking the right way, going astray from it, and
following the way of Balaam in his covetousness, and other wicked practices, for which he was reproved
by his ass; and by various metaphors, which express the emptiness of these persons, and which also
point at their destruction, and describe their boasts and brags,

and the influence they have, through their lasciviousness and uncleanness, on some persons, who have
been outwardly reformed, 2Pe 2:14 and this they obtain over them in a very stupid and senseless way, by
promising them liberty, when through being overcome by them, and drawn into sin, they were brought into
bondage, and become servants of corruption; and so their case is worse than it was before their
reformation, and profession of religion; and better it would have been not to have had the knowledge they
had, than after it to turn from the paths of truth and holiness, which is illustrated by a true Scripture
proverb, which expresses the filthy nature of sin, the character of these men, and their irrecoverable state
and condition, 2Pe 2:19.

Ver. 1. But there were false prophets also among the people,.... As well as holy men of God, who gave out
prophecies, by the inspiration and impulse of the Holy Spirit; that is, among the people of the Jews, God's
professing people, whose God was the Lord, and who had chosen them to be a special and peculiar
people, above all people of the earth; and had distinguished them by his favours from all others: among
these, though the Syriac version reads "in the world", there were false prophets, who ran, and were not
sent; and who prophesied, and the Lord spake not to them: of these there were many in Jeremiah's time,
and in the times of Ezekiel; and in Ahab's time, besides the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, slain
by Elijah, there were four hundred that called themselves the prophets of the Lord; among whom went
forth a lying spirit, encouraging Ahab to go up to Ramoth Gilead, promising him prosperity and success;
Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah, with whom Micaiah, the true prophet, had much contention, was at the
head of them; and such there were among that people in all ages, until the times of Christ, and in his
likewise; see Mt 7:15 now from these, by an easy transition, the apostle proceeds to another part of his
design in this epistle, to describe the characters of false teachers under the present dispensation, that
saints may beware, and avoid their pernicious principles and practices:

even as there shall be false teachers among you; which need not to be wondered at, or stumble any, it
being no new or strange thing, but what was always more or less the case of the people of God. This is a
prophecy of what should be, and agrees with the prediction of our Lord, Mt 24:11 and which regards not
only the times immediately following, in which it had a remarkable fulfilment, for false teachers now began
to arise, and appeared in great numbers in the age succeeding the apostles, but to all periods of time from
hence, to the second coming of Christ; and these were to spring from, and be among such that bore the
Christian name, and so regards not Mahometans and Deists; and it is to be observed, that the phrase is
varied in this clause, and these are called not "prophets” but "teachers": because as prophecy was more
peculiar to the former dispensation, so is teaching to the present:

who privily shall bring in damnable heresies: errors in the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel; such as
relate to a trinity of persons in the Godhead; and to the person of Christ, to his proper deity, distinct
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personality, eternal sonship, and real humanity; and to his office as Mediator, rejecting him as the true
Messiah, and as the only Saviour of sinners; denying his sacrifice and satisfaction, and the imputation of
his righteousness; and to the Holy Spirit, his deity, personality, and divine influences and operations: these
are "damnable", or "destructive", or "heresies of destruction"; which lead to eternal destruction both those
that introduce and propagate them, and those that embrace and profess them; for they remove, or attempt
to remove, the foundation of eternal life and

happiness: the manner in which these are usually introduced is "privily"; at unawares, secretly, under a
disguise, and gradually, by little and little, and not at once, and openly; and which is the constant character
and practice of such men, who lie in wait to deceive, creep into churches at unawares, and into houses
privately; and insinuate their principles under specious pretences and appearances of truth, using the
hidden things of dishonesty, walking in craftiness, handling the word of God deceitfully, and colouring
things with false glosses and feigned words: and even denying the Lord that bought them; not the Lord
Jesus Christ, but God the Father; for the word kuriov is not here used, which always is where Christ is
spoken of as the Lord, but despothv; and which is expressive of

the power which masters have over their servants {i}, and which God has over all mankind; and wherever
this word is elsewhere used, it is spoken of God the Father, whenever applied to a divine person, as in Lu
2:29 and especially this appears to be the sense, from the parallel text in Jude 1:4 where the Lord God
denied by those men is manifestly distinguished from our Lord Jesus Christ, and by whom these persons
are said to be bought: the meaning is not that they were redeemed by the blood of Christ, for Christ is not
intended; and besides, whenever redemption by Christ is spoken of, the price is usually mentioned, or
some circumstance or another which fully determines the sense; see Ac 20:28 whereas here is not the
least hint of anything of this kind: add to this, that such who are

redeemed by Christ are the elect of God only, the people of Christ, his sheep and friends, and church, and
who are never left to deny him so as to perish eternally; for could such be lost, or deceive, or be deceived
finally and totally by damnable heresies, and bring on themselves swift destruction, Christ's purchase
would be in vain, and the ransom price be paid for nought; but the word "bought" regards temporal
mercies and deliverance, which these men enjoyed, and is used as an aggravation of their sin in denying
the Lord; both by words, delivering out such tenets as are derogatory to the glory of the divine perfections,
and which deny one or other of them, and of his purposes, providence, promises, and truths; and by
works, turning the doctrine of the grace of God into lasciviousness,

being disobedient and reprobate to every good work; that they should act this part against the Lord who
had made them, and upheld them in their beings and took care of them in his providence, and had
followed them with goodness and mercy all the days of their lives; just as Moses aggravates the
ingratitude of the Jews in De 32:6 from whence this phrase is borrowed, and to which it manifestly refers:
"do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people and unwise! is not he thy Father that hath bought thee? hath
he not made thee, and established thee?" nor is this the only place the apostle refers to in this chapter,
see 2Pe 2:12 compared with De 32:5 and it is to be observed, that the persons he writes to were Jews,
who were called the people the Lord had redeemed and purchased, Ex 15:13 and so

were the first false teachers that rose up among them; and therefore this phrase is very applicable to
them:
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and bring upon themselves swift destruction; either in this life, being suddenly cut off in the midst of their
days, and by the immediate hand of God, as Arius and other heretics have been; or eternal damnation in
the other, which their tenets lead unto, and which will swiftly come upon them when they are promising
themselves peace and safety.

{i} Vid. Ammonium peri omoiwn, in voce despothv.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-gill/2-peter-21/
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