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How to Listen to a Straight Sermon

by John Hames

To listen to a strong sermon correctly, recognize the witness of the Spirit, embrace new light and truth, and walk
init immediately.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:9, Psalm 119:105, Proverbs 4:18, Hebrews 10:35, James 1:22
Topics: "Spiritual Growth", "Conviction And Repentance”

Description

John Hames emphasizes the importance of listening to strong sermons without losing confidence or
becoming discouraged. He highlights how inexperienced converts may struggle to accept truth and may
feel inadequate after hearing convicting messages, leading to doubts about their salvation. Hames
encourages believers to not be overwhelmed by new revelations but to promise God to walk in the light
revealed, helping them grow spiritually and be ready to help others. He also points out the tendency for
Christians to flock to the altar at camp-meetings due to feeling inadequate in the face of new light and
deep sermons. Hames stresses the need for both preachers and believers to be open to conviction and to
immediately walk in the new light revealed by the Spirit.

Transcript

"Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth." (1 Sam. 8:9)

The convert must also learn how to listen to strong sermons without casting away his confidence or
becoming crippled. Many an honest soul after hearing a straight sermon has become confused and
thrown down a good experience. This, of course, was due to his being inexperienced and not knowing
how to accept truth and distribute light. He thought if a person was saved it put him beyond being hit by
the preacher no matter on what subject he preached. Therefore, after listening to a deep, heart-searching
sermon, one which convicted and trimmed even the one who delivered it, the convert realized at once that
he did not measure up; and, of course, Satan then stepped in and told him he was not saved at all. So in
many cases such souls go home discouraged and tempted to give up altogether.

The correct way to listen to a strong sermon will be seen in the following lines.

If you really have the witness of the Spirit that you are saved or sanctified you need not let the preacher
preach you into darkness. If he reveals some new light or mentions some new truth that you have never
heard before you must not think that you are not saved because you do not measure up to it. God does
not expect us to do anything until we know it. Therefore, you can promise God right there and then that
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you will walk in that light, you will be careful at that point, you will lay that thing aside, you will never use
that word again, etc. Hence, by the time the preacher finishes his discourse you will have finished digging
yourself out and be ready for the benediction or to help dig some one else out at the altar.

There are scores of Christian people that flock to the altar at nearly every camp-meeting simply because
they do not measure up to all of the new light. and deep sermons they hear on the camp-ground.

Many times even the evangelist or preacher himself does not measure up to all of his sermons, for, quite
frequently, if he is the right kind of a preacher, he preaches himself and all the other saints under
conviction, and if he is of that type who can not be preached under conviction, he should go to the altar
and let the saints pray him under conviction and get saved.

The way that both old and young Christians are to keep saved is when the Spirit sheds new light upon
their pathway to immediately walk in it. Reader, go thou and do likewise.
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