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2 Timothy - Part 4
by John Hunter

Paul reminds Timothy of his gift, family tradition, and the qualities of the Spirit of God, and encourages him to

be unashamed of the gospel and to cultivate a personal affection for Christ.

Duration: 55:51

Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:6-10, 2 Timothy 1:12, 2 Timothy 1:14, 1 John 2:1

Topics: "Spiritual Gifts", "Gospel Message"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher focuses on 2 Timothy chapter 1, specifically verses 6-14. He encourages
Timothy to stir up the gift of God within him and not be afraid, as God has given him the spirit of power,
love, and a sound mind. The preacher emphasizes that the Gospel is a message of power, salvation,
holiness, eternal purpose, grace, and life. He reminds Timothy to continue proclaiming the truth of God,
even in difficult times, as the Gospel brings freedom and salvation from sin.

Transcript

2nd Timothy chapter 1, and this is lesson number 4. Verse 6 please, reading through to verse 14.
Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of
my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner. But be thou partaker
of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God, who hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us
in Christ Jesus before the world began, but is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who hath abolished death, and brought life and incorruptibility to light through the gospel.
Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles, for the which cause I
also suffer these things.

Nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to
keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus, that good thing which was committed unto
thee, keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. Now those of you who were present on these last three
nights of ministry will recollect that we drew your attention that in verses three to seven Paul inspires
Timothy by way of remembrance.
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And we indicated that in verses three and four he inspires him by reminding him of his affection for him
and his confidence in him. Then verse five he inspired Timothy by reminding him of his family tradition, this
succession of believers in a household, grandmother, mother, and son. Then in verse six that we dealt
with last night he inspired Timothy by reminding him of the gift of God that was bestowed upon him.

Then in verse seven he reminds him, inspires him by reminding him of the qualities that the Spirit of God
produces. Now the next section is what we read in verses eight to fourteen. I would call it, picking up the
expression from verse eight, the afflictions of the gospel.

Verses eight to fourteen, the afflictions of the gospel. Verse eight, he appeals to Timothy for his loyalty.
Verse eight, an appeal for loyalty.

Verses nine to twelve, he gives reasons for the appeal. Verses nine and ten, what God has done. Verses
eleven and twelve, what Paul is suffering.

Reasons for the appeal for loyalty. Verses nine and ten, the salvation of God. Verses eleven and twelve,
the sufferings of Paul.

And in verses thirteen and fourteen, he renews the appeal to him. Timothy, hold fast the forum of sound
words. Verse fourteen, Timothy, guard the entrusted deposit of truth.

Now that will give you the outline. I'll come over that again as we come forward. Now please, we are due
to begin tonight in verse seven.

We indicated in past nights that there were days of pressure, days of persecution. There are days when it
would pay a man if he wanted to save his skin to close his mouth. Days of state persecution when Nero
was burning the Christians.

And it would be very easy, especially for a leader, to say nothing. And thereby escape reproach and
persecution. Especially for Timothy.

For once that they had dealt with Paul, led him out three miles, out to the Ostian way, three miles outside
the ancient city of Rome. They led the little man, the sword flashed and Paul was beheaded. Swiftly and
suddenly he would enter the glory.

And of course, the authorities would likely turn to look for Timothy. You can understand how the young
man felt. How would you feel if you felt that the authorities were beginning to turn their attention to you?
And you would be called next, maybe to make the supreme sacrifice that another has made.

And so he reminds Timothy in verse six. Now Timothy, you stir up the gift of God. You continue to proclaim
the light and the truth of God.

Verse seven. Four. God hath not given us the spirit of cowardice, but he hath given us the spirit of power
and of love and of a sound mind.

So that in a dark and difficult day, God would never give a man a spirit of fearfulness. That would destroy
the whole idea of divine testimony in a difficult day. You see, brethren, it's easy to preach when there's no
price to be paid.
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It's easy to live for Christ when the state is for you and the whole, and there's very little reproach. After all,
the testing time of any person of his faith is when things begin to run against you. And so Timothy was
being called to stand in the breach, to follow in the footsteps of a man that was better and bigger and
greater than he.

And so God, Paul says, now listen, Timothy, your resources are in God. Now that's good. Brethren, look
up in dark days.

There are resources in deity to meet every situation. God hath not given us the spirit of fear, the spirit of
cowardice, the spirit of fearfulness. That would undermine the testimony of God.

But he says, God hath given us the spirit of power, the spirit of love, the spirit of self-control, the spirit of
power to proclaim the word of God and to stand for God in a difficult day. He has given us the spirit of love,
apart from which all gift and service is useless. He has given us the spirit of sound mind and self-control,
apart from which no man will ever influence others for God.

Timothy, you have not been given a spirit of cowardice, but you've been given the spirit of power. Now
you'll notice the word spirit is in the small s. I would take it that he's indicating that Timothy's spirit,
empowered by the spirit of God, can receive all that's necessary. Now listen, brethren, there is no situation
in life but you'll find that all the resources are in God and Christ immediately.

Now is that clear? There's no need for you to break down. There's no need for you to go back. There's no
need for you to fail God.

There's no need for you to stop living or speaking. Every resource of deity is available for you and they are
gifts. You don't earn them.

They are sovereignly given. I've told you in nights before, brethren, God does everything. Your only link is
faith.

God will give you everything to stand for him. He has given us the spirit of power, strength, and energy in a
difficult day to stand for God. Power to speak for Christ.

Power to testify of the gospel. Power to stand when everybody else around is falling. Power and energy
that comes from there is in Christ.

Listen to Paul later in Philippians 4 verse 13. He says this, I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me. That's tremendous.

I can do all things through Christ who pours his strength into me. Or if you like, I have power for all things
in Christ who gives me strength. In other words, from there is in Christ there flows power and strength and
energy.

And your little life and mine, only a channel. Only a channel for the power of Christ to flow through. Isn't
that tremendous? Listen Timothy, you will receive power so that you won't weaken and go down and go
under.

Timothy, there is power, power for each of us please. We shall receive power to face the mammoth task of
living for Christ in the 80s. We shall receive power to face up to the shattering situation.
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Power to face up to the wounding sorrow. Power to face up to the crisis that will come upon us. There is
power from God to meet the situation.

Power to pass the breaking point and not break. Have you got that? Power to pass the breaking point and
not break. The power of God will make you invincible.

The power of God will make you that you'll never break down. Timothy, God has given to us the spirit of
power so that you can be men and women of power. Is that clear? Now come again.

But Timothy, he has given us the spirit of love. You wouldn't have thought that was necessary would you?
You would have thought everything that's needed to stand for God, all that we need is power. Oh no, you'll
need the spirit of love because in days of adversity and difficulty it's your love for Christ that will hold you
and it's your love for the people of God that will make you to continue to serve.

So there must be love for God, there must be love for Christ, there must be love for the scriptures, there
must be a love of the truth of God, there must be love for the saints of God, there must be love for the
souls of men. It's vital and essential that there is this constant affection for divine persons and for
everybody around. You see that's why you can't close your mouth.

It's not only that you've got power to open it but you've got love in your heart for the people that you serve.
Love to go on when you're wounded and rejected. Love to go on in power when the Christians let you
down.

Love when you're battered and attacked from every side. I don't think I need to tell you good folks that the
word for love is agape. Now listen carefully to me now.

That's the word that is used for God's love to sinners. Now you've got that. I know you maybe don't see the
connection but just listen.

Do you remember when you were unsaved? God loved you. You might have denied his existence. You
might have blasphemed his name.

You might have said everything about God that you wanted to say but God just went on loving you. Say
that wouldn't be weakness in God's part would it? Oh no you say that's strength. Good.

That wouldn't affect God's holiness in the slightest would it? Oh no you say not at all. It would enhance
God that he would love people no matter what they said about him no matter what they did to him. That's
right.

Come now please. Is that how you love? When the Christians say things about you and when the
Christians do things to you you just go on loving them. Doesn't matter what they say.

It doesn't matter what they do. You just go on loving. My that's strength isn't it? Nothing sloppy and
sentimental about that.

If you think I go too far in this you'll forgive me because you know me won't you? Brethren and sisters one
of the curses of Brethrenism is that it is accepted as normal that you love the people that you like and
show that you don't love the people that you don't like and you justify a hard critical spirit toward those who
wound you and say and do things against you they should never have done. But I'm not here to teach
Brethrenism. I'm here to teach Christianity.
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There is no demand made upon you to love the people that love you. An ungodly sinner can do that.
Christianity produces people that love their enemies and love the Christians that don't treat them properly.

So that when your Brethren turn against you and they say things about you that you know is not true and
they act toward you in a most uncharitable way you just go on loving them. You never become bitter. You
never become resentful.

You never try to get your own back. You never try to avenge yourself. You never refuse to forgive.

You just go on suffering and go on loving. That's big. Oh Brethren it's not too big is it? You wouldn't be too
unspiritual for that would you? Timothy in a dark and difficult day when the tide's running against you.

Timothy I'll give you power but Timothy I'll give you love. That will triumph over every circumstance. That
will enable you to rise above it.

And that intense affection for God and Christ and the people of God and sinners will enable you to walk in
holy triumph. A man that's different and a woman that's different for Christianity produces people that are
different. Is that clear? If God and Christ had refused to exercise their love because of the way that you
and I spoke about and treated them we'd all be in hell.

Have it noticed? Timothy God hath not given us the spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a sound
mind sober judgment self-control so that you are a person who is in control of yourself. You never panic
when the crunch is on. You can understand how Timothy would fear if the state began to turn its attention
to him as they did with Paul.

You can feel the fear that would grip his soul. Timothy don't panic. You must never be in control of
yourself.

This is something that the spirit of God produces for you'll never help and lead and guide and bless people
if you haven't mastered yourself. Listen God hath given us power love and sound judgment wise
discretion. These things flow from the Godhead.

God can make you a man of power a man of love and a man of sound judgment. Got it? Now please turn
now to verses 8 onward. Verse 8 he makes his appeal for loyalty.

9 to 12 he gives his reasons for making the appeal. 9 and 10 the salvation of God. 11 and 12 the
sufferings of Paul.

We'll find here constantly in this epistle that Paul brings forward his own sufferings as an example to
Timothy. That's good. And verses 13 and 14 he renews the appeal for courage and loyalty.

Verse 8 Timothy be not ashamed of the testimony of our Lord nor of me his prisoner. Will you notice in this
chapter three times over this question of being unashamed. Verse 8 Timothy don't be ashamed of the
gospel nor of me.

Verse 12 for which cause I suffer these things nevertheless I am not ashamed. That is not ashamed of
suffering for Christ. Verse 16 Onesiphorus was not ashamed of my chain unashamed of expressing
publicly his fellowship with Paul in a dark and difficult and dangerous day.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 6

Unashamed. Ever been ashamed of the gospel? Ever been ashamed of the Christ of the gospel?
Remember the time when we didn't open our mouth and remain silent? So thereby we escape the
reproach of the testimony. Timothy be not negatively be not ashamed.

Positively be a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel. But notice be not ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord nor of me his prisoner. See how he now the testimony is the gospel but you see how he fixes it onto
Christ.

You see to be ashamed of the gospel is to be ashamed of Christ. Brethren and sisters let me say this to
you and especially you younger men and women. Cultivate cultivate a personal affection for Christ.

Now where do you get that? You cultivate a personal love for God's Son. For you know that's the thing that
will hold you in a difficult day. Isn't that right brother? Now you older men know that.

That the path of Christian testimony is strewn with spiritual wrecks of men and women who failed Christ.
And you knew that they knew their Bible better than you and I. For it's not knowledge intelligence that
saves you. It's a personal love for Christ that will hold you.

Now he says never be ashamed of the testimony of the Lord nor of me his prisoner. Now notice Paul's the
Lord's prisoner. On the official rule and records of Rome he was Nero's prisoner.

Paul says I am Christ's prisoner the Lord's prisoner. The first time he was in prison Ephesians 3 verse 1
the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles. Ephesians 4 verse 1 the prisoner of the Lord.

Philippians 1 my bonds because of Christ. You see here was a man who looked at everything in relation to
Christ. Some people would have said the devil put him in jail.

Some people would say Nero put him in jail. Paul says listen I'm in prison for Christ. If I'm free I'm Christ's
free man.

If I'm in prison I'm Christ's prisoner. Yes you know what we sing don't you? My times are in thy hand.
Father we wish them there.

And in a day when the Romans were addressing Caesar and saying my Lord Caesar. Paul was saying my
Lord Christ. Timothy is the testimony of our Lord.

He's Timothy's Lord. He's Paul's Lord. He's your Lord.

He's mine. And Paul says I am Christ's prisoner. Now read on.

Now Timothy I want you to be a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel. Some translations read Timothy
suffer hardship along with the gospel. Suffer evil alongside the gospel.

He personifies the gospel as if the gospel was under attack. So it is. The gospel was under attack but it
was Paul and others that were being attacked.

You'll understand that won't you? When people turn against the gospel they're turning against the
Christians. So he says be a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel. Now you read that.

Doesn't convey very much to you because you don't know anything about it. Suffer hardship according to
the gospel. Now listen I want to read to you.
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I don't know if you know Paul very well. I'm not alone in this. I have accompanied with Paul for a long time.

I feel in many ways that I know the little man. But listen to this. For he must have been a man of
tremendous spiritual courage.

He must have been a man with a very sturdy physical frame. Here's what he says. In labours more
abundant.

In stripes above measure. In prisons more frequent. We only know of three imprisonments.

Caesarea, Acts 24. The first Roman imprisonment, Acts 28. The second Roman imprisonment, 2 Timothy.

He says here in prisons more frequent. In deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save
one.

195 strokes that would lift the flesh off his back. Thrice I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned.

Now that's Lystra. Do you remember? Years later he talks about it. He never forgot the battering that he
got that day.

He says once I was stoned. Thrice I suffered shipwreck. We don't know much about that.

Maybe just the one shipwreck. A night and a day have I been in the deep in the sea. In journeyings often.

In perils of waters. Perils of robbers. Perils by mine own countrymen.

Perils by the heathen. Perils in the city. Perils in the wilderness.

Perils in the sea. Perils among false brethren. In weariness.

Painfulness. Watchings. Hunger.

Thirst. Fastings. Cold.

Nakedness. Beside those things which are without. That which cometh upon me daily.

The care of all the churches. Read it when you go home. Second Corinthians 11.

A catalogue of twenty seven things that the wee man suffered. My, when you think of the soft days in
which we live. Surrounded by every comfort.

Brethren and sisters you'll maybe begin to appreciate the difference between the Christianity of the first
century and the Christianity of the 20th century. Hmm? A little more of this and a lot less trouble. A lot less
fighting.

A lot less arguing. A lot less division. A lot less separation.

If we were purified by persecution. Now please, back to 2nd Timothy 1 will you? Now drop your eye will
you? To verses just the close of verse 8 and verses 9 and 10. At the close of verse 8 he says the
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God who has saved us.
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Now you can take the power of God in two ways. You can take it in connection with salvation or you can
take it in connection with power in order to endure suffering and affliction. But what has intrigued me is
this.

That in the close of verse 8 to the close of verse 10 he begins to speak about the gospel. And he begins to
bring forward element after element in the gospel. And you know brethren as you read it you begin to
realize we preach a pretty restricted gospel.

You'll find here things you wouldn't be happy maybe to talk about in the gospel. For instance look at it now
please. The close of verse 8 it's a gospel of power.

The power of God who has saved us. It's a gospel of power. Verse 9 secondly it's a gospel of salvation
who hath saved us.

Verse 9 again it's a gospel of holiness who hath called us with an holy calling. Got it? Gospel of power,
gospel of salvation, a gospel of holiness. Fourthly it's a gospel of eternal purpose according to his own
purpose.

Fifthly it's a gospel of grace according to his own purpose and grace. Got that? Gospel of power, gospel of
salvation, gospel of holiness, gospel of eternal purpose, gospel of grace. And sixthly and finally in verse 10
it's a gospel of life and incorruptibility.

See it? See how he brings all the elements of the gospel together. Sets them out clear and plain. He says
this gospel is a gospel of power, gospel of salvation, gospel of holiness, gospel of eternal purpose, gospel
of grace and it's a gospel of life and incorruptibility.

That is life to the soul and incorruptibility to the body. See how large and big is the gospel according to
Paul. Let's come again.

It's a gospel of power or you've quoted many a time that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. But
listen brethren, the gospel is not only a gospel of power to save men. It's a gospel of power to make them
live for God in Christ.

It's a gospel of power. It's a gospel that gives a person power, inherent strength to live out the Christian
life. Now these are elements that are true.

Now I'll just go over them one by one just very briefly. Will you notice secondly it's a gospel of salvation.
It's a gospel that rescues men and women from sin.

It rescues and saves them from the guilt of sin, the defilement of sin, the power of sin, the punishment of
sin. It's a gospel that brings people out from the slavery and dominion of sin and Satan and sets them free.
Brings them into the liberty of sonship.

Brings you into the liberty of fellowship with God and Christ and the Holy Spirit. It's a gospel that frees
people. Do you know what I'm going to tell you brethren sisters? We are the only free people in the world.

That's right. It's a gospel of salvation. It saves completely.

Ah but notice this one please. It's a gospel of holiness. He hath called us with unholy calling.
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That means this. That the calling of the gospel is a holy calling that produces holy people. It's a gospel that
makes unholy people holy.

That makes godly people godly. That makes bad people good. That makes impure people pure.

It's the gospel of the change. It changes and transforms men and women. It's a gospel of holiness.

Now listen very carefully now please. I don't want you to miss this. I'm afraid we've long since stopped
preaching and teaching it.

We find it embarrassing in our day. Some people will tell you because others have gone too extreme we
don't state things. I don't know what the reason is but we've certainly stopped preaching it.

It's a gospel of holiness. It's the gospel that changes. Now listen carefully.

Christianity according to the new testament is lived out by people who do not sin. Now let that simmer. It's
a gospel of holiness.

The gospel of the change. The gospel that makes people different. For Christianity is expected to be lived
out by people who do not sin.

Now don't you go and jump to wrong conclusions. I'm not saying you're sinless or you're not. But what I
am saying is this.

That Christianity according to the new testament is lived out by people who are not expected to sin. Isn't
that right? I'll give you chapter and verse. 1 John 2. I write unto you little children that you sin not.

That's the normal. If anyone do sin we've an advocate. That's the abnormal.

Now you'll maybe begin to realize when I told you and I think you'll understand me by this time. I'm not
here to teach brothernism. I'm here to expound the scriptures and declare what Christianity is according to
the bible.

Not according to the brethren. It's accepted amongst us that people sin. According to your bible
Christianity is sustained by people who do not sin.

For instance in 1 John 3 verse 9. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin. Whosoever is born of
God doth not practice sin. I asked this someone to me now just a minute please just a minute.

That's the new nature. Who told you that? But that's not true. If it had been the new nature it would have
said whatsoever is born of God doth not practice sin.

But it doesn't say that. It says whosoever. You see you and I are responsible for the nature that we allow
to express itself.

I know the new nature doesn't sin and the old nature does. But supposing someone sinned and you went
along to them and they said to you I'm very sorry you know but after all you know it wasn't really me. It was
my old nature.

You wouldn't accept that would you? Why? Because the person is responsible for the nature that they
produce. Allow to act. It's whosoever that is born of God doth not practice sin the person.
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Listen again. When you come to your bible and you read this. In relation to believers the forgiveness of
sins.

Isn't that right? You say that's right. I know that all our sins were forgiven. But when a person gets
converted and you say now your sins are forgiven they're looking back.

Isn't that right? You can only enjoy forgiveness for sins you've committed. Isn't that right? You couldn't
have sense of forgiveness for sins you never committed. So that you're enjoying forgiveness of sins right
up to the moment you're saved.

You say what about the future? Are they not forgiven? You're not expected to sin. If you go into life
deliberately to sin you're raising a question about your salvation. It's Romans 6 verse 1. Shall we continue
in sin that grace may abound? Can I go on sinning and God will go on forgiving? God forbids says Paul.

How shall we that have died to sin live any longer therein? Now I'm not expounding Romans 6 but
Christians are people who are looked upon as having died to sin in Christ. Got it? Don't you think it's time
that public men were beginning to teach what the bible says? And thus the assemblies would become
more holy when they are taught from the start that Christianity is sustained by people who do not sin.
What do the ungodly do? They sin.

What do Christians do? They don't sin. Isn't that right? Brethren you surely haven't got a lesser standard.
Now can you see the glory of this? The gospel of the change? Brethren listen to me.

Your strength as a Christian depends on the fact that you're different. They sin but you don't. The same as
your assemblies their strength lies in the fact that they're different from what's all around in Christendom.

It's the gospel of the change. Brethren has there been something wrong with our preaching and teaching
that will produce the kind of thinking that I've tried to expose tonight? Oh listen brethren let's cease to be
so proud about the business. Let's get down on our knees and confess that somewhere something's gone
wrong.

Now you'll go home and think about it won't you? You'll go home and pray about it won't you? And let's get
back to the book. Come again. Verse 9. He says more.

He says it's the gospel of eternal purpose. Oh you say purpose? Eternal? Of course it's the gospel of
eternal purpose. We never produced it.

It rose in the heart of the eternal. It found its rise in the throne and heart of God. It's a gospel that God
purposed from times eternal.

It's the determination of God through the gospel to gather people that he will ultimately conform to the
image of his son. And if God had never determined to have a family around him in eternity would all have
been lost. It's the gospel of eternal purpose.

It's the purpose of God to bless men. Ah but it's more. It's the gospel of grace.

He says here it's not of works doesn't he? He says not according to our works but according to his own
purpose and grace. His own purpose. It's got nothing at all to do with you.
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It started with God and was done by God and will be completed in the presence of God. It's grace. The
favor of God rolling out to sinners.

The grace of God that provides salvation for people that never deserved it. Isn't it? Listen to me brethren.
Grace is that characteristic glory.

That attribute of God's nature which could never have been known if it had not been for sin and God's
desire to save the sinner. He's a God of grace as well as a God of purpose. Ah but more.

There's ten. He says it's a gospel of life and incorruptibility. Life that is pure and incorruptible.

Life to the soul and incorruption to the body. It's a salvation that will ultimately bring the whole person
together. Saved with a body that will never know corruption.

Hey? Isn't that wonderful? What a salvation. I don't know how you folks can sit quiet. Hey? You're all a big
lot of gospel preachers here.

There's hardly a... Hey? Ah but watch now. He says, verse nine, who has saved us and called us with
unholy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. Now watch now.

This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the world began. Hey? Given to you in times eternal in
Christ Jesus. God saw it all before him.

Isn't that right? Before you had a being, you existed in the mind of God. And all this wondrous grace in the
gospel was given to you before the world began. It was given us in Christ Jesus.

Hey? What's that? Sovereignty. Hey? The election. Do you remember in chapter two Paul talking about
suffering says this, I endure all things for the elect's sake that they may obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

The sovereignty of God. They gave us this grace in Christ Jesus. He saw us there in union with Christ.

Election. Listen very carefully to me. I want to make one or two statements about it.

Maybe in another night if I get to chapter two enough time I'll expand on it. Contrary to much that is taught
and contrary to what a great many Christians believe, election does not narrow the blessing. Election
secures a people for God when otherwise there would be none.

Got that? Now listen again. Contrary to what is generally taught and believed, election does not narrow the
blessing. Election secures a people for God when otherwise there would be none.

For the whole thing began with God. I'll tell you more. Now you young folks might not be too sure about
this, just you listen to me.

The older you grow the more you begin to realize how little of you was in the business at all. Do you
remember a time when you knew nothing about it? Possibly never thought you would ever believe it the
first time you heard it. Isn't that right? But God had his eye on you.

God had purposed. He saw you in his mind's eye. Not only before you were born, before there was a
world.
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Oh the grandeur and glory of divine purpose. The sovereignty of God. The light of deity.

To act from himself for himself. For once you begin to limit deity, limit God. He's no longer God.

The Godhead are the only true free persons in the world. Now I haven't time to go into it. Say maybe
another night I'll see how time goes.

I would like to, I would like to have spent most of a meeting on election and human responsibility and spelt
everything out to you. But you'll understand, won't you? That these things were given to you. God saw it all
before the world began.

Now brother Wall, the other night read 1 Peter 1 verse 2. Here's what it said. Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God. Now when you come, when you come to these big things, the will of God and the
sovereignty of God in times eternal, away in the past, before there was a world at all, there are three big
words.

Election, foreknowledge and predestination. Now let me give you a wee bit of theology. Do allow me just
for a moment to step out of 2 Timothy to say one or two things to you.

Election secures the person. You were chosen in Christ as a person before the world began. Don't you
believe the people that tell you, now listen to me, don't you believe anybody that tells you that the church
as a whole was elected and then the persons believed for themselves.

It's true we believe for ourselves, it's not true that the church as a whole was elected, that God decided on
a certain number and then you decided whether you'd be among them and you believed. That's not true.
God chose persons.

The election secures the person. He tells us in Ephesians 1, having predestinated us unto the adoption of
sons. So predestination secures the blessing.

The election secures the person, predestination secures the blessing. Now you'll find these three things all
together in different passages. You'll always find them in twos, one or the other.

Ephesians 1 links election and predestination. 1 Peter 1 links election and foreknowledge and Romans 8
links foreknowledge and predestination, whom he did foreknow. He also did predestinate.

So election secures the person, predestination secures the blessing. What about foreknowledge? Elect
according to the foreknowledge of God, whom he did foreknow, persons. Foreknowledge means this, that
a way back yonder in times eternal you existed as a personality in the mind and purpose of God.

Now only God could do a thing like that. That right? Only God could do that. There you were.

God knew you. God knew you as a single personality long before the world began. You'll understand this,
won't you, please, that when you're dealing with deity, you're dealing with things that are far beyond our
tiny minds.

And you're dealing with the self-determination of God to bless men. It's an amazing thing. Now I need to
stop because I'm not on that really, but I thought it might be helpful to go out my way to explain these
things to you.
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Look now, please, will you again. Given in Christ Jesus before the world began, verse 10, but this is now
made manifest by the appearing of our saviour Jesus Christ. Now that word manifest, the verb and the
noun appearing, both words come from the same root.

And for the only time in your new testament, the word appearing is linked not with the second advent, but
with the virgin birth. His purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
but now is made manifest by the appearing of our saviour Jesus Christ. That's the virgin birth.

The coming into the world that grace might be seen substantially in the person of Christ. The grace of
God, salvation bringing, hath appeared in Christ. In a person, the only way you could understand it and
take it in.

But read on. This glorious person has annulled death. It's not abolished, it's annulled.

That is, it's been stripped of its power. That's good. You've got that.

Stripped of its power. Listen carefully now. I'm coming again because we're not taught these things.

From that you'll gather that you have nothing to fear in death. It's not your enemy. In this sense, that since
Christ came and died and rose again, he has stripped death of its power so that death is now merely a
gateway to the presence of Christ.

Got that? Do you believe that? It's a doorway to the presence of Christ. Physical death, just an entrance to
the Lord of glory. Spiritual death, gone forever.

We're enjoying the life that is eternal now. Eternal death might never exist. We'll never see it.

He hath rendered powerless death and brought life and incorruptibility to light through the gospel. Like a
blaze of light, the gospel comes with its truth, lighting up things that before were shadowy and vague. He
hath brought, brought to light, into the light through the gospel, life and incorruptibility for men and women.

Isn't that wonderful? Verse 11, and I'll finish that. Whereunto, this gospel, I am appointed a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher. What does that mean? That, whereunto, preacher is a herald, a man who heralds
out the message of the king.

You've seen the herald standing, reading. That's the idea. Now, let me very briefly, because it's time I was
done.

Watch now. Now, Paul says in relation to this gospel, I am appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher. As a preacher, he declares the facts.

As an apostle, he gives authority to the facts. As a teacher, he explains the meaning of the facts. Have
you got that? In relation to this gospel, Paul has an official appointment.

He says, this gospel that's going out, crashing down Jewish barriers of exclusivism, and bringing in the
great Gentile world. He says, I've been appointed a preacher. As a preacher, he proclaims the facts of the
gospel.

But he says, in relation to this gospel, I've been appointed an apostle. Now, apostle is an official
representative. There were only 13, the 12 and Paul.
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And he, as an apostle, directly commissioned by Christ on Yonder and Damascus, he gives authority to
the facts. When he declared the gospel, his authority came from the fact that he was specially
commissioned by Christ. And, last of all, he says, I'm not only appointed a preacher and an apostle, but a
teacher.

Difference between a preacher and a teacher. And as a teacher, he would explain the meaning of the
facts. Isn't that right? The great facts of the gospel, in its widest aspect, he taught.

I've been trying to teach you some of them tonight. For, for, allied with this gospel, there is election and
foreknowledge and predestination, et cetera, et cetera. And I've sought to explain the meaning of the facts
to you.

Say, is it not a gospel worth bearing a wee bit of reproach for? To think that all, to think, to think that God
had you in his mind. He had you in his mind a way back in times eternal. He went to all that, I was going to
say the trouble.

He went to all that was necessary to send Christ into the world. Not only to perform the supreme miracle of
virgin birth. Mind you, you don't understand that.

Not right. You think of Christ in the form of God. Then he took a journey and was found in the darkness of
the virgin's womb.

And, ultimately, she brought forth her firstborn son, still a virgin, still a virgin, no human father. Ultimately,
he wended his way to Calvary for you. Mind you, when you know yourself, you weren't worth it.

But according to God, you were. Oh, the dignity. Come on.

Come on, please. Sit. Come on, get back.

Get your heads up. You're the greatest people in the world. You're the greatest people in the world.

That's right. To think that deity has done all this for us and we would be ashamed of him. And refuse to
bear a wee bit reproach for the Christ.

Oh, brother, it's wonderful, isn't it? And all he asks you to do is to serve him till he comes. Occupy till I
come. He's coming.

Until then, my heart shall go on singing. Until then, with joy, I'll carry on. Until the day mine eyes behold
the city.

Until the day God calls me home. Thank you.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/19/SID19110.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-hunter/2-timothy-part-4/
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