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Letter: 12f 31 Mr Maylan, Neuchactel,
November 22nd, 1839

by John Nelson Darby

The sermon emphasizes the importance of faith and devotion in following the Lord's call to work in the ministry,
and the need to trust in the Lord's provision and sustenance.

Scripture: Matthew 9:37
Topics: "God's Provision", "Faith in Service"

Description

John Nelson Darby writes to Mr. Maylan, encouraging him to consider dedicating himself to the work of the
Lord amidst the pressing need for laborers in France. He emphasizes the importance of faith in this
calling, noting that while trials may accompany devotion, the joy and fulfilment found in serving God far
outweigh the challenges. Darby shares his own experiences of God's faithfulness and encourages Maylan
to trust in the Lord's provision without relying on human support. He expresses a heartfelt desire for God
to raise up many workers for His harvest and to strengthen the faith of all His servants.

Transcript

p31 [From the French.] VERY DEAR BROTHER [Mr Maylon], - G., who told me that you are now settled in
-, begged me to write you a few lines, which | do very willingly: indeed, it was on my asking him for news
of you that he spoke to me of you, and told me that you had some thought of applying yourself more
directly to the work of the Lord. Nothing is more desirable, dear brother; there is the greatest need of
labourers, and when our blessed Saviour raises them up, it is a sign that He would do a work Himself in
this world of darkness. France presents a field at this moment, blessed in several ways by the Lord. For
me, the near coming of the Saviour, the gathering together of His own, and the sanctification and joy of
those who are manifested, are always the thoughts predominant in my soul. There is every appearance
that the Lord is hastening the time; for the rest, our duty is certain.

It is for you, dear brother, before God, to determine whether the Lord calls you certainly to this work of
faith. The more devotedness there is, the more trials there will be, but a hundred times more will there be
of happiness and of joy, and when the Lord returns, the crown of glory that fadeth not away. From the
circumstances in which you are placed, it is difficult for me to speak, and probably those in which you will
be placed would occupy your thoughts. This is a matter of faith. G. committed himself to the Lord, and the
Lord has sustained him, and he has always been maintained without difficulty, and has even provided for
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the wants of those who had trusted men. In any case such a step is always an act of faith, and one ought
never to induce any one to follow it.

If, for example, it will be always my delight to help the brethren, whether in England or abroad, as our
brethren do according to their power; but if | undertook to do such and such a thing, all that | have might
fail me through the providence of God, or a more pressing need might present itself, and |, already bound,
should fail, either as to the will of God or my engagements; and, further, | have a very strong objection - |
am, in fact, entirely opposed - to sending any one into the Lord's field with a salary of so much per annum.
| can only say that it will be my joy, by the grace of God, to relieve the needs of my brethren according to
my power, but to engage any one to work is, it seems to me, to take the place of faith, at least, if there
were not some special direction. | wish to make you understand all the interest | should take in helping you
if God call you to the work, on one side, and on the other to prevent you from counting on me or any man
whatever.

Perhaps you will be surprised that | have said so much; but | know that this was on the heart of G. | hope
that the work of God prospers in your heart. That the Lord may raise up many workmen, and send them
out into His harvest - this is the earnest desire of my heart. May God grant me to devote myself to it with
all my strength, and may He strengthen the faith of all His servants, so that they may not distrust His
goodness.

For myself, | can bear witness that He has never failed me, feeble and faithless as | have found myself to
be, but always sustained beyond my expectation by His goodness. You will find it the same, dear brother,
if you feel yourself called to work for the Lord. My faith has been feeble, and the Lord has been good to
me; if your faith is stronger, you will gather a more abundant harvest. May God bless you and keep you,
and direct your thoughts and your steps. May He ever increase your faith, and make you feel His
abundant love. May the Lord reveal Himself more and more to your soul. | think of revisiting Geneva. | do
not know exactly the time. | shall be here a fortnight.

Your affectionate brother in Jesus.
NeuchActel, November 22nd, 18309.

[51012F]

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-nelson-darby/letter-12f-31-mr-maylan-neuchatel-november-22nd-1839/

Sermonindex.net | Page 2



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




