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Letter: 14e 35 Unknown, -, 1840
by John Nelson Darby

The sermon explores the vital role of love and prayer in serving the church, exemplified by Epaphras and the

interconnectedness of joy, prayer, and thanksgiving.

Scripture: Romans 12:10, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Galatians 5:13, Ephesians 5:25, Philippians 1:3-5, Colossians 4:2, 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18, Hebrews 10:24-25, James 5:16, 1 Peter 4:10

Topics: "Love in the Church", "Service and Prayer"

Description

John Nelson Darby emphasizes the importance of love and service within the church, illustrating that true
love for the Lord compels believers to serve one another. He highlights the unwavering love of Christ for
the church and the necessity of individual commitment to prayer and support for fellow believers, as
exemplified by Epaphras. Darby encourages the congregation to recognize that even small acts of
service, rooted in prayer and thanksgiving, contribute significantly to the body of Christ. He reminds them
that joy is intrinsically linked to prayer and gratitude, fostering a deeper connection among believers.

Transcript

p35 [Mr Maylon] If we have any right views of what the church of Christ is, every one will be bound by love
to serve in some way. The preciousness of the church is shewn in this, "He loved the church, and gave
himself for it." His love never changes - "strong as death" will be marked by-and-by. There is individual
love to serve one another. This is not what is spoken of; but love to the Lord must bind us to wish to be
servants to the body. We are bound up one with another. One's desire to serve is often checked by the
thought of how little we can do. Epaphras entered as much as was possible into the mind of God about
service - as much as Paul did. "Continue in prayer" &c. (Col. 4:2); making the effect of his ministry hang
upon their prayers. Apostle as he was, it might have been thought he could not need prayer. Here is the
zeal of a man, perhaps lying on his face all day - no great zeal it might be said, but having the muster-roll
of God's saints before him; feeling wearied perhaps - but no, there's another and another of God's saints I
must pray for. This was the particular path of Epaphras (perhaps Epaphroditus the same). We do not find
him standing in any other place of service but this; labouring that the saints might be perfect and complete
in all the will of God. It may be that in which we are most lacking - no eye but God's - courts no public
praise - no bustle - no activities - is like the fibre to the root of the plant. "Rejoice evermore; pray without
ceasing; in everything give thanks." Closer connection between these three than our souls are wont to
acknowledge. Joy will ever rise in proportion to prayer and thanksgiving.
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[Date unknown.]

[51014E]
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