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Letter: 3e 9 Brother, -, 1832
by John Nelson Darby

The sermon emphasizes the importance of humility, dependence on God, and the role of the Holy Spirit in

believers' lives, as well as the need for believers to walk in God's righteousness and true holiness.

Scripture: Philippians 1:3

Topics: "Unity in Christ", "Walking In The Spirit"

Description

John Nelson Darby expresses his heartfelt thoughts to a dear brother, emphasizing the importance of
maintaining communion with God amidst the distractions of ministry. He encourages the brethren at
Plymouth to walk in humility and righteousness, relying on the Holy Spirit for strength and discernment
against the challenges posed by the flesh and the enemy. Darby highlights the need for prayer and
vigilance, urging them to remain steadfast in their faith and to be a model of believers growing in grace. He
reassures them of his prayers and affection, while also acknowledging the struggles faced by other
brethren in different locations. Ultimately, he calls for unity and a focus on Christ as they navigate their
spiritual journey together.

Transcript

p9 DEAREST BROTHER, - I meant to have written to you before; it is relief to me to write to you now,
bearing as I do our dear brethren at Plymouth upon my heart, while I do so, for while I have been much
blessed, yet I find incessant intercourse with men distracts me in my weakness of communion. I was very
thankful to get your letter indeed, in the midst of many anxious services which every one working the
Lord's work now must have. The order and peace of Plymouth is one of my comforts here; I do trust the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, my God, will keep them ever, and I am persuaded He will,
walking in good works, and abounding therein with thanksgiving, in humbleness of heart that God thus
undeservedly blesses us all. I do pray He may make them all a pattern of believers, yet growing
themselves into deep and brighter conformity to Christ, having Him ever before their eyes, and [leading]*
also young and old in Christ into the depth of the riches of His grace. I do remember you - in weakness in
my prayer, yet in my measure of faith that it may be so, and trust it may be according to the measure of
His goodness, and not any man's weakness - that you grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and none fall in any wise from their own stedfastness. May the Lord keep you all. May the
Lord give you peace, always, and by all means, from Himself.

{*Copy defective}
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I can tell you for watchfulness, dear brethren, as well as comfort, that your report, whether of weakness or
strength, is gone out, so take heed that you walk very close with the Lord. The last place I heard of H -
was in the County Clare, in a newspaper. . . with no great honour, but that, of course, we may all expect
from the world. It assumes to my mind daily more importance, and that which therefore more immediately
presses on my mind is, that they may be all kept in humbleness - great humbleness, that they may walk in
God's righteousness and true holiness by the power of the Spirit dwelling amongst them, granting too what
He will so we honour Christ. Do not marvel if such things as - 's impatience arise; Satan will try to trouble
you by them. But if you walk in the communion of the Spirit in power in any measure, the Lord will help you
through it, rebuking the flesh and the enemy in him, if indeed you be separated from it and sanctified; for
then you will discern it to be of the flesh and the enemy, while you, being sanctified, will have power to
repress it, giving all liberty to the Spirit, but rebuking all disorder. And it may be, some time there may be
need to rebuke, as we learn from the blessed apostle by the Spirit. But the flesh cannot rebuke the flesh,
nor will the flesh submit to it; but if you indeed walk in the Spirit, you have God's authority according to
your measure, and Satan will yield to the Spirit, and the sanctioned witness of God's Spirit among you.
Pray much for this Spirit; let your prayers abound for it, so shall you be able to discern all things, and the
brethren shall grow up soon, unexpectedly, in all things, looking ever towards the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ.

My heart is with you, dear brethren, while you walk in order, and therefore was your letter such a
comforter. You are my comfort and joy, and therefore it ought to be so with me; and, dear friends, I make
my boast of you, so (as the apostle says) I hope I shall not be ashamed of the same confident boasting.
Yea, I trust it may make you humble and ashamed of yourselves, that you are not more conformed to
Christ, when men come to see your ways. The brethren who have met together in Clare, that is Ennis,
have much followed your order at Plymouth. Some brethren have met here in weakness, but I trust the
Lord will be with them. At Rathkeale they have met, and seem going on well, though in weakness. In
Dublin, - a brother I trust, whom you know, has troubled the body exceedingly, as he was about to do
before. I pray God it may not produce evil, but it has thrown them into confusion: my God will bring them
out of it into a brighter order and good, if they hear and learn of Him. I know not whether they will receive
my word, but I have written - perhaps he will think sharply and haughtily - to B-; but I felt quite assured of
what I was doing in love. Pray for them, that all may be well before God. Dear brethren, and you, dear
brother, give no allowance to the flesh in any wise, but give all liberty to the Spirit, which is our blessing
and power, as indwelling amongst us, and you shall be blest; and if you would be able to repress and
rebuke the workings of Satan by it in others, give it no law in yourselves, but yield yourselves to God as
those that are alive, yield yourselves to His Spirit, and seek it diligently.

I am refreshed in writing to you, dear brother, and I hope to see you all again shortly, though I have some
service here first - I mean, not only in this place, but in other parts, or all of this county. Let me hear from
you all again, please; but I reckon on the continuance of blessing amongst you, and if so, I am happy.
Remember me with all affection to dear -, and all the brethren and sisters, one with another. I do trust you
may be all kept positively and actually together, so that your faith may be spoken of, for it is not our going,
but our faith travelling, that sends the testimony. The Lord especially lead: I am glad to hear that you think
of reaching Sidmouth. It would be well if the Lord lead us there, that is all I look to. Pray for us all here, as I
would for all of you, dearest brother. Grace be with you all. I got several of the pamphlets for you; they are
of the old edition. There is one defect, the resurrection power is not duly stated in them. I see I shall have
to be speedily in England, though my body might say rest somewhere. I dread the responsibility of a new
pamphlet on it, not knowing the church to be prepared to receive it - but you say it is. Dearest brother, walk
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close to the Lord, our witness in strength, and our help. My best christian affection to your wife and
children. I am your debtor for much kindness. Grace be with you, dear brother.

Ever most affectionately

Yours in the Lord.

I should tell you this country is much blessed, by the expectation of the Lord's coming becoming a
wonderfully practical thing in it. I long for the time of retirement, but it is not easy to make it with the work
there is. Grace, mercy and peace, be with you. Tell Miss -, that as I was writing to you I do not to her, but I
will, please God, ere long. The Lord is wonderfully gracious to us in an evil world. I have written a paper on
De Burgh on the Revelation.

[51003E]
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