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Righteousness Without Grace.
by John Nelson Darby

True righteousness can only be achieved through the power of God's grace, not just by doing what isright.

Scripture: Matthew 7:1-2, Luke 6:36, John 13:10, Romans 5:21, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, Galatians 6:1, Ephesians 2:8-9,
Colossians 3:13, James 2:13, 1 Peter 4:8
Topics: "Grace", "Restoration”

Description

John Nelson Darby emphasizes that righteousness alone, without grace, fails to win the hearts of
individuals. He argues that while righteous actions may seem just, they do not restore souls or foster true
reconciliation among believers. Instead, he highlights the importance of grace in conjunction with
righteousness, suggesting that many sins remain unaddressed and relationships severed due to a lack of
compassionate outreach. Darby calls for a shift from judgment to a humble, loving approach that seeks to
engage the heart, rather than merely the conscience, in the process of restoration.

Transcript

Bible Treasury Vol. 15, page 380.

The whip and the scourge may be righteous; but there is no winning the heart of man with these. Nor is it
righteousness which reigns among the saints of God, but grace through righteousness unto eternal life.
Alas! how many sins that might have been washed away (John 13) have been retained! How many
brethren alienated for all time, who might have been won back to God and to us, because we have
hammered at the conscience merely, with the heart ungained - with the heart, | may say, almost unsought!
We have not overcome evil, because we have not overcome it with good. We have taken readily the
judge's chair and have got back judgment; but the Master's lowly work we have little done.

But how little yet do we understand that mere righteous dealing - absolutely righteous, as it may be - will
not work the restoration of souls; that judgment, however temperate and true, will not touch and soften and
subdue hearts to receive instruction, which, by the very facts of the case, are shown not to be in their true
place before God. Man is not all conscience; and conscience reached, with the heart away, will do what it
did with the first sinner among men - drive him out among the trees of the garden to escape the
unwelcome voice. J. N. D.
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