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Our Good Shepherd

by John Newton

The speaker encourages the listener to persevere in the face of suffering, to know the evil of their own heart, and
to trust in the power and mercy of Jesus.

Scripture: Psalm 27:14, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 4:15, 1 Peter 5:7
Topics: "Faith And Trust", "Gods Mercy"

Description

John Newton preaches a heartfelt message of encouragement and exhortation to persevere in faith,
reminding the congregation of the ongoing work of God's grace in their lives. He emphasizes the
importance of knowing the evil of one's own heart, humbly waiting on the Lord, and growing in trust and
love for Jesus. Newton reassures them of God's mercy, righteousness, and power, urging them to be
patient in their spiritual journey and to focus on Christ amidst trials and struggles.

Transcript

March 18, 1767.

| can truly say, that | bear you upon my heart and in my prayers. | have rejoiced to see the beginning of a
good and gracious work in you; and | have confidence in the Lord Jesus, that He will carry it on and
complete it; and that you will be amongst the number of those who shall sing redeeming love to eternity.
Therefore fear none of the things appointed for you to suffer by the way, but gird up the loins of your mind,
and hope to the end. Be not impatient, but wait humbly upon the Lord. You have one hard lesson to learn,
that is, the evil of your own heart: you know something of it, but it is needful that you should know more;
for the more we know of ourselves, the more we shall prize and love Jesus and His salvation. | hope what
you find in yourself by daily experience will humble you, but not discourage you; humble you it should, and
| believe it does. Are not you amazed sometimes that you should have so much as a hope that, poor and
needy as you are, the Lord thinketh of you? But let not all you feel discourage you; for if our Physician is
almighty, our disease cannot be desperate; and if He casts none out that come to Him, why should you
fear? Our sins are many, but His mercies are more: our sins are great, but His righteousness is greater:
we are weak, but He is power. Most of our complaints are owing to unbelief, and the remainder of a legal
spirit; and these evils are not removed in a day. Wait on the Lord, and He will enable you to see more and
more of the power and grace of our High Priest. The more you know Him, the better you will trust Him; the
more you trust Him, the better you will love Him; the more you love Him, the better you will serve Him. This
is God's way: you are not called to buy, but to beg; not to be strong in yourself, but in the grace that is in
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Christ Jesus. He is teaching you these things, and | trust He will teach you to the end. Remember the
growth of a believer is not like a mushroom, but like an oak, which increases slowly indeed, but surely.
Many suns, showers, and frosts pass upon it before it comes to perfection; and in winter, when it seems
dead, it is gathering strength at the root. Be humble, watchful, and diligent in the means, and endeavour to
look through all, and fix your eye upon Jesus, and all shall be well. | commend you to the care of the good
Shepherd, and remain, for His sake,

Yours, &cC.;

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-newton/our-good-shepherd/
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