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Spirit Brings Remembrance
by John Owen

We should rejoice in Christ's finished work and trust in it as the sole grounds of our salvation, rather than trying

to add to it.

Scripture: John 19:30, Acts 4:12, Romans 4:25, Ephesians 2:8, Colossians 2:13

Topics: "Atonement", "Salvation"

Description

John Owen preaches about the satisfaction found in Christ's death and resurrection, emphasizing that
God and Jesus Himself were satisfied with the atoning work completed on the cross. The resurrection
serves as God's declaration that our moral indebtedness has been paid in full, and there is nothing more
required for our salvation. Owen warns against the folly and ingratitude of trying to add to Christ's finished
work through human efforts, highlighting the insult it poses to God's perfect salvation plan. He urges
listeners to turn from their own works to fully trust in Jesus' all-sufficient and certain work for salvation,
emphasizing the need to proclaim this gospel widely to all.

Transcript

. . . . the prayer as a whole looks forward to the death and even beyond it with such assurance that it is as
though these things had already been accomplished, as they surely were in Christ's mind. . . . The
meaning of this verse is above everything else Christ came to die on the cross.

. . . The Father had given Jesus a great work of salvation to do. . . He finished that work, as a token of
which He was subsequently raised from the dead and is now seated at the right hand of the Father.

Do you find that satisfying? I know one person who is satisfied with that work. God is satisfied. We know
that God was satisfied by Christ's death by the resurrection of Christ, for the resurrection is God's seal
upon Christ's work. . . . by the resurrection God gave notice that Christ's death was the perfect substitution
for sin He entered this world to make and that He, the Father, had accepted it in place of the
condemnation of the sinner. . . .

This is what the resurrection is to us. It is God's declaration that the account of our moral indebtedness
has been paid, that God is satisfied. This just God will never demand anything else for our salvation.

I know someone else who was satisfied by Christ's death. It was Jesus Himself. . . "I have brought glory to
You on earth by completing the work You gave me to do."
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What then? If God is satisfied in Christ's death and if Christ is satisfied in His death, should not we, who
benefit from it most directly, also be satisfied? Yes, and more than that! We should rejoice in that
completed work, knowing that it is our glory. We should sing about it:

Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,

He washed it white as snow.

. . . . If Christ's atoning work is finished and if it has been accepted as such by the Father, then what folly it
is and what ingratitude it shows if we think we can add to it. Millions of people, many of them serious
churghgoing people, are doing this. They do not disbelieve in Christ's work especially, but neither do they
trust it wholly. Instead, they try to add to it by tears and confessions and charity and by every other kind of
supposed "good work." They suppose that by these things God may perhaps be moved to be gracious to
them and so save them at last. What an insult to God! It is insulting to suppose that you can add to that
salvation that He in His own great love and wisdom planned from before the foundation of the world and
then brought to completion in time through the death of His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus.

Will you turn from your work to Jesus? His work is a great work, an all-sufficient work, a certain work. It is
all you need. It is all that God will accept. Accept it then, and present it to the Father in place of your
works.

If Christ's atoning work is really a finished work and if God has accepted it as the sole grounds of
salvation, let us proclaim it as such. . . If we have entered into it, having come to God on the basis of
Christ's sacrifice, then we have an obligation to make this gospel widely known. . . They need to hear that
all that is necessary for our salvation has been done by Christ. He has died, and "it is finished" (Gospel of
John, vol. iv., 1264-1267).
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