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Passionate for God's Holiness - Part 4
by John Piper

The sermon emphasizes that God's holiness is the center of His value, and that true love from God is about
sustaining and exalting His holiness, not about making much of us.

Duration: 5:24

Scripture: Psalm 34:8, Psalm 37:4, Isaiah 6:3, Mark 1:24, John 3:16, Romans 5:8, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Philippians 3:8,
Hebrews 12:28, 1 Peter 1:16

Topics: "Gods Holiness", "Christ Exaltation"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of not making ourselves the center of worship but rather exalting
God as the ultimate treasure and focus of our lives. It challenges the notion of self-centeredness and
self-exaltation, pointing to the glory of God and magnifying Christ as the true center of God's values and
redeeming work. The test presented revolves around understanding true love from God, whether it is in
being made much of or in being enabled to enjoy making much of Him forever through the sacrifice of
Jesus.

Transcript

God did not suddenly become an idolater when he created man, putting man where God belongs. God is
not a man worshipper. God is a God worshipper.

Or would you deny him the highest joys of the universe? But we did not tell you that. We bred you on your
self-centeredness. We taught you a gospel of self-esteem that heals all diseases.

And we put God on the periphery as a means to your self-exaltation. And so there's a great barrier.
There's a great barrier here.

My generation has failed itself and you in so many ways. You are not the center of God's values. The glory
of God is the center of his value.

You're not the center of his redeeming work. The magnifying of Christ in your life is the center of his
redeeming work. You are not the treasure of the gospel.

God is the treasure of the gospel. Here's a test. You ready? Just a one-question test to see whether or not
you know what it is to be loved by God.
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Whether or not you know what it is to experience the love of God in your life. Because my generation has
sold you a bill of goods on what that means. We have told you in a thousand ways to be loved by God is to
be made much of.

Some of you can't even conceive of another definition of love than to be made much of. God loves me. He
makes much of me.

Now here's the test. Do you feel more loved by God when he makes much of you or when he, at the cost
of his son's life, gives you the ability to enjoy making much of him forever? I'm going to state the test
guestion again. You do the answering in your heart.

And then you'll know whether you have to experience a Copernican revolution at one day, 03. Do you feel
more loved by God when he makes much of you or do you feel more loved by God when he undertakes,
through the cross and the Holy Spirit, to enable you to experience a kind of inner revolution that you enjoy
making much of him forever? That's the test question for this generation. My generation failed it.

We still do. We're still delivering the wrong books, the wrong sermons, the wrong message to this
generation. All about me.

All about my value. We stand before the Holy Cross of God Almighty and take it as an echo of my worth
instead of as an echo of the horror of demeaning the worth of God, which is what sin is and which is why
the cross was necessary. | count everything as loss for the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, my
Lord.

Jesus is the Holy One. That's what the devils recognized. What do you have to do with us, Holy One of
God? Jesus is the holiness of God made accessible.

Jesus is the holiness of God made tolerable. Indeed, Jesus is the holiness of God made enjoyable, if we
can get low enough and tremble hard enough and rend our souls deeply enough that we understand what
holiness is and required of Jesus. You were made to feast on Jesus.

You were made to feast on holiness found in Jesus. So let me ask you, what is the love of God? What is it
to be loved by God? And the answer is that God sustains and exalts His holiness.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/UbvWOzMALM4.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-piper/passionate-for-gods-holiness-part-4/
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