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He That Winneth Souls - Part 1 of 3

by John R. Rice

Not winning soulsis a sin that stems from disobedience to Jesus, lack of love for Jesus, not following Jesus, not
abiding in Christ, not bearing fruit for God, not being a witness for Christ, and not being a soul winner.

Duration: 7:22
Scripture: Matthew 4:19, Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 1:17, John 14:15, John 15:4-5
Topics: "Soul Winning", "Great Commission"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of winning souls as a fundamental duty of every Christian,
highlighting the sevenfold sins of those who do not engage in soul-winning. It explores the commandment
given by Jesus in the Great Commission to go and make disciples of all nations, stressing the
disobedience, lack of love, failure to follow Jesus closely, and the necessity of abiding in Christ to bear
fruit. The message urges believers to align with Jesus' teachings and actively participate in soul-winning to
fulfill the main command He left for His disciples.

Transcript

| want to talk to you about the very serious subject, the sevenfold sin of those who do not win souls. Yes,
you understood me the first time, sin, the sevenfold sin of those who do not win souls. If you're saved, if
you're born again, if you're not a soul winner, you're living in sin every day.

Every Christian is commanded to win souls. It's the first duty of every Christian. Every Christian who does
not win souls is guilty of seven terrible sins, and | prove that by the Word of God.

May God open our hearts to the importance of the main business he left for us to do. First of all, | want you
to see that the Great Commission as given in Matthew chapter 28 and verses 19 and 20, plainly says that
every Christian should win souls. In this scripture, Jesus said all power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth.

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost, and teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you. And lo, I'm with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Now remember that Jesus said that the twelve apostles were
to go to all the world and preach the gospel, but there were only twelve.
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They couldn't go to more than twelve places, and long since these centuries they've been dead. Jesus
must have meant for somebody else to do the work too. And he told them, when you get somebody
converted, you baptize them and then teach the new converts to observe everything | told you to do.

So everybody that was saved when Peter preached, everybody that was won by Andrew, by Philip, and by
others of the apostles, was commanded, take on yourself the Great Commission. You do what Jesus
commanded these other apostles to do. Every Christian ought to win souls.

That's the plain command of God. In fact, that's the main command Jesus Christ left for us. We call it the
Great Commission.

No commission, no plan, no work he ever commanded us to do could be more important than this. And
these are marching orders for Christians. We're to win souls.

Jesus repeated that command when he met John on the Isle of Patmos later. And over in Revelation 22,
17, Jesus said, when he met John on the Isle of Patmos, the Spirit and the bride say, come, and let him
that heareth say, come. Everybody who hears it is commanded to say, come.

Did somebody tell you? You're commanded to tell of this. You can't get out of this plain obligation. It's the
main thing the Lord Jesus left for his disciples to do.

| remember so well when my mother lay dying. | was less than six years old. Yet how well | remember the
very words she said.

I remember how she looked that day. | remember the gladness in her face. And she told us what we
should do.

We must meet her in heaven. And so | remember the last words that Jesus gave to us all before he went
to heaven were in this Great Commission to go to all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
And if we do that, we'll be soul winners.

If you don't take the gospel like Jesus said, and get people converted, and teach them to be baptized, and
then teach them to do everything Jesus commanded the Apostles to do in the way of preaching the gospel
and getting souls saved. If you don't do that, you're in rebellion. You're in disobedience.

Let me say then, sin number one of a Christian who does not win souls is a sin of disobedience to the
main command that Jesus ever gave. You're guilty. You're a wicked, backsliding, disobedient Christian if
you are not a soul winner.

Now then, sin number two. If you do not win souls, it's because of the sin of lack of love. | approve that too.

In John chapter 14, remember the Savior said in verse 15, if you love me, keep my commandments. And
again in verse 23, if a man love me, he will keep my words. If you love Jesus Christ, then keep his
commandments.

It's quite clear then that in proportion as we love Jesus Christ, we'll do what he tells us to do. As you love
the Lord Jesus who died for you, you will obey him. If you love me, keep my commandments.

If a man love me, he will keep my words. Sometimes we say, well, I'd win souls, but | don't have a gift for
soul winning. No, no.
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You say, I'd be a soul winner, but | don't have a gift of gab. Well, there's nothing there that a gift of the
Holy Spirit can't cure. But that's not what's wrong with you.

What's wrong is your heart has grown cold. You do not love the dear Lord Jesus as you ought. You're
living in the sin of a cold heart of lack of love, or you do what Jesus said.

This is back of all the lack of our soul winning effort. This is the reason for our disobedience, the main
command. Sin number two is lack of love for Jesus Christ.

He so had said so himself. Number three, sin number three. If you're not a soul winner, it's because you
do not follow Jesus.

You know, we sing so many songs about following Jesus, trying to walk in the steps of the Savior. And we
sing, where he leads me, I'll follow. And you never win a soul.

Why sing a lie? You know that the scripture says in Matthew 4 19, follow me and I'll make you fishers of
men. And Jesus said it in Mark 1 17. Come ye after me and I'll make you to become fishers of men.

If you're not a soul winner, it's because you don't follow Jesus closely. You know, he commanded us to
follow him. He said, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and
follow me.

You remember the scripture says, let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ. And Jesus said in John
chapter 20, that even as my father sent me, even so send | you. We should follow Jesus.

But if you don't win souls, you're not following Jesus. Someone says, | don't know how to win souls. | wish
| could grow to be a soul winner.

You can, it's easy. Just follow Jesus. He'll make you into a soul winner.

And everybody who isn't a soul winner is because you don't follow Jesus. It's an open and shut case.
Those who follow Jesus, he makes them into soul winners.

If you don't follow him, then you're not a soul winner. And it's your fault. You're living in rebellion and
disobedience.

You're not following Jesus. You're a far off. | don't say you're not saved.

| don't say you haven't been converted. But | say that you're living in sin, the sin of not following Jesus. If
you don't win souls, so says the very clear word of Jesus himself.

Here's sin number four. And | ask you to think carefully about it. Remember that in John chapter 15, we
are told that you are to abide in Christ.

John 15, 4 and 5, abide in me and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the
vine. No more can ye except you abide in me.

| am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.
For without me ye can do nothing.

You can't do it without Jesus. Somebody says, | tried to win souls. | intended to, but |
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Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/yik9D4UJLWK.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-r-rice/he-that-winneth-souls-part-1-of-3/
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