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A Religion Without Righteousness

by Joshua Daniel

Joshua Daniel's sermon calls for a religion that embodies righteousness, rejecting empty rituals and the
influence of the devil.

Duration: 28:31

Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:9, Proverbs 22:6, Matthew 6:24, Luke 8:5, Luke 8:11, Galatians 6:7, Ephesians 6:14, 1 Timothy
6:10, James 1:22, 1 John 3:8

Topics: "True Righteousness", "Spiritual Growth"

Description

This sermon by Joshua Daniel emphasizes the importance of not letting the Word of God be taken away
by the devil after hearing it, highlighting the need for true salvation and righteousness in our lives. Joshua
Daniel shares examples of how materialism and superstitions can hinder our spiritual growth, urging
believers to prioritize spreading the good news and standing for righteousness. The message calls for a
genuine commitment to God's Word and a rejection of abominable practices that go against His teachings.

Transcript

Welcome to the Lord's Challenge with Joshua Daniel. The Layman's Evangelical Fellowship International
is a ministry reaching people from all walks of life since 1935. After a life-changing encounter with Jesus
Christ at the age of 16, Joshua Daniel has been declaring the marvelous deliverance from sin which is
freely given to all those who turn to the loving Savior.

From small villages to large cities, in many parts of the globe, through revival meetings, literature, radio,
internet, and television, Joshua Daniel has been tirelessly laboring, trusting God to supply all that is
needed. Wherever this message has gone out, broken relationships have been restored, sickness healed,
ill-gotten money returned, and thieves turn into givers. We now invite you to watch and receive the
invaluable blessing that God has for you.

So very briefly, | will bring you in the eighth chapter of Luke, the sower and the Word of God which he
sowed. And the fifth verse, a sower went out to sow his seed, and as he sowed, some fell by the wayside.
My goodness, how correctly our Lord analyzes the situation.

Think of all the people that sit in Sunday church pews, so many people. On Monday, can you recognize
them for truth and righteousness? Can you recognize them? No. Very often, in most cases, no.
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So what has happened in the meantime, between Sunday and Monday, what has happened? The enemy
came. Eleventh verse, the seed is the Word of God. Those by the wayside are they that hear.

Then cometh the devil and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.
So no salvation is the result. Salvation is not the result.

Now what is the purpose then? To have a religious entertainment? What is the purpose? The word of God
was taken away by the devil, says Jesus, lest the person should cling to the word of God and get
salvation. So, back to square one, right after the service, the fight begins. The arguments begin.

You know, Sunday morning's arguments can be very violent. And Sunday dinner table arguments can
become very dangerous for the well-being of the family. And we call that religion.

Think of that. So, Jesus says, the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts. See, take one
word of scripture, the love of money is the root of all evil.

Alright, the love of money is the root of all evil. The Lord has given to us the commission to take the good
news to every creature. And | find that if Christians, you see, | saw my own parents, they didn't have very
much, but they were moderately well-to-do.

My father had some lands. Well, if he had held on to some of those lands, they would have cost a fortune
now. He did not do so.

He sold them and gave them to the Lord. Instead, he had retreats like this, selling off. | didn't care for that
property.

| only just saw it as a little boy. | did not even know that it belonged to us. | didn't care.

| never regretted it. But my father was doing what Jesus commanded. He said, give the good news to
every creature.

Now, you know, in certain parts of the world, when it comes to a marriage, oh dear, how much money
flows, you know, somehow or some reason or another. In Europe, they told me, we have a custom here
that the father-in-law gives all the furniture. What a bill for a father-in-law to carry.

Father-in-law gives all the furniture and sets up the couple. So they're good for nothing, you know. They
can't buy their own chairs or their own something.

So the father-in-law pitches in with a lot of money. What an unnecessary burden for a poor father-in-law.
In other parts of the world, you want to get your daughter married? Come on, come forward with seven
figures, six figures.

And they call it religion. | asked somebody recently, is it not a habit? You know, we were opening. | went to
preach at a wedding in our church building in Cochin.

Well, that building is almost ready. And | asked somebody, doesn't a part of this dowry money go to the
church? You rob a man, you see, and then you give a little part of it to the church. So the church also must
take part in the robbery.
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Good. My dear friends, | can't understand how people can be so dead in their conscience and call it
religion. So take a word, just simple truth.

The love of money is the root of all evil. What has the devil done with that scripture? Just carried it out.
End of the story.

It's not there in the Bible as far as many people go. It's not there. The love of money guides their whole
outlook.

You see, it's money. Money drives them. Money makes them, the thought of money makes them work so
hard.

Money will take them to any corner of the globe and to the moon also if there are commercial prospects
there. You know, friends, God, the word of God has no impact, has made no impact. What a sad state.

Think of that. So Jesus says the devil comes and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. Now,
when | was preaching in a very religious place, the center of that township, and it was quite a big township,
was a big church there.

Three times the bell would ring for matins, morning prayer, and at noon, and even song, evening prayer.
But the caretaker of the church said to me, 70% of these people go to a sorcerer here. What kind of
religion is that? The church is there, people go in and out, and they also go to the magician or sorcerer.

And what did God say about this? Now you have to remember, friends, it's not enough to know these
things in your own heads, but you must be able to talk when there is a conversation, and rarely is there a
conversation anywhere without some big challenging situation being spoken of, or something to do with a
money fight, or something to do with a divorce, something to do with, you know, some sickness. Alright,
now are you able to talk something? Is the seed there in your heart so that you talk something? Hey, this
is what God says, and the people wouldn't have a clue. They would not know.

Are you able to say, or are you just going to say, | think? There are a million people who say, | think. But
are your thoughts valid? Have your thoughts the same authority as the authority of the Word of God? Of
course not. So, what Joshua Daniel thinks has no weight.

What God says has weight. You see, God sent his people amongst idolaters. Idolaters.

I do not know how this business of superstition is impacting all areas of life. When did this, you know, it
appears that the Chinese, to the Chinese, eight is an auspicious number, and therefore the Olympics, the
next Olympics are going to start on August the 8th, what at 8.08 in the evening. It's all eights, you see.

All eights. Now, to bring, absurd, isn't it? We generally start anything on the hour, but | was amazed, why
is it starting on eight minutes past eight, or something like that? Oh, eight is an auspicious number. So the
poor fellows would have said, you know, | don't know, if there was some way of putting in another eight
into this instead of a zero, and if an hour had 88 minutes, they would have gladly put 88 there.

88, but of course we don't have that number in the hour, but you see how superstition gets in. Himalayan
climbers have a habit of making some donations or giving a gift to some of those spirits, shrines, little
temples, on their way to the summit of Everest. It appears it is a tradition to do so.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 3



See, we want protection as we climb. It is also said that many bodies lie around Mount Everest. Many
dead bodies.

They just didn't make it to the top. Anyway, in spite of all these superstitions, many people die in that
attempt. Here, God says from the ninth verse, 18th chapter of Deuteronomy, ninth verse, When you are
come into the land which the Lord your God giveth you, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of
those nations.

The abominations of those nations. | wonder who brought this devilish festival into America. When | was
preaching many years ago, when | began preaching in Europe, | found so many occult practices in
Europe, which | had never heard of in Eastern lands.

And then when | came to the United States and began to preach, | heard of other occult practices by
which some incantations could be said or made, bringing some healing also prevalent amongst certain
communities where | began to preach. Look at this. These superstitions, you know, they are continuing
and escalating.

And what are we doing? He was manifested to destroy the works of the devil. Let me tell you, on the other
side of the picture, some of our people who have met the Lord, you know, in travel, you're going by train or
by bus, they encounter people who are on their pilgrimage, who are on their way to some pilgrim place.
Well, in future you may have to give a ribbon or two as a birthday gift to certain men who have such
flowing locks these days.

They have got to put it up in a nice bun, which will make any woman envious, you know. And some of
these people, as a religious practice, they give those long locks, which they grow, to their gods. But on
their pilgrimage, they come across one of our people, converted people, who tell them, Hey, what are you
doing? I'm going on pilgrimage to worship this particular god.

And then when they tell them of what Jesus Christ did, actually | call one of those preachers, one of our
preachers, Bearded Samson, that's how | call him, Bearded Samson. Because he had grown a long beard
and was going to offer the dirty hair of that beard to his god. When he met somebody who told him about
the Lord Jesus, so off went his beard and all.

And he cleaned up, inside and outside, and became not only a converted person, but a preacher. So, he
has a permanent name by which | identify him, Bearded Samson. Of course, the beard is not there now.

So, friends, so when | hear of people who were on their way to a heathen temple, when they heard
somebody on the bus or on the train speak of the Lord, and were converted, how happy | am. I'm just
thrilled. But you know, when people know these things and just keep silent, what good does it do to
anybody? No good.

So, here, when you go into the land which | will give you, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations
of those nations. There shall not be found among you anyone that maketh his son or his daughter to pass
through the fire, or that use a divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch. Folks, you
can imagine my surprise when one day | had just arrived to preach at a convention on the west coast of
India, southern west coast.

And | saw a calendar on the wall. And the calendar signified propitious times. Good days and bad days
and bad times and good times.
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| said, boy, | am living in a house where these heathen customs are observed. And | preached about it in
the big convention. And it was like throwing a spanner into the works because it was widespread in that
place.

And that is called religion, let us pray. Holy Father, we do not want to do things which are an abomination
in your sight. What is this talk of religion without righteousness? Of course, | cannot think of putting down a
false figure to save a little money, but to see whole offices involved in this kind of corrupt activity.

How sad, Lord, how sad. As we are standing against this in public and against the big people. Lord, we
beg you and ask you, don't allow the seed to be carried away by the devil from the hearts of these dear
people.

They have got to proclaim your word. They have got to stand for righteousness where it counts. Their
religion cannot be just hot air, empty gestures.

Oh, my Father, bring righteousness. Even into America, bring righteousness. Hear our humble prayer.

In Jesus' holy name, Amen. We invite every lay person to become God's ally in changing his or her corner
of the world. Please write, and if you have a problem or concern you would like to share, please do let us
know.

You can email us at post at lefi.org or visit our website at www.lefi.org. Our mailing address is LEFI P.O.
Box 14, South Line, Michigan, 48178. You can also call us at 248-486-6326. Until we meet again next
week, may God bless you.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/jZde_ SXXMvw.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/joshua-daniel/a-religion-without-righteousness/
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