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December 2. The King of the Jews
by J.R. Miller

Transcript

"Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS."
Matthew 27:37

There was no other crime charged. He had done nothing amiss. Pilate had satisfied himself of that. He
had examined Him, and could find no fault in Him &€” hence he would not write any charge on His cross
but this, that He was the King of the Jews. The rulers objected to this, and wanted him to write that "he
said" He was "King of the Jews;" but Pilate would not change a word, and there it stood above His head
during all the agony and all the darkness "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews."

And so He was. The tablet told the truth, though erected to mock the people. He was the Messiah who
had been promised all through the centuries. He was the King of whom David was but the type. He was
the Christ who had been foretold by prophets, and waited for age after age by the nation. At last He came.
Angels sang at His birth. His life had been one of great blessing and power. He had wrought miracles of
mercy all over the land. He had taught, speaking as never any man spoke. He had fulfilled all the
Messianic conditions. Yet His enemies had rejected Him; and at last they led Him out to Calvary and
nailed Him on the cross! Still He was their King &€” their King rejected, their King crucified. His throne was
His cross! His crown was the circlet of thorns that the soldiers had twisted and wound around His head!

It does not seem to us a kingly hour in our Lord\
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