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January 22. Blessed Night-Watch

by J.R. Miller

Transcript

"And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to them!" Luke 2:8-9

We should notice that it was while these shepherds were at their common, humble work &€” that they had
this wonderful vision. The best place to have the angels come to us &€” is always at our post of duty, no
matter how lowly it is. They never show themselves to one who is ashamed of his calling, or too indolent to
be faithful at his proper work.

It did not seem a very pleasant way to live &€” to be poor, and to have to stay out all night in the field, and
keep awake and watch the sheep. No doubt the people who lived in the great houses thought the poor
shepherds had a hard time of it, and perhaps they even despised them for their lowly work and their
poverty. It may be that the shepherds themselves sometimes envied the people who had fine houses and
lived in luxury, and never needed to work hard or to stay up nights. At least, a good many people, in these
modern days, who have to work hard are disposed to be envious of the rich.

But it is quite certain that these shepherds were never sorry after that night &€ that they were poor
shepherds, and that they were at their post at that time. If they had thought themselves too good or too
fine to do such work, and had given up their position for something more elegant or more respectable,
they would have missed the angelic visit that night, and would have lost the honor of being the first to hear
the announcement of the Savior\

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jr-miller/january-22-blessed-night-watch/
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