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j.r. Miller Quotes
by J.R. Miller

The sermon emphasizes the importance of love, selflessness, and cheerfulness in making a home happy and in
being a blessing to others.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:4
Topics: "The Role of Mothers", "Love and Selflessness"

Description

J.R. Miller emphasizes the transformative power of love and selflessness in creating a joyful home,
arguing that perfect love leads to self-forgetfulness and unselfishness, while selfishness can destroy
happiness. He highlights the noble role of mothers in nurturing and training their children, urging them to
recognize the eternal significance of their work. Miller also speaks to the importance of spreading cheer
and joy to others, asserting that true happiness comes from doing good and being a blessing to those
around us. He encourages individuals to cultivate a cheerful spirit, as it positively influences others and
reflects the joy found in Christ. Ultimately, Miller calls for a life filled with love, prayer, and the pursuit of
beauty and nobility in character.

Transcript

"Love is always ready to deny itself, to give, sacrifice, just in the measure of its sincerity and intensity.
Perfect love is perfect self-forgetfulness. Hence where there is love in a home, unselfishness is the law.
Each forgets self and lives for others. But where there is selfishness it mars joy. One selfish soul will
destroy the sweetness of life in any home. It is like an ugly bush in the midst of a garden of flowers. It was
selfishness that destroyed the first home and blighted all the loveliness of Paradise; and it has been
blighting lovely things in earth's home ever since. We need to guard against this spirit."

"The woman who makes a sweet, beautiful home, filling it with love and prayer and purity, is doing
something better than anything else her hands could find to do beneath the skies."

"Christ is building His kingdom with earth's broken things. Men want only the strong, the successful, the
victorious, the unbroken, in building their kingdoms; but God is the God of the unsuccessful, of those who
have failed. Heaven is filling with earth's broken lives, and there is no bruised reed that Christ cannot take
and restore to glorious blessedness and beauty. He can take the life crushed by pain or sorrow and make
it into a harp whose music shall be all praise. He can lift earth's saddest failure up to heaven's glory."
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"Oh that God would give every mother a vision of the glory and splendor of the work that is given to her
when a babe is place in her bosom to be nursed and trained! Could she have but one glimpse in to the
future of that life as it reaches on into eternity; could she look into its soul to see its possibilities; could she
be made to understand her own personal responsibility for the training of this child, for the development of
its life, and for its destiny,--she would see that in all God's world there is no other work so noble and so
worthy of her best powers, and she would commit to no others hands the sacred and holy trust given to
her."

"Everyone carries an atmosphere about him. It may be healthful and invigorating, or it may be
unwholesome and depressing. It may make a little spot of the world a sweeter, better, safer place to live
in; or it may make it harder for those to live worthily and beautifully who dwell within its circle."

"We speak much of the duty of making others happy. No day should pass, we say, on which we do not put
a little cheer into some discouraged heart, make the path a little smoother for someone's tired feet, or help
some fainting robin unto its nest again. This is right. We cannot put too great emphasis upon the duty of
giving happiness and cheer to others. But it is no less a duty that we should be happy and cheerful
ourselves."

"Nothing else in all life is such a maker of joy and cheer as the privilege of doing good."

"But can one be a blessing merely by being cheerful? Yes; moral beauty of any kind exerts a silent
influence for good. It is like a sweet flower by the wayside, which has a benediction for everyone who
passes by. A legend tells how one day in Galilee the useful corn spurned the lilies because they fed no
one's hunger. "One cannot earn a living just by being sweet," said the proud cereal. The lilies said nothing
in reply, only seemed the sweeter, then the Master came that way; and while his disciples rested at his
feet, and the rustling corn invited them to eat, he said, "Children, the life is more than meat. Consider the
lilies, how beautiful they grow." It certainly seemed worth while then just to be sweet, for it pleased the
Master."

"We have a mission to others--to add to their cheer. This we cannot do unless we have first learned the
lesson of cheerfulness ourselves."

"The all-victorious Christ is like a great rock in a weary land, to whose shelter we may flee in every time of
sorrow or trial, finding quiet refuge and peace in him."

"A woman whose heart is not touched by the sickness of sorrow and whose hands do not go out in relief
where it is in her power to help, lacks one of the elements which make the glory of womanhood."

"It is impossible to estimate full influence of the reading of the Word in a home day after day and year after
year. It filters into the hearts of the young. It is absorbed into their souls. It colors all their thoughts. It is
wrought into the very fiber of their minds. It imbues them with its own spirit. It's holy teachings become the
principles of their lives, which rule their conduct and shape all their actions."

"It is supposed by some that religion makes people solemn, takes the sunshine out of their life, the joy out
of their heart, the song out of their mouth. But the reverse of this is the truth. No other one in the world has
such secrets of joy as has the Christian. Christ teaches his followers to rejoice. He bids them rejoice even
in sorrow and trial."
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"No book is really worth reading, which does not either impart valuable knowledge; or set before us some
ideal of beauty, strength, or nobility of character. There are enough great books to occupy us during all our
short and busy years. If we are wise, we will resolutely avoid all but the richest and the best.”

"God...made childhood joyous, full of life, bubbling over with laughter, playful, bright and sunny. We should
put into their childhood days just as much sunshine and gladness, just as much cheerful pleasure as
possible. Pour in the sunshine about them in youth. Let them be happy, encourage all innocent joy,
provide pleasant games for them, romp and play with them; be a child again among them. Then God's
blessing will come upon your home, and your children will grow up sunny-hearted, gentle, affectionate,
joyous themselves and joy-bearers to the world."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jr-miller/jr-miller-quotes/
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