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July 21. One Thing Needful

by J.R. Miller

Transcript

"Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life." John 6:27

We would call a man very foolish who, in building a great and costly house, would look only after the
outside, spending large amounts of money in exterior decoration &€” while he left the interior in a rough,
unfinished state &€" the walls unplastered, the rooms filled with rubbish and without furniture or
decorations of any kind. No one can get comfort from a beautiful exterior of his home and from fine
grounds &€” if within all is bare and crude. The wise man will think more of the inside a€” than of the
outside of the house in which he is to live. He will provide beauty, warmth, and comfort &€” and thus make
a true home for himself, in which he may dwell in peace and in real enjoyment.

Still more foolish, is the man who thinks only of the needs of his physical nature, and gives no thought to
the needs of his immortal soul. He is looking only after the outside, and neglecting the true inner life. He is
providing for his body &€” which will soon perish; and giving no care to his soul &€” which will endure
forever. He is planning only for the present &€” and neglecting his eternal interests.

How pitiable is such a life, deliberately turning away from all the best, holiest, most beautiful, and most
enduring things &€” and seeking only the poor, miserable, worthless trifles &€” which are only burdens and
impediments, not enriching him who has them!

Our Lord\
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