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Desperation, Resignation - Part 1
by Keith Daniel

The sermon examines the struggles of the prophet Jeremiah as he navigates his calling amidst a disobedient

nation, highlighting themes of despair and hope in God's sovereignty.

Duration: 9:27

Scripture: Jeremiah 18:7

Topics: "God's Sovereignty", "Repentance"

Description

This sermon delves into the story of Jeremiah visiting the potter's house, where he witnesses the potter
remaking a marred vessel, symbolizing God's ability to reshape and work on His people. It emphasizes
God's sovereignty over nations, His willingness to relent from judgment upon repentance, and His call for
individuals to turn from evil ways. The sermon also explores Jeremiah's journey from his initial call to
preach to his later struggles and prayers as a disillusioned prophet in a resistant nation.

Transcript

Jeremiah 18 verse 1. The word, the word which came to Jeremiah, the word which came to Jeremiah from
the Lord saying, Arise and go down to the potter's house and there I will cause thee, I will cause thee to
hear my words. Then I went down to the potter's house and behold, he wrought a work on the wheels, he
wrought a work on the wheels, and the vessel that he made of clay was marred. The vessel that he made
of clay was marred, was ruined, was ruined in the hand of the potter.

The vessel that he made of clay was ruined in the hand of the potter. So he made it again, he made it
again, another vessel, another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter, saith the Lord? Behold, as the
clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.

At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to pluck up and to pull down
and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I have pronounced turn from their evil, I will repent, I will
repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation and
concerning a kingdom to build and to plant it, if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will
repent of the good wherewith I said I would benefit them. Now therefore, go to, speak to the men of Judah
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord.
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Behold, I frame evil against you, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you. Return ye now
every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good. And they said, and they said,
Well, what does a nation, what does a nation say in their hearts to God when God sends a creature like
Jeremiah with such a message? And they said, this is the heart of a nation, responding to the message of
a man sent from God.

And they said, There is no hope, there is no hope, but we will walk after our own devices, and we will
every one do the imagination of his evil heart. We will every one do the imagination of his evil heart. Verse
18, Then said they, Come and let us devise devices against Jeremiah.

For the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet.
Come and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words. I would like for us
tonight to look very carefully, I would like for us tonight to look very carefully and caringly, and caringly at
the life and ministry of a disillusioned preacher.

I would like for us tonight to look very carefully and caringly at the life and ministry of a disillusioned
preacher in a decadent, doomed nation, in a decadent, doomed nation. And perhaps it would be good for
us, perhaps it would be good for us to all look back to the beginning. Jeremiah looked back to when God
had first called him to preach.

Jeremiah looked back to when God had first called him to preach, and he wrote in chapter 1 verse 4, Then
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee, and before thou
camest forth out of the womb, I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said
I, Ah, Lord God, behold, I cannot, I cannot speak, for I am a child of the Lord. But the Lord said unto me,
Say not, I am a child, but thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee.

And whatsoever I command thee, thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces, for I am with thee to
deliver thee, saith the Lord. Then the Lord put forth his hand, then the Lord put forth his hand and touched
my mouth.

And the Lord said unto me, Behold, behold, I have put my words, I have put my words in thy mouth. I have
put my words in thy mouth. Years later, years later, deep into his ministry, deep into his ministry, in
chapter 15, verse 15, a disillusioned, bitter, confused, and spiritually wounded preacher stands before the
God who sent him and prays, and prays, O Lord, thou knowest, thou knowest, thou knowest.

Remember me, remember me, and visit me, visit me, visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors.
Revenge me of my persecutors. Take me not away in thy longsuffering.

Know that for thou's sake I have suffered with you. Thy words were found, thy words were found, and I did
eat them, I did eat them, and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart. For I am called by
thy name, O Lord God of hosts.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/hyaIbd62W94.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/keith-daniel/desperation-resignation-part-1/
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