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Edward Jeffreys (1899-1974)
by Keith Malcomson

The sermon explores the life and ministry of Edward Jeffreys, highlighting his evangelistic impact and the

challenges he faced in his spiritual journey.

Scripture: Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 2:4, Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 4:7, James 5:14

Topics: "Evangelism", "Church Planting"

Description

Keith Malcomson preaches about the life and ministry of Edward Jeffreys, who was born into a family of
powerful evangelists and experienced the Holy Ghost at a young age. Edward's early years were marked
by witnessing his father's impactful ministry, leading him to eventually embark on his own journey of
evangelism and church planting. Despite facing challenges and controversies within the Pentecostal
movement, Edward's evangelistic efforts led to thousands being saved and healed, culminating in a
significant revival in Liverpool. His later years saw a transition to the Anglican ministry, where his strong
and forceful preaching style continued to impact communities and build thriving churches.

Transcript

Edward Jeffreys was born in 1899 in the Welsh mining valleys the only son of the 'Beloved Evangelist'
Stephen Jeffreys. At a young age while on a visit to Crosshands, Edward was filled with the Holy Ghost
and spoke in tongues. It was through his experience that his father and uncle, Stephen and George finally
came to acknowledge this scriptural sign of baptism and they also received. He was baptised in water at
the same time as his father and uncle. God's hand would rest upon this family mightily. His early years
were spent watching his father's powerful ministry raise up a church in Llanlli and move the whole
community. As he grew he would travel with his father often leading the singing, seeing multitudes
converted and sick bodies healed in the great revival campaigns of the 20Â's. All this was a moulding
influence in preparing him for God's call. By 1928 Edward was married and was in charge of a church at
Southend-on-Sea in Essex England.

He had encouraged his father to open a door of opportunity for a friend of his to enter the ministry. And so
Stephen while pioneering a work in Bristol (City of George Muller) had informed the people that Edward's
friend Mr. Heard would Pastor the work. When Edward first arrived at the meetings with his friend they
could hardly get into the 3000 seater, it was packed to overflowing. Over the previous twenty days over
1500 and stood in response to the gospel call. The presence of God was strong, sick bodies were being
healed. The young man was awed and overcome, he turned to Edward and said "Brother I can't take this
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work on; it's far too big." When he informed his father, he said "Well , Eddie you must come here for three
weeks until I can find a suitable man." As he arrived to start his own ministry that first night it was in great
weakness, his knees literally trembled. His text was 'When they came to a place called Calvary, there they
crucified Him.' To his great amazement 250 stood in response to receive Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
Soon they had purchased their own building called the 'Bethel Temple'. The congregation on a Sunday
morning was at 500 and much more in the evening. These were days of heaven on earth for him, God was
preparing him for a similar ministry as that of his father and uncle. In 1929 he used Bristol as a base to
start going forth to hold missions and plant churches in other places either in a tent or some building.

He spent 26 weeks of 1930 holding evangelistic healing campaigns across the country, tens of thousands
came to meetings, the lost were saved and the sick healed. By this time the Bethel Evangelistic Society
was made up of some 60 churches, mostly raised up out of the campaigns. Sadly by 1932 cracks began
to show. First, there was unease about his 'leadership style, doctrine and perceived lack of financial
accountability,' this led to the total advisory board of Bethel resigning and 12 of the churches leaving the
association. Then in 1933 by way of preaching and writing Edward took a strong stand against believing in
a separate experience of the baptism in the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in tongues. He felt
some were living in carnality though speaking in tongues. He taught instead a Spirit lived life lived in
godliness. All this distanced his work from the Pentecostal movement; as a result many others left Bethel
for Elim or AoG.

Even so it was in 1934 that Edward reached the height of his evangelistic labours in Liverpool. In May he
set up a tent in the Bootle area, they sought no help locally, had little financial help, they distributed a few
leaflets and put a couple of small ads in papers. Suddenly the heavens opened and the Spirit of God
moved. In each of the first three evenings blind eyes were opened. After two weeks 4000 people were
gathering and every manner of disease, illness and injury was healed by the Masters hand. The numbers
rose to 6000 then 8000. At one meeting over 700 responded to the Gospel, very often hundreds
responded and on one particular day 3000 responded, with 10,000 in attendance. This tent was described
as the biggest in the country. After 13 weeks there was still about 7000 people gathering every night. After
17 weeks 3-6000 were gathering every night. Churches were planted to carry on the work. In 1939
George, his uncle, formed The Bible Pattern Church Fellowship, he persuaded his brothers Stephen and
William to join him and finally Edward. For a few short years these greatly used family members laboured
together. After the War Edward sold his church building in Southport to Elim, printed his father's testimony
and parted company with George.

With the Pentecostal Movement and years of Evangelistic Campaigning behind him he decided to join the
Anglican ministry. In 1948 he was appointed minister of a church in North East London, this was not a
success as his strong forceful ministry cut across much Anglican tradition. Then in 53 he was appointed
minister at another church a few miles away which was spiritually and physically in bad shape. His ministry
as an Evangelist came into play once more and when he retired 12 years later he left a thriving church and
work. In 1965 he moved to Bournemouth and died there in 1974.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/keith-malcomson/edward-jeffreys-1899-1974/
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