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Baptism of the Holy Spirit

by K.P. Yohannan

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a second experience after regeneration, where the Holy Spirit gives us the
power to function and be a witness for Christ.

Duration: 25:32
Scripture: Daniel 1:8, Matthew 26:56, Acts 1.7, Acts 2:1-4, Acts 2:42-45
Topics: "Holy Spirit"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares his experience of open-air preaching in India and the impact it had on
him. He emphasizes the importance of being transformed by the Holy Spirit and highlights the significance
of certain truths that are essential for proper functioning in life. The speaker addresses various struggles
people may face, such as unforgiveness, guilt, and haunting sins, and emphasizes the need for God's
help in overcoming them. He also discusses the ongoing power of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer
and the role of being a witness in a world that is considered the enemy's territory.

Transcript

So what is the Bible study theme of this day based on our lectionary? Baptism of the Holy Spirit. So this
Pentecost and the celebration of the great event, the day of Pentecost. So the biblical passages we heard
all speaks of the Holy Spirit.

Now let's turn our Bibles to the book of Acts. If we look at a couple of verses, and we are in chapter 1,
verse 7. He said to them, it is not for you to know the time or dates or the father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.

And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and the ends of the earth. Here
in these words of our Lord, there is a tremendous promise and privilege. | mean look at our surrounding,
these lights are all lit up and they shine on us.

What if the electricity is not here? Well this place will be fairly dark and of course you will be sweating, |
imagine. The air conditioning will not work and | will have to revert back to my old days of open air
preaching. And usually | remember this in the days of my life in North India, Tajistan or Bihar and other
places.
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On the street corners when we did open air preaching, you know, we sing. | did too, but | didn't have the
courage to be part of your team. And then we have 300-400 people sometimes.

And of course the volume had to be very high. And lots of these people come. But after half hour or one
hour, Of course God has given us two legs.

You know, we can walk, which we all do. But what if you get on a bicycle? It goes faster, isn't it? Right?
But if you get on a motorbike and it goes even faster than a car and all that. There are added dimensions
to make the normal to become supernatural.

Natural, supernatural, normal to something much greater than being normal. The electricity and the gas
and the heat make things work. Why am | saying this to you? Jesus said these simple words, Without me
you can do nothing.

Now that is not all true though. We can do a lot of things. But what we will want to understand, Without the
life of God, the aid of God and the help of God, A lot of things we do will continue to become a burden.

And there is no electricity, there is no external force, no energy involved with it. The need for the help of
the Holy Spirit, The baptism of the Holy Spirit, The filling of the Holy Spirit, Which is our birthright. But a lot
of people live being ignorant of it.

It is like, say, you have a bank account. | imagine he may have one. And if he got 10 lakh rupees in the
bank account, And every Sunday you come here, An offering has to be given, And you are looking at your
friend, If he can borrow 5 rupees or 10 rupees, 100 rupees.

Well, I am telling this to you because frequently I am borrowing money from people. | make sure | give it
back also. What is the use of having all the money sitting in the bank, If you have no access to that? You
don't take it, you don't use it.

So let's be convinced of this. The Lord Jesus Christ said, It is good for me that | am going back to the
Father, And | will have a helper. The third person in the Holy Trinity, The Holy Spirit, He is a person.

He is not power. He is not some illusion. He will come.

And when he comes, He will guide you. And here, We celebrate and remember this amazing Pentecost
Day. What happened is described here in the Bible.

We heard about it. But accessing this, Now you go to the bank, And you have all the machines to get your
money, But you have to punch in your card and get your money. It is up to you.

It is up to everyone, To recognize that you are living a Christian life, And you are living a life, You can live
in your own flesh, In your own strength. But what God wants, And insists, That you live your life, By the
power of the Holy Spirit. And | am struggling to make it simple.

Because | think there is a lot of misinformation, That is being fed. You know, Studying the doctrine of the
Holy Spirit, The pneumatology, And all these terms, And this and that, All those things. We make things
really complicated.

But it is quite simple, That is, When | got in my car this morning, To come here, | sat there just for a
second, And | said these words, Lord, | am going to worship you, And acknowledge you, Please, You be
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the one that guides me. While | am steering the car, | am driving, | am saying, Yes, it is me doing it, But |
acknowledge, Without your grace, Without your sustaining me, Without your life in me, And your grace, |
couldn't do it. Every second you breathe, You are breathing, right? Yes, you are good.

You are alive. And think about it. Every second that we live, It is God's incredible grace, That we have this
gift of oxygen.

And most of the Christians, Or followers of Christ, They live, Struggling, Striving, And fighting, To live their
life. For example, You are not mad at me, are you? Okay. Come up here then.

There, he smiles. Looks like he is not mad at me. Suppose, This is imagination, Suppose you did
something horrible to me, And you are very mean, | know you cannot be very mean, But you really,
Became one of my worst enemies in the world, But don't do that, please.

And | learn about how bad and how mean you are, And now here | run into you. So, Two things happens,
One, in my head, | say, Well, | am the Metropolitan, And a lot of people are watching me, | better treat him
nicely, Because they all also know, You are a really bad, bad, Very bad man. And they all know how bad
you have been to me.

But then they are watching to see, How | am going to react to you. So | have two things now going on.
One, in my head, | am very concerned about all these people, What they think about me.

More so | am concerned about, What you think about me. So, why? Because you know | am the
Metropolitan. Metropolitan means you should be a better person, right? At least, supposed to be.

Yes, yes. So, | go back to my brain, And my learning, And all the experiences, And then | will say, How are
you doing? So nice to see you. God bless you.

How is your family? Oh, are you married? No, no. Okay, okay. And, And then they see | lay my hand on
you, And pray for you, And bless you and all that.

And they think, Oh my goodness, That Metropolitan is a really nice spiritual man. Sit down. But then, |
have a second thing going on in my head.

The first thing | did, It was calculated, It was thought through, It was self-centered, It was my own doing,
For my own benefit and praise, And for everybody to think | am okay. And plus, | am very proud that this
terrible man, Who did so much bad to me, Now | see him, But, You know, How good person | am. You
know, My own righteousness.

But the other thing is, | say quietly in my heart, Which is part of what we call the sacramental life. It's a
different life. And | say, Lord, In your working in this world, Without time and space, This one incident that
happened in my life journey, With this individual, | do not know what all | did, But | know enough of how
horrible he has been to me.

But, | know for sure, That you are in control, And you created this environment, And you have a good
purpose. And | pray, Give me your grace, Your strength, To respond to him correctly. It is a tiny flash of a
second prayer.

Lord, Have mercy on me. And all of a sudden, | am doing everything | did that you saw before, But, The
reason why | did it, Is not because of me, Because of some other power, And reason, And motivation. You
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see, That is the difference.

So, When you talk about the Holy Spirit baptism, Which is, One of those non-negotiable, Thing in Christian
life. As a matter of fact, Book of Acts, We proclaim always, As the Believers Eastern Church, Our guiding
principle, Our blueprint. When you read the Book of Acts, You are not reading it just for, Seeing stories,
And this and that, Or theology, But rather, This is your life.

And so you'll find, Ordinary men like Peter, Who would be scared to death, Running away, Except Mary
and John, All were running away, From the foot of the cross, When the persecution, They were hiding.
And you saw how, Jesus had to go after these people. But, When, In chapter 2, As you read and heard,
When the Holy Spirit came upon them, You'll find them, Completely transformed.

Now may |, Say a statement to you, Would be significant, But you need to listen. In my years of, Serving
God, Trying to help people, There are some truths, | learned, That are extremely, Significant, Without
which, You really cannot function, Properly. And one of those things is this, Whatever problems, You may
be dealing with, It could be, Some horrible experience, You had in your past, That you just cannot forgive,
Or forget it.

Or some guilt, That is just drowning you, Continually into despair, And hopelessness. It could be, Some
horrible sins, That you have committed, That you just won't forget it. You won't even think about it.

But still it haunts you. Whatever it may be, | can tell you something, The, The real solution, And the only
solution, That | found, In my experience of dealing with people, And this journey, Is somewhere, somehow,
someway, You come to the place, Of, What our theme today declares, The baptism of the Holy Spirit. That
is how, Peter and John, And all these lives were changed.

And this is what happened, In Paul's life, How he was changed. So if there is one medicine, For all ills, It
is, Allowing the Holy Spirit, To have control, Of your life. Now the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Is
misunderstood in thousand different ways.

| didn't want to get into all that today, Because | tried to, | want to make it practical. We are, When we
come to Christ, Are born again, as the Bible says, The regeneration happens, The beginning of the,
Changed life happens, When we acknowledge Jesus Christ, He is Lord, He died on the cross, He was
buried, He rose again, And | surrender my life to Him. And then the Holy Spirit comes in, And regenerate.

And new life begins. That's what happened. With the, Experience of, Committing one's life to Christ.

But then, There is an ongoing, a second, Experience. That is, the Holy Spirit not only, Now give us
regeneration, The new life, but also, Now, The ability to function. An ongoing, Power.

When He comes, He'll give you power, So you can be my witness. Try to link that in your mind. You be my
witness, And power.

How does that work? We are living in, What we call the enemy's territory. Satan controls the whole world.
How do you represent Christ? Like, A student who's studying in school.

I mean, | was talking to a student the other day, And, you know, He was telling me about the exam hall.
Everybody writing, He's a college student. And he said, It's funny, all around the, Him, Students opening
their books and writing their notes.
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| said, that don't happen. Oh, he said, The teachers are from their own college. And they see, You're
copying it, and they just look and walk.

So, | said to him, So you must be doing the same thing. He said, no, no, | don't. And he said, All those
people must think, I'm mentally crazy, Or something.

Because | didn't take my books inside, | just had my paper to write my notes. Then | told him an
experience | had. When | was studying in the 10th grade, You know, | was terribly a poor student, In some
subjects.

Especially math. If you ask me 2 plus 2, | will tell you 7. That's the kind of, Math | had to live with. | was
horrified.

But, The final examination came, And | never forget this, It was in a school, 14 kilometers from here. | was
writing my exam, And there was one question, And | knew the answer. But | was not sure.

So, when you are not sure, You ask someone, right? | didn't ask. I, And | said, Well, that's my answer.
Sure.

So then | was convinced that, My answer, Was the correct answer. Because the guy | was looking at, Is
the smartest one in the school. But you know what happened? It took me just a second.

| didn't have to pray long prayers. In my heart, The Holy Spirit said, But that answer you wrote, You had to
cross it out. | was relating the story to him.

So although the answer was right, Because | did that, | crossed out. | thought, well, if | fail, | fail. What can
I do? Well, the reason | did that, | was young, | admit, But, | normally in my energy, Couldn't do things like
this.

It's a rational thing. Anybody does that, so let's do it. So, you know, you have 10 million people do the
same thing, so let's do this.

No. Like you have Daniel and his friends in Babylon, The whole country, Is moving on one direction. And
he and his friends, On a different direction.

And they get punished for that. Yet, How they could do that, It was never in their own strength. It was
God's, Giving them the help.

So here is application. | have written a book about Baptism of the Holy Spirit, And | think there is a chapter
in one of the book. Here is what | wanted to know.

Wherever, whenever, All the time, You need help. And we always need help. Holy Spirit is a person, Who,
Invisible, Is living in you.

Plus, Holy Spirit is a person, he said, He will always be with you. He is a paraclete. He is always with you.
You don't see him. And, He is before you. And he is behind you.

He is on your both side. And he is above you. You have no clue, How awesome it is, That we belong to
the Lord Jesus Christ, That we have been given the Holy Spirit, In the place of Christ, Who is not now
physically with us.
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But the Holy Spirit is, Representing him, his life, And leading us. So, The Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Is
intensely, A practical reality. And, As you acknowledge, The Lord, And continue to, Ask, Him to, Be
involved in the small things, Or big things, He will guide you.

The word of God, Is the main source, The Holy Spirit uses, To open our eyes, And understanding of his
ways. And, The Holy Spirit that came upon, The people on the day of Pentecost, Now he came not to
leave, Until the final day, When all the believers, Are moved from the earth. And he is here to stay.

And he is with us. And he is with us, So that, We will learn more and more, And more about, The man
Jesus, How he walked on earth, And he lived. And we will not become like him, Overnight, don't get
illusion, no.

It says in 2 Corinthians 3, Verse 18, He, the Holy Spirit, Helped us to see, Jesus in the word of God. And
then he works, Within us, Changing us, To become like Jesus. And so he is a creator, Continually,
Changing and shaping us.

And you need to be aware of that. And | pray that you will, Read the book of Acts, And see the, Incidents,
so many places, Where the new believers, Were admonished, And encouraged, To understand, The work
of the Holy Spirit.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/28/SID28401.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/kp-yohannan/baptism-of-the-holy-spirit/
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