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Beyond Our Little World
by K.P. Yohannan

When facing discouragement and feeling overwhelmed, look beyond our little world and see the big picture of

God's kingdom, receiving strength and encouragement from Jesus.

Scripture: Psalm 34:18, Isaiah 40:31, Matthew 28:19-20, John 16:33, Romans 8:28, 1 Corinthians 15:58, 2 Corinthians
4:17-18, Ephesians 6:12, Philippians 4:13, Hebrews 12:1-2

Topics: "Perseverance", "Spiritual Warfare"

Description

K.P. Yohannan shares his personal experience of discouragement while preparing for broadcasts,
emphasizing the importance of looking beyond our immediate struggles to see the larger spiritual battle at
play. He encourages believers to focus on the impact of their actions on a global scale, reminding them
that their efforts in serving God can lead to the salvation of many. By turning to God's Word and seeking
His strength, we can overcome feelings of discouragement and recognize the significance of our
contributions to the Kingdom. Yohannan highlights the necessity of maintaining a broader perspective, as
exemplified by Gospel for Asia's leader in Nepal, who remains committed to serving despite harsh
conditions. Ultimately, he calls on believers to rise above their challenges and keep their eyes fixed on
Jesus, who empowers them to fulfill their purpose.

Transcript

While overseas recently, I experienced discouragement. When taping my broadcasts, I sometimes start at
3:30 A.M. One morning when the alarm went off, I didn't want to get up. I began to complain, "Why me?
This is not fair. I went to bed late, and now after only two hours of sleep I must get up." Then I sat up and
spoke out loud. "I am in a battle. What I do today will touch the lives of millions. Lord, you promised that
those who wait on you will renew their strength. Lord, I wait on you, and I know my strength will be
renewed."

Ten to 15 minutes went by with me praying and saying God's Word out loud. By the time I was ready to
get back to the studio, I was a brand-new person with excitement, peace and His strength. What made the
difference? I took my eyes off my own struggle and saw the big picture. I saw in my mind the battle that
rages all around the world with this generation being enticed by the powers of darkness, bound by Satan's
chains and moving hopelessly toward eternity. I saw a picture of a mighty army filled with the Holy Spirit
moving all over the world preaching the Gospel and calling millions to repentance, and I saw those millions
responding and giving their lives to Jesus.
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When the enemy attacks us as we are serving the Lord, we must remember that there is more going on
than what we see around us. We must interpret our little pond, our little world, in light of the much bigger
world. I will never forget what Narayan Sharma, Gospel for Asia's leader in Nepal, said: "Sometimes it's so
unbearably hot. Sometimes it's so cold that you don't want to move; but by any means, it is good to serve
the Lord." This man lives with the reality of the big picture.

In your life you will face days in which you won't want to pray. Your emotions will be dry. This is the time
when you need to stand up by faith and say, "I hang on to God's Word and will not drown in my own small
pond." Perhaps you will be tempted to stop supporting your native missionary. But look at the big picture!
That one native missionary you pray for and support will touch many villages, and hundreds of thousands
will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ. Someday you will stand with that multitude rejoicing around the
throne.

Are you discouraged? Do you want to give up? Are you having a difficult time looking beyond your own
little world? If so, stick close to Jesus. Look into His eyes and receive His strength. Don't let the devil keep
you intimidated, discouraged and focused only on your own little world. God's kingdom is bigger! Let us
rise up and shake off the deception of the enemy. Like Paul, let us never lose sight of the big picture, and
let us gladly give our lives so that others may come to know Jesus. One look at yourself and 10 looks at
Jesus will keep you going.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/kp-yohannan/beyond-our-little-world/
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