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In the United States
by K.P. Yohannan

The sermon highlights the struggles of national missionaries and their families in affording basic necessities,

and the need for effective Gospel presentation to reach the unreached people of Asia.

Scripture: Matthew 25:35

Topics: "Missionary Work", "Compassion for the Poor"

Description

K.P. Yohannan shares his experiences of traveling in the United States and the stark contrast of living
conditions faced by national missionaries in Asia, who often go without food due to financial constraints.
He reflects on the suffering of these missionaries and their families, particularly in unreached fishing
villages in Tamil Nadu, where poverty and illiteracy hinder the spread of the Gospel. Yohannan recounts
the dedication of Brother Moses Paulose, who sacrificed his own comfort to raise funds for a projector to
share the Gospel effectively. This sermon emphasizes the importance of empathy and action towards
those in need, urging listeners to consider the plight of the less fortunate.

Transcript

Even today I sometimes cannot freely order food when traveling in the United States. I look at the costs
and realize how far the same amount of money will go in India, Myanmar (formerly Burma) or the
Philippines. Suddenly I am not quite as hungry as I was before.

Many national missionaries and their families experience days without food--not because they are fasting
voluntarily but because they have no money to buy rice. This occurs especially when they start new work
in villages where there are no Christians.

Remembering the heartbreaking suffering of the national brethren, I sometimes refused to eat the
desserts so often served to me. I am sure this made no difference in supplying food to hungry families, but
I couldn't bear to take pleasure in eating while Christian workers in Asia were going hungry. The need
became real to me through the ministry of Brother Moses Paulose, one of the national missionaries we
sponsored.

Millions of poor, uneducated fisher-folk live along the thousands of islands and endless miles of coastal
backwaters in Asia. Their homes usually are small huts made of leaves, and their lifestyles are
simple--hard work and little pleasure. These fishermen and their families are some of the most unreached
people in the world. But God called Paulose and his family to take the Gospel to the unreached fishing
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villages of Tamil Nadu on the east coast of India.

I remember visiting Paulose's family. One of the first things he discovered when he began visiting the
villages was that the literacy rate was so low he could not use tracts or printed materials effectively. He
decided to use slides, but had no projector or money to purchase one. So he made repeated trips to a
hospital where he sold his blood until he had the money he needed.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/kp-yohannan/in-the-united-states/
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