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Jesus' Life Is Our Model
by K.P. Yohannan

K.P. Yohannan emphasizes that Jesus' life serves as a model for Christians to embrace suffering as a means of
fulfilling God's will and participating in redemption.

Scripture: Isaiah 53:3, Matthew 16:24, Luke 22:42, John 15:20, Romans 8:17, 2 Corinthians 1:5, Philippians 1:29, Hebrews
12:2, 1 Peter 2:21, 1 Peter 4:12-13
Topics: "Suffering For Christ", "Following Jesus' Example"

Description

K.P. Yohannan emphasizes that Jesus' life serves as our model for embracing suffering as part of our
Christian journey. He challenges the modern notion of following Christ without the willingness to endure
hardship, highlighting that suffering for Christ is a privilege and a necessary aspect of our faith. Yohannan
points out that Jesus experienced suffering throughout His life, not just at the crucifixion, and that His
example teaches us to deny ourselves and accept our own struggles. By following Christ's example, we
can become agents of redemption, understanding that our suffering can lead to greater purposes in God's
plan. Ultimately, the call is to align our will with God's, just as Jesus did in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Transcript

Have we armed ourselves with the willingness to suffer-- to the same extent that Christ suffered for us
when He was on earth?

I am well aware that the idea of embracing suffering does not fit our 21st-century concept of following and
serving Christ. Yet the Bible teaches that suffering for Him is our privilege: "For to you it has been granted
on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake" (Philippians 1:29).

Does that mean we all should seek out beatings and martyrdom? No, that's not what it means. The Lord
wants us to arm ourselves with a mind to suffer just as He did, so the Enemy has nothing to work with to
get us out of the battle.

Jesus' life is our model in this area: "Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should
follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). Christ did not suffer just during His three years of public ministry or the
last few days of His life when He was crucified. He suffered throughout His life on earth. He who was
without sin lived daily with the corruption and sinfulness of lost humanity.
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His own family members said He had gone mentally insane. The religious community misunderstood Him
and called Him a demon-possessed man. His disciples didn't understand Him. From birth to the cross, His
life was full of pain, loneliness and constant misunderstanding. He is called a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.

In the midst of it all, He chose to suffer in the flesh by saying no to Himself. He never fought for Himself or
attacked anyone to defend His rights. And in the end, Jesus was able to say, "Not My will, but Thine,"
embracing the cross to fulfill His Father's will.

But what was the reason for Christ's suffering and death? It was to redeem mankind. And so it is with us.
We can only become agents of redemption if we are willing to embrace suffering in the flesh--choosing to
deny self and accepting death to our own desires.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/kp-yohannan/jesus-life-is-our-model/
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