| sermon JeSl

Passages of Scripture
by K.P. Yohannan

Responding to hurt and disappointment with love and compassion, just like Jesus, is the key to building lives.

Scripture: Luke 6:28
Topics: "Forgiveness", "Christ-like Response"

Description

K.P. Yohannan shares a poignant conversation with a leader who is disheartened by the departure of two
valued team members for better financial opportunities. Instead of offering direct advice, Yohannan
encourages the leader to reflect on how Jesus would respond, recalling the teachings of Christ about
blessing those who wrong us. Inspired by these scriptures, the leader chooses to write a letter expressing
goodwill towards the departing brothers and their new organization, embodying Christ-like love and grace.
This act of blessing not only reflects Jesus' teachings but also fosters a spirit of unity and compassion in
the face of disappointment.

Transcript

Not only was he upset over the situation, but also very discouraged, having lost two people he deeply
cared about. As | spoke with him over the phone he said, "l wish they at least would have told me a few
weeks earlier, so that | could have made arrangements for others to take over their responsibilities.” He
continued to express his disappointment with a saddened heart. | asked him if he knew the reason why
these brothers left. He said, "The truth of the matter is the other organization offered them a lot of money
and material benefits, and that became the reason for their leaving."

Of course, the whole reason this leader called me in the first place was to hear what | thought his next step
should be. Instead of telling him "do this" or "do that,"” | asked him to think with me about how Jesus would
respond had He been in this situation. Together we recalled certain passages of Scripture, remembering
that it was Jesus who said, "Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone
strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from
taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back" (Luke 6:28-30, NIV).

It was soon clear how Jesus would respond. This leader decided to write a letter to the head of the
organization the men had joined and say all the good things he could about the two brothers who had left
him. He blessed that ministry and the two brothers, promising to pray for them as they continued to serve
the Lord.
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It is in responding like this, in a way that mirrors Christ, that lives are built.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/kp-yohannan/passages-of-scripture/
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